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H U D I B R A S. 

IN THREE PARTS. 
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PART III. CANTO II. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The Saints engage in fierce contefts 
About their carnal interefts, 
To fhare their facrilegious preys 
According to their rates of Grace : 
Their various frenzies to reform, 
"When Cromwell left them in a ftorm ; 
Till, in th' effige of Rumps, the rabble 
Bum all their Grandees of the Cabal, 

THE learned write, an infeft breeze 
Is but a mongrel prince of bees. 
That falls before a ftorm on cows. 
And ftings the founders of his honfe, 

From 

This Canto is entirefy Independent of the adventures 
•of Hudibras and Ralphp : neither of our heroes make 
their appearance : other chara6lers are introduced, and 
a new vein of fatire is exhibited. The Poet ftcps out 
•f his road, ^d ikips from the time wherein thefe 
B 2 adventures 



4 BUTLER'SPOEMS. 

Trom whofe corrupted flcfti that breed 
Of vermin did at firft proceed. 
So, ere the ftorm of war broke out, 
Keligion fpawn'd a various rout 
Of petulant capricious fefts. 
The maggots of con-upted texts. 
That firft run all religion down. 
And after every fwarm its own : 
For as the Perfian Magi once 
Upon their mothers got their fons, 
That were incapable V enjoy 
That empire any other way 9 



adventures happened to CromwelPs death, ard fror 
therce to the diflblution of the Rtimp Parliament 
This condu£l is allowable in a fatirift, whofe privileg 
it is to ramble wherever he pleafcs, and to ftigmatiz 
vice, faftion, and rebellion, where and. whenever h 
meets with them. He is not tied down to the ob 
fervance of unity of a6lion, time, or place, though h< 
has hitherto had a reojard to fuch decorums : but now 
and here only, he claims the privilege of a fatirift, anc 
deviates from order, time, and uniformity, and deferti 
his principal aftors : he purpolely fends them out ©: 
the way, that we may attend to a lively reprefentatioi 
of the principles and politics of Prelbyterians, Inde- 
pendents, and Republicans, upon the dawning of th( 
Reftoration. He fets before us a full view of th( 
treachery and underminings of each fai^ion ; and fun 
it is with pleafure we fee the fears and commotion) 
they were m upon the happy declenfion of their ty- 
rannical power and government. All thefc occurrencei 
arc fully and faithfully related in this Canto, and th« 
fevcral lafts arc warranted by hiftory. 



HUDIBRAS, Part III. Canto 11. 5 

80 Prelbyter begot the other 

-Upon the Good Old Caufe, his mother. 

Then bore them, like the devil's dam, 

Whofe Ton and hufband are the fame i 20 

And yet no natural tie- of blood. 

Nor intereft for the common good, 

'Could, when their profits interfered. 

Get quarter for each other's beard ; 

For when they thriv'd they never fadg'd, 25 

Btftronly by the ears engag'd ; 

like dogs that fnarl about a bone. 

And play together when they 've none ; 

As by their trueft charafters, 

Their conftant a6lions, plainly' appears. 30 

Reliellion now began, for lack 

■Of zeal and plunder, to grow (lack ; 

The Caufc and Covenant to lelTen, ♦> 

■And Providence to be out of feafon : 
For .now there was no more to purchafe 35 

0*'th' King's revenue, and the Church's, 
But all divided, (harV> and gone. 
That us'd to urge the Brethren on 5 
1 Which forc'd the ftubborn'.ft for the Caufe, 

To crofs the cudgels to the laws, 4.« 

That what by breaking them they 'ad gain'd. 
By their fupport might 'be maintain'd ; 
I Xike thieves, that in a hemp-plot lie, 
Secur'd againft the Hue-and-cry ; 
For Prelbyter and Independent 45 

Were now turn'd Plaintiff and Defendant j 

B 3 Laid 



4^ BUTLER^S POEKS* 

Laid out tbf ir apoflolic funfllons 

On carnal Orders and Injur)£tjon» 5 

And ;i1l their precious Giftfi :ind Graces 

On Outlawries aod Scire facia f ; -j)| 

At Michaers term had many trial, 

Worfe than the Dragon and St. Michael, 

Whei'€ thoufandi fell, in ftiBpe of fees. 

Into the bottomlefs abyfs. 

For when, like brethren, and lika friends^ jj 

They came to ftiare their dtvldendsj 

And every partner to poflefs 

Hts church and ftate Joint-purchares, 

In which the ableft Samtj and beft, 

Was nam'd tn truft by all the reft $% 

To pay their moneji ajid, jnftcad 

Of every BrotJicrj pafs the deed. 

Jit ilraight converted all his gifts 

To pious frauds and holy fhiftSj 

And fettled all the other fliares ij 

Upon his outward man and 's heirs ; 

Held all they claimed as forfeit landt. 

Deiiver'd tip into his hands. 

And pafi'd upon his confcience 

By pre- entail of Providence | ^ 

ImpeachM the reft for Reprobatesj 

That had no titles to eftates, 

But by their fpiritual attaints 

Degraded from the right of Saints. 

This being reyeal'd, they now begun ^5 

With law and confciencG to f^dl on, 

AmJ 



HUDIBRAS, PartHI. Canto II. 7 

And laid about as hot and brain- (iclc 

As th' Utter bamfter of Swanfwick j 

Engaged with money-bags, as bold 

As men with fand-bags did of old> 80 

That brought the lawyers in more fees 

Than all unfanftify'd Truftees 5 

Till he who had* no more to (how 

r th' cafe, receLv'd thie overthrow ; 

Or, both fides having had the word, 85 

They parted as they met at firft. 

Poor Preibyter was now reduced, 

Secluded, and cafhierM, and choused ! 

Tum'd out, and excommunicate 

From all affairs of Church and State, 99 

Reformed t' a reformado Saint, 

And glad to turn itinerant. 

To ftroll and teach from town to town. 

And thofe he had taught up teach down,. 

And make thofe ufes ferve again 95 

Againft the New-enlighten'd men. 

As fit as when at firft they were 

Reveal'd againft the Cavalier ; 

Damn Anabaptift and Fanatic 

As pat as Popifh and Prelatic ;. loQ 

And, with as little variation. 

To ferve for any fe6l i* th' nation. 

The Good old Caufe, which fome believe 

To be the devil that tempted Eve 

With knowledge, and does ftill invite 105 

The world to mifchief with New Light, 

B 4 H;xi 

Ver, 78,] W. Prynjjc, a volum\noM%'wVA«» 



S BUTLER'S POEMS. 

Had (lore of money in her purfe, 

When he took her for better or worfe : 

But now was grown deform'd and poor. 

And fit to be turn'd out of door. . xi« 

The Independents (whofe firft ftatioii 
Was in the rear of Reformation, 
A mongrel kind of Church-dragoons, 
That ferv'd for horfe and foot at once. 
And in the faddle of one deed X15 

Tiie Sai-acen and Chriftian rid 5 
Were free of every fpiritual order. 
To preach, and fight, and pray, and murder) 

No 

Ver. 118.] The officers and foldiers among the In- 
dependents got into pulpits, and preached and prayed 
as well as fought. Oliver Cromwell was fam'd for a 
preacher, and has a fermon * in print, intituled, Crom^ 
•uoeWs Learned, De^outy and Confcientious Exercife, 
held at Sir Peter Templets in Lincoln'' s Inn-fields, upon 
Rom. xiii. i. in which are the following flowers. of 
thetoric : ** Dearly beloved brethren and fitters, it is 
** true, this text is a malignant one ; the wicked and 
•* ungodly have abufed it very much 5 but, thanks be 
•* to God, it was to their own ruin. 

** But now that I fpoke of Kings, the queftion is, 
*« Whether, by the higher poivers, are meant kings or 
*• commoners ? Truly, beloved, it is a very great 
** queftion among thole that are learned : for may not 
,«« every one that can read obferve, that Paul fpeaks in 
** the plural, number, higher po^wers ? How , had he 
** meant fubje6lion to a king, he would have faid, 
« "Let every foul be fubjeft to the higher power y"* if 
^* he had meant one man 5 but by this you fee he 

** meant 

* This, however, is now well known to be an ira- 
poftuye. : N. 



HUI>IBRAS, Part in. Canto IL # 

No fooner got the ftart, to lurch 

Both difciplines of War and Church, ■ X2« 

And Providence enough to run 

The chief commandei*s of them down. 

But carry'd on the war againft 

The common enemy o' th' Saints, 

Aiid 

** meant more than one : he bids us ' ** be fubjeft to 
** the higher ^a<tt;^rj," that is, the Council of State, 
*« the Houfe of Commons, and the Army." lb. p. 3. 

When in the Humble Petition there was inferred an 
article againft public preachers being members of Par- 
liament, Oliver Cromwell excepted agalnlt it exprelsly ; 
** fiecaufe he* (he faid) was one, and divers officers of 
** the army, by whom much good had been done — 
** and therefore defired they would explain their ar- 
«* tide." (Heath's Chronicle, p. 408.) 
■'lb.] Sir Roger L'Eftrange obferves (R^rflrSlion upon 
. Poggius^s Fable of the Hujhand^ Wife, and Gboftly Fa- 
ther ^ parti, fabw 357.) upon the pretended faints of 
thofe times, ** That they did not fct one Itep, in the 
** whole traft of this iniquity, without feeking the 
** Lord firft, and going up to enquire of the Lord, 
** according to the cant of thofe days ; which was no 
** other than to make God the author of fin, and to 
«* impute the blackeft praftices of hell to the infpira- 
" tion of the Holy Ghoft." 

It was with this pretext, of feeking the Lord in 
prayer, that Cromwell, Ireton, Harrifon, and others 
ef .the Regicides, cajoled General Fairfax, who was 
determined to relcue the King from execution, giving 
orders to have it fpeedily done : and, when they had 
notice that it was over, they perfuaded the General 
that this was a full return of prayer ; and, God having 
fo manifefted his plcafuce, they ought to acquieice iu 
U. (P€renchief''s LifeofYil\Vi^Q\\x£\^%\.) 
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And in a while prevail'd fo far, 125 

To win of them the game of war^ 

And be at liberty once more 

T* attack themfelves as they 'ad before. 

For now there was no foe in arms 
T' unite their faftions with alarms, 130 

But all reduc'd and overcome, 
Except their worft, themfelves, at home, 
Who 'ad compafs'd all they pray'd, and fwore. 
And fought, and preachM, and plundered for. 
Subdued the Nation, Church, and State, 135 

And all things but their laws and hate 5 
But when they came to treat and tranfaft. 
And (hare the fpoil of all they 'ad ranfackt. 
To botch up what they 'ad torn and rent. 
Religion and the Government, X4« 

They met no fooner, but prepar'd 
To pull down all the war had fpar'd f 
Agreed in nothing, but t' aboli/h. 
Subvert, extirpate, and demolifh : 
For knaves and fools being near of kin, 14.5 

As Dutch boors are t' a footerkin. 
Both parties join'd tx) do their beft 
To damn the public intereft. 
And herded only in confults, 

To put by one another's bolts $ - 150 

T' out-cant the Babylonian labourers. 
At all their diale£ls of jabberers. 
And tug at both ends of the faw, . 
To tear down goyemment and law*. 

Foe 



npDIBRAS, Part m. Camto II. ir 

For as two cheats, that play one game, 155; 

Are both defeated of their aim ; 

So thofe who play a game of ftate. 

And only cavil in debate. 

Although there *s nothing loft nor won> 

The public buflnefs is undone ; i^#. 

Which ftill the longer *tis in doing. 

Becomes the furer way to ruin. 

This when the Royalifts perceiv'd, 
(Who to their faith "as firmly cleav'd. 
And own'd the right they had paid down 16^ 

So dearly for, the Church and Crown) 
They' united conftantei , and fided 
The more, the more their foes divided : 
For though out-number'd, overthrown. 
And by the fate of war run down, jy^. 

Their duty never was defeated. 
Nor from their oaths and faith retreated j 
For loyalty is ftill the fame. 
Whether it win or lofe the game 5 
True as the dial to the fun, j- - 

Although it be not ftiin'd upon. 

But 

Ver. 163.] What a lafting monument of fame has 
our Poet raifed to the Royalifts ! What merited praifes 
does he beftow on their unfliaken faith and loyalty I 
How happily does he applaud their conftancy and fuf- 
ferings ! If any thing can be a compenfation to thofe 
of that party, who met with unworthy difrcgard and 
negleft after the Reftoration, it muft be this never- 
dymg eulogy. Butler, alas ! was one of that unfor- 
tunate number. 



I* BUTTER'S ^OEMS. 

B4it when thefe Brethren in evil, 

rrtieir adverfaries, and the devil. 

Began once more to /hew them play. 

And hopes, at leaft, to have a day, ■< i-S« 

They rally'd in parades of woods. 

And unfrequented folitudes ; 

Convened at midnight in outhoufes, 

T' appoint new-rifing rendezvoufes. 

And, with a pertinacy' unmatched, -^18,5 

For new recniits of- danger watched. 

Npiboner was one blow diverted. 

But up another party darted ; 

And, as if Nature, too, in hafte 

To fumifh out fupplies as faft, ■ i^ 

Before her time had turn'd dcftruclion 

T* a new and numerous production j 

No fooner thofe were overcome, 

But up rofe others in their room> 

That, like the Chriftian faith, increaft 19^ 

The more, the more they were fuppreft 5 

Whom neither chains, nor tranfportatiou, 

Profcription, fale, or confifcation. 

Nor all the defperate events 

Of former try'd experiments, 2o» 

Nor wounds, could terrify, nor mangling. 

To leave off loyalty and dajigling, 

Nor 

Ver. 201, *02.] The brave fpirit of loyalty was not 
to be fuppreffed by the moft barbarous and inhuman 
uiage. There are feveral remarkable inftances upon 

record j 
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HUDIBRAS, Part III. Canto IL n 

Nor Death (with all his bones) affright 

From venturing to maintain the right. 

From ftaking life- and fortune down ^05 

'Gainft all together, for the Crown j 

But 



record 5 as that of the gallant Marquis of Montrofe, 
the loyal Mr. Gerrard, and Mr. Vowel, in 1654.; of 
Mr. Penruddock, Grove, and others, who fuffcred for 
their loyalty at Exeter, 1654.-5 j of Capt. Reynolds^ 
who had been of the King's party, and, when he was 
going to be turned off the ladder, cried, God blels 
King Charles; Fi-ue le Koy\ of Dalgelly, one of 
Montrofe's party, who being fentenced to be behead- 
ed, and being brought to the fcaffold, ran and kiffed 
it 5 and, without any fpeech or ceremony, laid down 
his head upon the block, and was beheaded ; of the 
brave Sir Robert Spotifwood ; of Mr. Courtney, and 
Mr. Portman, who were committed to the Tower the 
beginning of February 1657, for difperfing among the 
foldiers what were then called feditious books and 
pamphlets. 

Nor ought the loyahy of the fix counties of North 
Wales to be paflfed over in filence, who never addreffed 
or petitioned during the Ufurpation 5 nor the common 
foldier mentioned in the Oxford Diurnal, firft Week, 
p.. 6. See more in the (tory of the Impertinent Sheriff, 
L;E(lrange's FableSy part II. fab. 265. Mr. Butler, or 
Mr. Prynne, fpeaking of the gallant behaviour of the 
Loyalills, fays, ** uther nations would have cano- 
" nized for martyrs, and erefted ftatues after their 
** death, to the memory of fome of our compatriots, 
•* whom ye have barbaroufly defaced and mangled, 
*' yet alive, for no other motive than their undaunted 
« zeal." 
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But kept the title of their caufe 

From forfeiture, like claims in laws j 

And proved no profperous tifurpatioa 

X^zn ever fettle on the nation ^ -Yio 

tJntil, in fpite of force and treafon. 

They put their loyalty in pofTeirion.} 

And, by their conftancy and faith, 

I)eftroy'd the mighty men of Gath, 

Tofs'd in a furious hurricane, ^15 

Did Oliver give up his reign. 
And was believM, as well by Saints 
As mortal men and mifcreants. 

To 

Ver. 215, ai6.] At Oliver's death was a moft fu- 
rious tempeft, fuch as had not been known in the 
memory of man, or hardly ever recorded to have been 
in this nation. It is obferved, in a tra£l intituled, No 
Fool to the old Fool, L'Eftrange's Apology, p. 93, 
** That Oliver, after a long courfe of treafon, murder, 
** facrilege, perjury, rapine, &c, finiflied his accurfed 
•*' life in agony and fury, and without any mark of 
**'true repentance." Though moft of our hiftorians 
^mention the hurricane at his death, yet few take notice 
of the ttorm in the northern counties, that day the 
-Houfe of Peers ordered the digging up his carcafe, 
-with other regicides. The author of the Parley he- 
't«ween the Ghoft of the late ProteSlor and the King of 
^Sffveden in Hell, 1660, p. 19. merrily obferves, " That 
"•« he was even £0 turbulent and feditious there, that he 
** was chained, by way of puniibment, in the genei-al 
** piffing-place, next the court-door, with a ftrift 
^* charge that nobody that made water thereabouts 
■** fhould pifs 'any where but s^gainft his body/* 



HUDI BRAS, Part in. Canto II. 15 

To founder in the Stygian ferry. 

Until he was retrieved by Sterry ; 22# 

Who, in a falfe erroneous dream, 

Miftook the New Jerufalem 

Profanely for th' apocryphal 

Falfe Heaven at the end o' th' Hall;} 

Whither 

Ver. 220.] The news of Oliver's death being 
brought to thofe who were met to pray for him, Mr. 
Peter Stcny ftood up, and defired tliem not to be 
troubled ; *' For (faid he) this is good news, becaufe 
** if he was of ufe to the people of God when he was 
** amongft us, he will be much more fo now, being af- 
** cended into heaven, at the right handof Jefus Chrift, 
*' there to intercede for us, and to be mindful of us 
** upon all occafions." Dr. South makes mention of 
an Independent divine, {Sermons, Vol. I. fermon iii. 
>. 102.) who, when Oliver was fick, of which ficknefs 
le died, declared, " That God revealed to him that 
*' he ihould recover, and live thirty years longer j for 
** that God had raifcd him up for a work which could 
** not be done in a lefs time : but Oliver's death being 
** publiihed two days after, the faid divine publicly, 
** in his prayers, expoftulated with God the defeat of 
** his prophecy in thefe words, " Thou haft lied unto 
** us ; yea, thou haft lied unto us." 

So familiar were thofe wretches with God Almighty, 
that Dr. Echard obferves of one of them, ** That he 
** pretended to have got fuch an intereft in Chrift, and 
** luch an exaft knowledge of affairs above, that he 
*« could tell the people that he had juft before received 
** an exprefs from Jefus upon fuch a bufinefs, and that 
** the ink was fcarce dry upon the paper.'' 

Vcr. 224.] After the Reftoration Oliver's body was 

dug up, and his head fet up at the farther end of Weft- 

3 minfter-hall $ 
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Whither it was decreed by Fate 225 

His precious reliques to tranflate : 

So Romulus was feen before 

By' as orthodox a fenator, 

From whofe divine illumination 

He ftole the Pagan- revelation. 23^ 

Nextiilm his fon and heir apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent. 

Who 

miiifter-hall 5 nearwhich place there is an houfe of en- 
tertainment, which is commonly known by the name 
of Heaven, ^- . - . . 

Ver. 231, 232.] Olivet's eldeftfoh, Richard, was by 
him, before his deaifcli, declared his fu^pflpi* ;; and, by 
order of the Privy Council, proclaimed tord Protec7 
tor, and V vj-Lived the compliments of congratulation 
and condolence, at the fame time, from tHe Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen; and addrefles were 
prefented to him from all parts of the nation, promifmg 
to ftand by him with their lives and fortunes. He 
fummoned a parliament to meet at Weftminfter, which 
recognized him Lord Prote6lor ; yet, notwithftand$ng, 
Fleetwood, Defborough, and their partifans, managed 
affairs fo, that he was obliged to refign. 

What opinion the world had of him, we learn from 
Lord Clarendon's account of his vifit incog, to the 
Prince of Conti at Pezenas ; who received him civily, 
as he did all ftrangers, and particularly the Englifh ; 
and, after a few words (not knowing who he was) 
the Prince began to difcourfe of the affairs of England, 
and afked many queftions concerning the King, and 
whether all men were quiet, and fubmitted obediently 
to him ? which the other anfwered according to the 
truth; " Well, faid the Prince, Oliver, though he 

*♦ was 



HODIBRAS, PahtIII. Canto II. 17 

^V%o firft l^id by the Parliament) 
The^only crtitch on which he leant. 
And then funk underneath the State, 235 

That rode him above horfeman's weight. 
And now the Saints began their reign, 
For which they ^ad yeamM fo long in vain» 
And felt fuch bowel-hankerings, 
To fee an empire, all of kings, 240 

Deliver'd 



** was a traitor and a villain, was a brave fellow, had 
« great parts, great courage, and was worthy to com- 
** mand : but w that Richard, that coxcomb, coquin, 
<* poltroon, he was furely the bafeft fellow alive. What 
** IS become of that fool ? How is it poflible he could 
" be fuch afot?'' He anfwered, ** That he was be- 
** traycd by thofe he moft trufted, and had been moft 
** obliged to his father/* So being weary of his vifit, 
he quickly took his leave, and next morning left the 
town, out of fear that the Prince might know that he 
was that veiy fool and coxcomb he had mentioned fo 
kindly j and two days after the Prince did come to 
know who he was that he had treated fo well. Cla- 
rendon"* Hiftory of the RebiUJon, Vol. HI. p. 519. 
See a curious anecdote of Richard Cromwell in Dr. 
Maty*s Memoirs of Lord Chefterfield. 

Ver. 2^7.] -A fneer upon the Committee of Safety, 
amongft whom was Sir Henry Vane, who (as Lord 
-Clarendon obferves) " was a perfect enthufiaft, and 
** without doubt did believe himfelf infjpired 5 which 
** fo far corrupted his reafon and underftanding, that 
** he did at the fame time believe he was the perfon de- 
** puted to reign over the faints upon earth tor a thou- 
** fand years.'* 

Vol. IL C 
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Delivered from th* Egyptian awe 

Of judice, government, and law. 

And free t' ereft what fpiritual cantons 

Should be revealM, or gofpel Hans-towns, 

To edify upon the ruins 14.5 

Of John of Leyden's old outgoings. 

Who, for a weather-cock hung up 

Upon their mother-church's top, 

Was made a type by Providence, 

Of all their revelations fiiice, 2-50 

And now fulfilled by his fucceffbrs. 

Who equally miftook their meafures : 

For, when they came to fhape the model. 

Not one could fit another's noddle ; 

But found their Light and Gifts more wide 255 

From fadging, than th' unfanftify'd i 

While every individual Brother 

Strove hand to fifl againft another. 

And 



Ver. 141, 14.1.] Dr. James Young obferves, ** That 
** two Jefuitical prognofticators, Lilly and Culpeper, 
** were fo confident, anno 1652, of the total fubverfioa 
** of the law and gofpel-miniftry, that in their fcurri- 
'* lous prognoftications they predi£^ed the downfall of' 
'< both \ and, in 1654, they foretold that the law /hould 
** be pulled down to the ground,»the Great Charter, 
** and all our liberties, deftroyed, as not fuiting with. 
** Englifhmen in thefe blefTed times t that the crab- 
** tree of the law iho\ild be pulled up by the roots, and 
« grow no more, there being no reafon now we Ihould 
. ^ be governed by them," 



HUPIBRAS, Part III. Canto H. r^ 

And dill the maddeft, and moil crackt. 

Were found the bufieft to tranfafl j »6a 

For, though moft hands difpatch apace 

And make light work (the proverb fays) 

Yet many different intellefts 

Are found t' have contrary effefts j 

And many heads t' obftru6l intrigues, 26 j^ 

As flowed infe^ls have moil legs. 

Some were for fetting up a king. 
But all the reft for no fuch thing, 
Unlefs King Jefus : others tampered 
For Fleetwood, Delborqugh, and Lambert : 270^ 

Somet 

Ver. 267, 268.] Harry Martyn, in his fpeech, iiv 
the debate Whether a Kingy or no King, faid, " That- 
*< if they muft have a King, they had rather have had 
" the lall than any gentleman in England. He found 
<« no fault in his perfon, but office/' 

Ver. 269.] Alluding to the Fifth Monarahy-mcn,. 
who had h)rmed a plot to dethrone Cromwell, and fet 
up King Jefus. 

Ver. 2J69, 270. Others tamper"' d — For Fleetfwoody 
Dejboroughy and Lambert, "^ Fleetwood was a lieutenant- 
gen^i*al : he married Ireton's widow, Oliver Cromwell's 
eldeft daughter 5 was made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland" 
by Cromwell, Major-general of divers counties, one 
of Oliver's upper houfc i his falary fuppofed to bo 
6600/. a year. — Deftjorough, a yeoman of 60 or 70/,. 
per annum j fome fay a plowman. Bennet, fpeaking 
to Defborough, fays, ** When your Lordfhip was a 
** plowman, and wore high fhoon — Ha ! how the Lord. 
•* raifeth fome men, and deprefleth othtr*." — Deiho- 
lough married CromweU's fitter, caft away hia fpaule,. 
C a. -J^vJto 
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Some for the Rump ; and fomc, more crafty. 
For Agitators, and the Safety : 
Some for the Gofpel, and mafTacres 
Of fpiritual Affidavit-makers, 

That fwore to any human regence %ya 

Oaths of fupremacy and allegiance ; 
Yea, though the ableft fwearing Saint, 
That vouched the bulls o' th' Covenant : 
Others for pulling down th' high-places 
Of Synods and Provincial ClafTes, 2t« 

Thai 

and took up a fword, and was made a colonel j was 
infti-umental in raifmg Cromwell to the Proteftorfhip j 
upon which he was made one of his council, a General 
at fea, and Major-general of divers counties of the 
weft ; and was one of Oliver's upper houfe. His an- 
nual income was 3236/. 13/. 4.^. 

Ibid. Lambert,] Lambardf in the firft edition 1678 
Altered 1684. He was one of the Rump Generals, and 
a principal oppofcr of General Monk in the Reftoration 
of King Charles II. The writer of the Narrati<ve of 
the late Parliament fo called^ 1657, p. 9. obferves, 
•* That Major general Lambert, as one of Oliver's 
** council, had 1000/. per annuffty which, with his 
•* other places, in all amounted to 6512/. 3/. 4</." 

Ver. 17 z. Agitators.'] In 1647, the Army made 
choice of a fet number of officeis, which they called 
the General Council of Officers j and the common fol- 
dicrs made choice of three or four of each reciment, 
moftly corporals and ferjeants, who were called by the 
name of Agitators ^ and weix to be a Houfe of Com- 
mons to the council of officers : thefe drew up a De- 
claration, that they would not be difb'anded till their 
aiTcars were paid, and a. full provilion made for liberty 
of confcience. 



I 
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That usM to make fuch hoftile inroads 

Upon the Saints, like bloody Nimrods ; 

Some for fulfilling Prophecies, 

And th* extirpation of th' Excife ; 

And fome againft th' Egyptian bondage 2t$ 

Of Holy-daysv and paying Poundage : 

Some for the^uttlng down of Groves, 

And rectifying bakers' Loaves ; 

And fome Cor finding out expedients 

Ag^inft the flavery of Obedience : 290 

Some were for Gofpel-miniftersy 

Ajid fome for Red-coat feculars, 

As men moft fit t' hold-forth the Word, 

And wield the one and th' other fword : 

Some were for carrying on the Work 295 

Againft the Tope^ and fome the Turk s 
Some for engaging to fupprefs 
, The camifado of Surplices, 
That Gifts and Difpenfations hindered, 
And turn'd to th' outward man the inward 5 300 

Mo«e proper for the cloudy night 
Of Popery than Gofpel- light j 
Others were for abolifliing 
That tool of matrimony, a Ring, 
With which th' unfan^ify'd bridegroom 305 

Is marry'd only to a thumb 
(As wife as ringing of a pig. 
That us'd to break up ground, and dig) 5 

The 
Ver. 308, That us'd fOi'i That is /p, edition 167^8. 

C 3 *r&at 



at BUTLER'S P O E M.S. 

The bride to nothing but her will. 

That nulls the after- mairiage ftill : 310 

Some were for th' utter extirpation 

Of Linfey-woolfey in the nation j 

And fome againft all idolifmg 

The Crofs in (hop-books, or Baptifmg : 

Others, to make all things recant 315 

The Chriftian or furname of Saint, 

And force all churches, ftreets, and towns, 

The holy title to renounce : 

Some 'gainft a third eftate of Souls, 

And bringing down the price of Coals ; 3*0 

Some for abolifhing Black -pudding. 

And eating nothing with the blood in ; 

Tjo abrogate them roots and branches 5 

While others were for eating Haunches 

Of wairiors, and, now and then, 325 

The Flefh of kings and mighty men : 

And 



Tbat wks tOf td'iiions 16S4, 1689, 1694, 1700, 1704. 
Altered 1710, as it (lands here. 

Ver. 317, 318.] The mayor of Colchefter bani(hed 
one of that town for a malignant and a cavalier, in the 
year 1643, whofe name was Parfons j and gave this 
learned rcafonfor this exemplary piece of jufticc, that 
it was an ominous name. 

Ver. 323.] This was the fpiritof the times. There 
was a propofal to carry twenty Royalifts in front of 
Sir Thomas Paiffax'^s army, to expole them to the fife 
of the enemy 5 and one Gourdon moved, ** That the 
** Lady Capel, and her children, and the Lady Nor- 

•* wich, 
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And fome for breaking of their Bones 
iWith rods of iron, by fecret ones j 

For 



** wich, might be fent to the General with the fame 
" dire6lions, faying, their hufbands would ht careful 
" of their fafety ; and when divers oppofed fo barba- 
*' rous a motion, and alleged that Lady Capel was 
** great with child, near her time, Gourdon prefled it 
** the more eagerly, as if he had taken the General for 
** a man-midwife." Nay, it was debated at a council 
** of war, to maffacre and put to the fword all the 
" King's party : the queftion put was carried in the 
^< negative but by two votes/* Their endeavour 
** was, how to diminifh the number of their oppofitcs, 
** the Royalifts and Prefbyterians, by a maflacrej for 
** which purpofe many dark-lanterns were provided 
*' laft winter, 16495 which coming to the common ru- 
** mour of the Town, put them in danger of the infa- 
"** my and hatred that would overwhelm them j fo this 
** was laid afide." A bill was brought in, 1656, for 
decimating the Royalifts, but thrown out. And this 
fpirit was but too much encouraged by their clergy. 
Mr. Caryl, in a 'Thankfgi'ving Sermon before the Com* 
mons, April zj, 1644, P» 4^' ^^Y^y ** ^^ Chrift will 
•** fet np his kingdom upon the carcafes of the flain, it 
** well becomes all elders to rejoice and give thanks. 
** Cut them down with the fword of juftice, root them 
•* out, and coi^fume them as with lire, that no root 
*« may fpring up again.*' 

Of this fpirit was Mr. George Swathe, minifter of 
Denham in Suffolk, who, in a prayer, July 13, 1641, 
or 1642, has the following remarkable words ; ** Lord, 
** if no compofition will end the controvcrfy between 
*• the King and the Parliament, but the King and his 
*« party wHl have blood, let them drink of their owi^ 
- . . C 4 - *'* ciJp-; 



335 
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For thra/hing mountains, and with fpells 

For hallowing carriers' packs and bells j. 33« 

Things that the legend never heard of. 

But made the Wicked fore afeard of. 

The quacks of government (who fate 
At th' unregarded helm of ftate, 
And underftood this wild confufion 
Of fatal madnefs and deluHon, 
Muft, fooner than a prodigy, 
Portend deftruftion to be nigh) 
ConfiderM timely how t' withdraw. 
And fave their wind -pipes from the law 5 34© 

For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worfc than all they 'ad fcap'd in war ; 
And therefore met in confultation 
To cant and quack upon the nation j 
Not for the fickly patient's fake, 34c 

Nor what to give, but what to take ; 
To feel the pulfes of their fees, 
More wife than fumbling arteries 5 
Prolong the fnufF of life in pain. 
And from the grave recovei* — Gain. 35P 

'Mong thefe there was a politician 
With more heads than a beaft in vifion, 

And 



** cup; let their blood be fpilled like water; let their 
** blood be facrificed to thee, O God, for the fins of 
" our nation." 

Ver, 351.] This was Sir Anthony- Afhley Cooper, 
l^flij ccmplied with every change in thofe times. 
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And more intrigues in every one 
Than all the Whores of Babylon } 
So politic, as if one eye ^55^ 

Upon the other were a fpy. 
That, to trepan the one to think 
The other blind, both ftrovc to bHnk.3 
And in his dark pragmatic way 
As bufy as a child at play. 3^*- 

He 'ad feen three governments run down*. 
And had a hand in every one ; 
Was for them, and againft them all* 
But barbarous when they came to fall r 
For, by trepanning th' old to ruin, 365 

He made his intereft with the new one ; 
Play*d true and faithful, though againft.. 
His confcience, and was ftill advancM ; 
For, by the witchcraft of rebellion 
rTransform'd t' a feeble State-camelion^, 370- 

By giving aim from fide to Me, 
He never failed to fave his tide^ 
But got the ^rt of every ftate. 
And, at a change, ne'er came too late ; 
Could turn his word, and oath, and faitb> 375 

As many ways as in a lath j 
By turning wriggle, like a fcrew* 
Int' higheft truft, and out, for new j 
For when he 'ad happily incurr'd,. 
Inftead of hemp, to be preferr'd, %t^ 

And pafs'd upon a government, 
He play'd his trick, ^d out he yftt^ f , .. 

But 
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But being out, and out of hopes 
To mount his ladder (more) of ropes, 
vlWould ftrive to raife himfelf upon 3S5 

The public ruin, and his own 5 
So little did he underiland 
The defperate feats he took in hand. 
For, when he 'ad got himfelf a name 
iPor frauds and tricks, he fpoil'd his game 5 3^ 

Had forced his neck into a noofe. 
To fhew his play at faft and loofe ; 
And, when he chanc'd t' efcape, miftook. 
For art and fubtkty, hi« luck. 

'.$€1 right his judgment was cut fit, 395 

And made a tally to his wit, 
And both together Tnoft profound 
At deeds of darknefs under gi-ound ; 
As th' earth is eafieft undermined, 
'By vermin impotent and blind. 400 

By all thefe arts, and many more 
He 'ad pra6lis''d long and much before. 
Our ftate-artificer forcfaw 
Which way the world began to draw : 
'ToTf as oldfmners have all points 405 

O' th' compafs in their bones and joints 5 
Can by their pangs and aches find 
All turns and chaiiges of the wind. 
And, better than by'Napier^s bones» 
^Ftd in their own the age of moons j 4x6 

So guilty finners, ijn a ftate. 
Can by their crlin^s prognofticate^ • * 

3 And 
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And in their confcicnces feel pain 

Some days before a fhower of rain : 

He, therefore, wifely caft about 415 

All ways he could, t' infure his throat, 

And hither came, t' obferve and fmoke 

What courfes other rifkers took. 

And to the utmoil do his bed 

tTo fave himfelf,- and hang tlie reft. 420 

To match this Saint there was another. 
As bufy and perverfe a Brother, 

An 



Ver. 420.] Sir A. Afhley Cooper was of the miller's 
mind who was concerned in the Cornifti rebellion in 
the year 1558 : he, apprehending that Sir William 
Kingfton, Provoft-marlhal, and a rigorous man upon 
that occaGon, would order him to be hanged upon the 
•next tree before he went off, told his fervant that he 
expected fome gentlemen would come a-fi(hing to the 
mill, and, if they inquired for the miller, he ordered 
him to fay that be was the miller. Sir William came 
according to cxpe£iation, and inquiring for the miller, 
-the poor harmlefs fervant faid he was the miller. Upon 
which the Provoft ordered his fervants to feize him, and 
hang him upon the next tree 5 which terrified the poor 
fellow, and made him cry out, I am not the miller, 
but the miller's man. The Provoft told him, " That 
** he would take him at his word : if (fays he) thou 
** art the miller, thou art a bufy knave and rebel j— 
" and if thou art the miller's man, thou art a falfe ly- 
** ing knave, and canft not do thy mafter more fervice 
*< than to liang for him :" and, without more cere- 
mony, he was executed. 

Ver. 421.] This character exaftly -fuits John Lil- 

burn, 
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An haberdaflier of fmall wares 

In politics and ftate-affeirs 5 

More Jew than Rabbi Achithophel, 445 

And better gifted to rebel j 

For when h' had taught his tribe to 'fpoufe 

The Caufe, aloft upon one houfe. 

He fcornM to fet his own in order. 

But try'd another, and went further j 430 

So fuddenly addifted ftill 

To 's only principle, his will. 

That, whatfoe'er it chanc'd to prove. 

Nor force of argument could move. 

Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho'born, 43 5 

Could render half a grain lefs ftubbom y 

For he at any time would hang, 

For th' opportunity t' harangue j 

And 



burn, and no other, efpecially the 437, 438, 439, and 
440th lines : for it was faid of him, whei^ living, by 
Judge Jenkins, " That if the world was emptied of 
" all but himfelf, Lilbum would quarrel with John, 
** and John with Lilburn :'* which part of his charafter 
gave occafion for the following lines at his death ^ 

Is John departed, and is Lilbum gone f 
Farewell to both, to Lilbum and to John^ 
Yet, being dead, take this advice from me». 
Let them not both in one grave buried be t 
Lay John here, and Lilbum thereabout. 
For if they both (hould meet they would i^ oiit» 
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And rather on a gibbet dangle, 

Than mifs his dear delight, to wrangle j 4^ 

In which his parts were Co accompliftit. 

That, right or wrong, he ne'er was nonpluft«} 

But ftill his tongue ran on, the lek 

Of weight it bore, with greater eaf© j 

And with its everlailing clack 4^^^ 

Set all men*s ears upon the rack. 

No fooner could a hint appear^ 

But up he ftarted to picqueer, 

And made the ftouteft yield to mercy. 

When he engagM in controverfy 5 4511 

Not by the force of carnal reafon. 

But indefatigable teazing ; 

With vollies of eternal babble. 

And clamour, more unanfwerable. 

For though his topics, frail and weak^ 455 

Could ne'er amount above a freak. 

He ftill maintained them, like his faulti> 

Againll the defperat'H aflaults. 

And back'd their feeble want of fcnfe 

With greater heat and confidence ; 4^9 

As bones of Hc6lors, when they differ. 

The more they 're cudgel'd, grow the ftifFcr. 

Yet, when his profit moderated, 

The fury of his heat abated j 

For nothing but his intereft 465 

Could lay his devil of conteft : 

It was his choice, or chance, or curfe, 

C efpoufe the Ganfe for better or worfei 

-And 
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And with his worldly goods and wit. 

And foul and body, worfhip'd it : 47a 

But when he found the fullen trapes 

Poffefs'd with th' devil, worms, and claps | 

The Trojan mare, in foal with Greeks^ 

Not half fo full of jadiih tricks j 

Though fqueami/h in her outward woman> 47^ 

As loofe and rampant as Dol Common ; 

He ftill refolv'd, to mend the matter, 

T' adhere and cleave the obllinater 5 

And ftill, the fkittiflicr and loofer 

Her freaks appeared, to fit the clofer : 48a 

For fools are ftubborn in their way, 

As coins are hardened by th' allay ; 

And obftinacy 's ne'er fo ftiff. 

As when 'tis in a wrong belief. 

Thefe two, with others, being met, 485 

And clofe in confultation fet. 

After a difcontented paufe. 

And not without fufficient caufe. 

The 

Ver. 485, 486.] This cabal was held at Whitehall, 
at the very time that General Monk was dining with. 
the city of London. I heartily wifh the Poet had in- 
troduced the worthy Sir Hudibras into this grand af- 
fembly : his prefencc would have continued an unifor- 
mity in this Poem, and been very pleafing to the fpec- 
tator. His natural propenfion to loquacity would cer- 
tainly have exerted itfelf on fo important an occafion 5 
and his rhetoric and jargon would not have been lef» 
politic or entertaining than that of the two. orators heiA 
tbmdlerifed. 
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The orator we namM of late, 

Lefs troubled with the pangs of date 450 

Than with his own impatience 

To give himfelf firft audience, 

After he had a while lookM wife. 

At laft broke filence, and the ice. 

Quoth he. There 's nothing makes me doubt 4.95 
Our laft Outgoings brought about. 
More than to fee the characters 
Of real jealoufies and fears. 
Not feign'd, as once, but fadly horrid, 
ScorM upon every Member's forehead ; ^©0 

Who, 'caufe the clouds are drawn together. 
And threaten fudden change of weather. 
Feel pangs and aches of ftate-turns, 
And revolutions in their corns 5 
And, fincc our Workings-out are croft, roc 

Throw up the Caufe before 'tis loft. 
Was it to run away we meant 
When, taking of the Covenant, 
The lameft cripples of the Brothers 
Took oaths to run before all others, ^10 

But, in their own fenfe, only fwore 
To ftrive to run away before. 
And now would prove, that words and oath 
Engage us to renounce them both ? 
'Tis-true the Caufe is in the lurch, ^i^ 

Between a right and mongrel-church, 
The Prefbytcr and Independent, 
That ftickk which ihall make an end on *t i 

A$ 
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As 'twas made out to us the laft 
-Expedient,— t( I mean Margaret's faft) 51* 

When Providence had been fuborn'd 

What anfwer was to be returned : 
^Ife why fhould tumults fright us now. 

We have fo many times gone through. 

And underftand as well to tame , .jlj 

As, when they ferve our turns, V inflame ? 
'Have proved how inconfiderable 
•Are all engagements of the rabble ; 

Whofe frenzies nmft be reconciPd 

With di-ums and rattles, like a child, ^30 

tBut never ptovM fo profperous. 

As when they were led on by us 5 

For all our fcouring of religion 
. -Began with tumults and fedition ; 

When hurricanes of fierce commotion 5-^5 

Became ftrong motives to devotion ' 

^(As carnal feamen, in a ftorm. 

Turn pious converts, and reform) ; 

When rufty weapons, with chalk'd edges, 

Maintained our feeble privileges, 540 

And brown-bills, levy*d in the City, 

Made bills to pafs the Grand Committee 5* 

AVhen Zeal^ with aged clubs and gleaves, 

•<5ave chace to rochets and white fleeves, 

And 

Ver. 511.] Alluding to the impudence of thofe 
pretended faints, who frequently aire^ed God Al- 
mighty what anfwers he fhould return to their prayers. 
Mr. Siineon Afh was called the God-challenger, 
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And made the Church, and State, and Laws, 545 

Submit t* old iron, and the Caufe. 

And as we thrivM by tumults dien. 

So might we better now again. 

If we knew how, as then we did. 

To yfe them rightly in oiir need.: 550 

Tumults, by which the mutinous 

Betray themfelves inftead of us ; 

The hollow-hearted, difaffeaed. 

And clofe malignant are dete^ed j 

Whp lay their lives and fortunes down, 555 

For pledges to fecure our own j 

And i&eely facrifice th6ir ears 

T' appeafe our jealoufies and fears t • 

And yet for all thefe providences 

W are ofFer'd, if we had our fcnfes, 560 

We idly fit, like ftupid blockheads. 

Our hands committed to our pockets. 

And nothing but our tongues at large. 

To get the wretches a difcharge : 

^ike men condemn^ to thunderbolts, 56 j. 

Who, ere the blow, become mere dolts j , 

Or fools befotted with their crimes, 

iThat know not how to (hift betimes. 

That neither have the hearts to ftay. 

Nor wit enough to run away ; . 579. 

Who, if we could refolve on either. 

Might ftand or fall at leaft together }., 

Ho mean nor trivial folaces 

To partners in extreme diftrefs $ 

Vox. M* n> Who 
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Who life tq Icflen their defpair* ^75 

By parting them int* equal ihares $ 
As if, the more they were to bear. 
They felt the weight the eafier j 
And every one the gentler hung, 
Tiie more he took his turn among* 58a 

But *tis not come to that^ as yet> 
If we had courage left, or wit. 
Who, when our fate can be no worfty 
Are fitted for the bi-aveft courfe, 
Have time to rally, and prepare jf ^ 

Our laft and beft defence, defpair : 
Defpair, by which the gallanted feats 
Have been atchiev'd in greateft ftraits. 
And horrid^ ft dangers fafely wavM, 
By. being courageoufly outbravM ; 5^ 

As wounds by wider wounds are healM^ 
And poifons by themfelves cxpell'd s 
And fo they might be now again. 
If we were, what we (hould be, men } 
And not fo dully defperate, 5^5 

To fide agaihft ourfelves with Fate : 
As criminals, condemned to fuflFer, 
Are blinded firft, and then tum'd over. 
This comes of breaking Covenant*, 
And fetting up exauns of Saints, tfoe 

That 



Ver. 600.] Aft J fitting up exauns of Saints, This is 
falfe printed ; it (hould be written ixsmts^ or ixtmpffs 
whi^h is a French word^ pronounced exauus* 
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'ThdX fine, like aldermen, for giracc> 
To be excused the efl^cafce ; 
For fpiritual men are too tfanfcendent. 
That mount their batiks, for independent^ 
To hang, like Mahomet, in the air» "^os 

Or St. Ignatius, at his prayer. 
By pure geometry, and hate 
Dependence upon church or ftate i 
l>ifdain the pedantry o' th' letter. 
And, fince obedience is better '6i» 

•(The Scripture fays) than facrifice, 
Prefume the lefs on *t will fuffice j 
And fcom to have the moderated ftinti 
Prefcrib'd their peremptory hints. 
Or any opinion, true or falfe, 16 1 5 

DeclarM as ftich, in Do£h-inals | 
But left at large to make their beft on, 
Without being t:aird t* account or queftioA s 
Interpret all the fpleen reveals. 

As Whittington explained the bells 5 1620 

And bid therafelves turn back again 
Lord Mayors of New Jerufalem } 
Btrt look ^ big and overgrown, 
They icorii thek edifiers to own,, 
Who tacught them all their fprinkling leflbns^ 625 

Their tones, and fan^^ify'd expreflions 5 
Bcft6w'd their Gifts upon a Saint, 
Like charity, on thofe that want j 
And Icam^'d th' apocryphal bigots 
T* iaipire themfelves witli fhort-hand notes j 650 

D » For 
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For which they fcorn and hate them worfe. 
Than dogs and cats do fow^gelders : 
For who firft bred them up to pray» 
And teach the Houfe of Qommons* way ? 
Where had they all their gifted phrafes, . 6 j[5 ;. 

But from our Calamies and Cafes ? 
Without whofe fprinkling audifowing, , 
Who e'er had heard, of Nye or Owen ? 
Their Difpenfations hid been ftifledj^ . 
But for our Adoniram Byfield ; 6^ - 

And, had^they not,Jbegun the war> . 
They 'ad ne'er been fainted as. they are; 
For Saints in p^ace degenerate. 
And dwindle down to reprobate ; 
Their zeal corrupts^ like (landing water,., 6^ 

'In th' intervals of war and (laughter j ,. 
Abates the (harpnefs of its edge. 
Without the power of facrilege.: 

And 

* Ver. 636.] Calamy and Cafe were chief men among 
the Pre(byterians^ as Owen and Nye were amongft tl^ 
Independents. 

Ver, 640.] Adoniram Byfield, He was. a. broken apo- 
thecary, a zealous Covenanter, one of the fcribes to . 
the Aflembly of Divines ; and, no doubt, fbr his great 
2eal and pains-taiking in his office, he had the profit 
of printing the DireSory, the copy whereof was fold 
for 400/. though, when printed, the price was but 
three-pence. 

Ver. 648.] It is an obfervation made by many wri- 
ters upon the AiTembly of Divines, that in tlicir anno- 
tations upon the Bible they cautioudy avoid fpeaking 
upon the fubje^ of facrilege. 
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though they Ve tricks to Caft their fins, 
ify as ferpents do their (kins, 6$% 

in a whih ptw but Ugain, 
ice they turti mere'carhal men, 
from the' moft refinM of Saints, 
iturally grt)w mifcreants 
irnacles turn foland gecfe 4 55 

• iflands of th' Orcadcs. 

• Difpenfation 's but a ticket 
heir conforming to the Wicked, 
. whom the greateft difference 

more in words and (hew than fenfe x 66# 

s the Pope, that keeps the gate 
saven, wears three crowns of ilate 5 

that keeps the gate of hell, 
1 Cerbcrui, wears three heads as well j 

if the world has anytfofh, .665 

have been canonizM In both, 
hat which ctees them greateft harm, 

• fpiritual gizrai'ds are too warm, 
h puts the overheated Tots 

rer ftill, like other goats 5 670 

hough the Whore bends hereticks 

flames of fire, like crooked flicks, 
khifmatifts fo vallly differ, 
lotter they 're they grow the ftiffer ; 
etting-off their fpiritual goods 675. 

fierce and'pertinacious feuds : 
Seal *s a dreadful termagant, 
teaches Saints to tear and rant 5 

D 3 And 
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And Independents to profefs 

The do6lrine of iDependences f i$o 

Turns meek, and fecret, fneajung one$> 

To Rawheads fierce and Bloodybones $ 

Andy not content with endlefs quarrc^s^ 

Againft the Wrcked, and their morals. 

The Gibellmes, for want of Guelfs^ $2^ 

Divert their rage upon themfelves. 

For, now the war is not between 

The Brethren and the Men of 3in, 

But Saint and Saint, to i^fll the blood 

Of one another's Brotherhood, C^O 

Where neither fide can lay pretence 

To Hberty of confcience, 

Cr, zealous fuffcring for the Caufc, 

To gain one groat^s-worth of applaufe ^ 

For^ though endnr'd with rei&lution, f^j; 

"•Twill ne'er amount to perfi(cution. 

Shall precious Saints, and fecret ones. 

Break one another's outward bones> 

And eat the flefh of Brethren, 

Inftead of kings and mighty men ? 700 

tVhen fiends agree among themfelves. 

Shall they be found the greater elves ? 

When Bell 's at union with the bragon. 

And Baal-Peor friends with Dagon ; 

When favagc bears agree with bears, 705 

Shall fecret ones lug Saints by th* ear8> 

And not atone their fatal wrath, 

Vf hen conunon danger threatens both ?" 

Shall 
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Shall maftiffs, by the collars pull'd, 

^Mag'd with bullsy let go their hold ? 710 

And Saints, whofe necks are pawnM at ftake^^ 

No notice of tjie danger take ? 

But though no power of heaven or hell 

Can pacify fanatic zeal, 

AJir»l|o would not guefs tl^ere might be hopeft, 715 

The fear «£ gftllowfee and ropes, 

Before their eyes, i^kight reconcile 

Their animofities a while. 

At leaft until they >d a clear ftage, 

An4 equal freedon^ to engage, . . 7&0 

Without the danger of furprife 

By both our comm9n enemies ? 

This none but we alone could doubt, 
Who underftand tl\ieir workings-out. 
And know them, botli in foul and conTcience^ 725 
Given up t' as r^eprobate a nonfenfe 
As fpiritual o^tlaw9, !w<bom the power 
Of miracle can ne'er reftore. 
We whom at firft they fct-up under 
In revelation only^ of plunder, 739 

Who fince have had fo many trials 
Of their incrqaching felf-denials^ 
That rook'd upon us with deiign 
To out-reform and undermine 5 
Took all our interefts and commands 735^ 

Perfidioufly out of our hands 5 
InvolvM us in the guilt of blood. 
Without the. motive-gains allofw*d« 

P 4. And 
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And made us ferve as miniftcrial, 

Like younger fons of Father Belial : 740 

And ycV for all th' inhuman wrong 

They *ad done us and the Caufe fo loDg» 

We never fail'd to carry on 

The Work ftill, as we had begun } 

Bat true and faithfully obeyM, 745 

And neither preachM them hurt, nor pray*d } 

Nor troubled them to crop our ear8» 

Nor hang us, like the Cavaliers $ 

Nor put them to the charge of jails. 

To find us pillories and carts* -tails, 75* 

Or hangman's wages, which the ftate 

Was forc'd (before them) to be at $ 

That cut, like tallies to the ftumps. 

Our ears for keeping true accompts. 

And burnt our velTels, like a new 755 

SeaPd peck, or bufliel, for being true ; 

But hand in hanxl, like faithful Brothers, 

Held for the Caufe againft all others, 

Difdaining equally to yield 

One fy liable of what we held. 760 

And, though we differed now and then 

'Bout outward things, and outward men. 

Our inward men, and conftant frame 

Of fpirit, ftill were near the fame j 

And till they firfL began to cant, 765 

And fprinkle down the Covenant, 

We ne'er had call in any place. 

Nor dream'd of teaching down Free Grace ; 

But 
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'd our Gifts perpetailly 

the common enemy, 77# 

h *twas our and their opinion^ 

aer^s church was but a Rimmon : 

: for all this Gofpel-union, 

tward ihew of Ch«rcfa-communio9» 

ne'er admit us to our fliares, 775 

ig church or ftate affairs, 
; us leave t" abiblve, or fentence 
3wn conditions of repentanc«^ 
•'d our: dividend o' the Crown 

fo painfully preachM down, j%9 

'cM us, though againft the grain, 

calls to teach it. up again; 
IS but juftice to reftore 
3ng8 we ^ad receivM before ; 
rhen 'twas held forth in our way, 785 

been ungrateful not to pay ; 
or the right we 've done the nation, 
m'd our temporal falvation, 
t our vefli^ls in a way, 

3re, to come again in play s 790 

be turning of us out 
ught this providence about, 
Lt our only fuffering 
o bring-in the King, 

ould our a6lions not have done, 795. 

been fufFer'd to go on ? 
refore may pretend t* a (hare, 
, in carrying-on th* <affair; 

But 



4* BUTLER'S POEMS. 

But whether that be Co or not, 

We Ve done enough to have it though ty . Soo 

And that *s as ggod a$ if we *ad done % 
And eafier pa^'d upon account : 
For if it be but half. denyM, 
*Tis half a^ good as juftify'd. 

The world is natUiTally averie 105 

To all the truth it fees or hears. 
But fwallows noAienfe, and a lye. 
With greed inefs ;u)d gluttony | 
And though it have the pique, and long, 
*Tis ftill for fomething in the wrong ^ %to 

As women loqg, when they *re with chUd^ 
For things extravagaint and wild ; 
For meats ridiculous and fulfome. 
But feldom any thing that ''s wholdKune } 
And, like th^ world, men^s jobbemoles 815. 

Turn round upon their ears, the poles^ 
And what they.Ve confidently told. 
By no fenfe elfe can, be contrord. 
' And this, perhaps, may prove the means 
Once more to hedge-in Providence. Sa^ 

For, as relapfes make difeafes 
More defperate than their, firft acceflcis. 
If we but get again in power. 
Our work is eafier than before. 
And we more re«dy and expert Z%i 

T th' myftery, to do our part ; 
We, who did ratl^ undertake 
The firil war to create than omkc} 

3 AncI^ 
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And, when of nothing ^twas begiHi, 

RaisM funds, as ftrange, to cany *t on ^ 83^ 

TrepannM the ftate, and facM it do¥m. 

With plots and projiefts of our own ^ 

And if we did fuch feats at firft. 

What can we, now we 're better verft ? 

Who have a freer latitude, 835 

Than (inners give therafelves, allowed j 

And therefore likelieft to bring-in. 

On faireft terms, our Difcipline; 

To which it was rcveal'd long fince 

We were ordainM by Providence, ^ 840 

When three Saints' ears, our predecefibrs^ 

The Caufe's primitive confeflbrs. 

Being crudfy'd, the nation ftood 

In juft fo many years of blood, 

That, multiply'd by Six, expreft |^^ 

The perfect nmnt>er of the Beafi, 

And provM that we muft be the men 

To bring this work about again ; 

J^jnd thofe who laid the firft foundation. 

Complete the thbrougb Reformation : ' 850 

For who have gifts to carry on 

So g^at a work, but we alone f 

What Churches have fuch able paftors. 

And precious, powerful, preaching Mailers ? 

Poffefs'd 

Ver. 841.] Burton, Prynne, and Baftwick, three 
notorious ringleaders of the jfa^Hons, juft at the be « 
giQping of the late horrid Rebellion, 
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Poffefs'd with abfolute dominions • ^55 

P'«r Brethren' a purfes and opinions ? 
And) trufted with die xiouble keys 
« Of heaven, and their wsurehoufes $ 
Who, when the Caufe ir in diftrefs, 
Can fumifti out what Aims they plea(«> ■•%6o 

That brooding lie in bankers' hands, 
To be difpos'd. at their- commands. 
And daily' increafe and multiply 
With Doarine, Ufe, and Ufury j 
Can fetch-in parties, (as, in war, -16^ 

All other heads of cattle are) 
From th' enei^y.of all religions. 
As well as high and low conditions^ 
And ihare them, from blue ribbands, down 
To all blue aprons in the town ; .S70 

From ladies hurried in calleches. 
With cornets at their footmen's breeches. 
To bawds as fat ^Mother Nab, 
AU guts and belly, like a crab. 
Our party 's great, and better ty'd 'tjn^ 

With oaths, and trade, than any fide.; 
HSis one confiderable improvement 
To double fortify the Covenant; 
I mean our Covenant to purchafe 
Delinquents' titles, and the Churclv's, -SScr 

Xhat pafs in fale, from hand to hand. 
Among ourfelves, for current land. 
And rife or fall, like Indian anions. 
According to. the rate of fk6Uons j 

Our 
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Our bed referve for Reformation, St 5 

When new Outgoings give occaiion j 
That keeps thejoins of Brethren gir^ . 
The Covenant (their creed) t* affcrt 5 
And, when thtsy Ve pack'd a Parliament, 
Will once more try th' expedient t t^ 

Who can already mufter friends • 
To ferve for members to our end», 
That reprefent no part o^ th** nation^ . 
3at Fi(her*s -folly congregation 5 
Are only tools to our intrigues, S95 

And fit like geefe to hatch our^eggs ^ .. 
Who, by their precedents of wit, 
T' outfs^ft, outloiter, and outfit. 
Can order matters under hand. 

To put all bufinefs to % ftand ; . ^o« 

Lay public bills afide for private, , 
And make them one another drive out ;.: 
Divert the great and neceflary, 
^Wlth trifles to contefl and vary j 
And make the nation reprefent, . ^^ . 

And ferve for \m in Parliament >, 
Gut out more work than can be done 
In Plato*s year, but fini(h none, 
Unlefs it be the bulls of Lenthal, 
That always pafsM for fundamental $ . 910 

Caa 

Vfer. 909.] Mr. I^nthd was Speaker to that Houfo 
of- Commons which begun the Rebellion, murdered 
the King, becoming then but the Rump, or fag-endt 

of 
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Can fet up grand£e againft grandee. 

To fquander time away and bandy ; 

Make Lords and Commoners lay (leges 

To one another's privileges $ 

And, rather than compound the quarrel, -913 

Engage, to th^ inevitable peril 

Of both their ruins, th^ only fcope 

And confolation of our hope j 

Who, though we do not play the game, 

AfTift as much by giving aim $ ^24 

Can introduce our ancient arts, 

For heads of fa£kions, t' aft their parts { 

Knovr what a leading voice is worth, 

A feconding, a third, or fourth ; 

How much a cafting voice comes to, 9x5 

That turns up trump of Aye or No i 

And, by adjufting all at th' end. 

Share every one his dividend : 

An art that fo much ftudy coft. 

And now ^s in danger to be loft, 9^ 

Unlefs our ancient virtuofo^s, 

That found it out, get into th^ Houfds. 

Thcill 



of a Houfe, and was turned out by Oliver Cromwell $ 
reftored after Richard was outed, and at laft difToived 
themfelves at General Monk's command : and as his 
name was fet to the ordinances of this Houfe, thefe 
ordinances are here called the Bulls of Lentbalf in al- 
l\i(ibn to the Pope'$ bulls, which are humoroufly de- 
fcribed by the author of A ToU ojf* a tub. 
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Thefe are the courfes that we took 
To carry things by hook or crook. 
And practised down from foity-foor, ^§5 

Until they turn'd us out of door, 
Befidesy the herds of Boutefeus 
We fet on work without the Houfe, 
When every knight and citizen 

Kept legiflative journeymen, ^d 

To bring them in intelligence, 
From all points, of the rabble's fenfci 
And fill tbe lobbies of both Houfes 
With politic important buzzes j 
Set up committees of cabals, 94^ 

Tcr pack defigns without the walls j 
Examine, and draw up all news. 
And fit it to our prefent ufe $ 
Agree upon the plot o' the farce» • 
Ajid every one his part rehearfe ; 95^ 

Make Q^ of anfwers, to waylay 
What th' other party 's like to fay ; 
What repartees, and fmart reflections. 
Shall be returnM to all objeClions j 
And who ihall break the mafler-jeft, ^^^ 

And what, and how, upon the reft : 

Help 

Ver. 934.] Judge Crook and Hutton were the two 
judges who diflented from their ten brethren in the cafe 
of mip-money, when it was argued in the Exchequer $ 
which occafioned the wags to lay, that the King car- 
ried it by Hookf but not by Cr$pk, 



4t' BUTLER'S POEMS. 

Help pamphlets out, with fafe editions, 

Of proper danders and feditions, 

Att4 treafon for a token fend. 

By letter, to a country friend ^ 960 

Difperfe lampoons, the only wit 

That men, like bursary, commit^ 

With falfer than a padder^s face, 

l^hat all its owner does betrays. 

Who therefore dares not tnift it, when 965- 

He ''s in his calling to be feen $ 

Difperfe the dung on barren earth. 

To bring new weeds of difcord forth 5 

^e fure to keep up congregations. 

In fpite of laws and proclamations : 970 

For chiarlatans can do no good. 

Until they 're mounted in a crowd ; 

And when they 're punifh'd, all the hurt 

!• but to fare the better for 't 5 

As long as confeffors are fure 9^5 • 

Of double pay for all th' endure, 

And what they earn in perfecution, 

Are paid t' a groat in contribution : 

Y^hence fome tub-holders -forth have made 

In powdering-tubsi their richeft trade ; 98** 

And, while they kept their (hops in prifon, 

Have found their prices ftrangely rifen 5 

Difdain to own the leaft regret 

For all the Chriftian blood we 've let 5 

'Twill fave our credit, and maintain, 985; " 

Our title to do fo again j 

That 
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r'hat needs not co£t one drain of fenfe, 

lut pertinacious impudence* 

(ur conftancy to our principles, 

irtime, will wear out all things elfe $ ^^e* 

ike marble ftatues, rubbM in pieces 

iTith gallantry of pilgrims^ kifTes $ « 

iThile thofe who turn and wind their oaths^ 

[ave fweird and fvink, like other froths j 

revaird a while, but *twas not long 995 

efore from world to world they fwung, 

.s they had turn'd from fide to fide ^ 

Lnd as the changelings liv'd they dy*d. 

This faid^ th* impatient Statefmonger 

otflll now contain himfelf no longer, ioc»* 

^ho had not fpaKd to ihew his piques- 

gainft th* haranguer''s politics. 

^ith fmart remarks of leering faces, . 

nd annotations of grimaces, 

ft^# h"* had adminifterM a dofe 1005- 

F fnuff mundungus to his nofe,^, 

And 



Vci. 995, 996.] Dr. South remarks upon theRegi- 
ies, ** That fo. fure did they make 01 heaven, and 
fo fully reckoned themfelves in the high road thi* 
thcr, tnat they never fo much as thought that their 
Saintihips (hould take Tyburn in the way." 
Ver. 1004. ] Grimajbes, edition 1674. Altered^ 
S4. 

VoL.II* K 
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And powdcr'd th' infide of his fcull, 

Inftead of the outward jobbernoly 

He (hook it with a fcornfiil look 

On th^ adverfary, and thus he fpoke ? lozo 

In drefTing a calf's head, although 
The tongue anc^ brains together go> 
Both keep Qy great a diftance here, 
*Ti8 ftrange if ever they come near ; 
For who did ever play his gambols 10x5 

With fuch infuiferable rambles. 
To make the bringing in the King 
And keeping of him put one diing ? 
Which none could do, but tbofe that fwore 
T* a^ point'blan)^ nonfenfe Heretofore i idadi 

That to defend was to invade. 
And to afTaillnate to aid : 
Unlefs, becaufe ypu drove him out, 
(And that was never made a doubt) 
No power is able to reflore 10^5 

And bring him in, but on your fcorjS :, 
A fpiritual doflrine, that conduces 
Moft properly to all your ufes. 
^Tis true, a fcorpion's oil is faid 
To cure the wounds the vermin mwAe ;. 1090 

And weapons drefsM with falves reftore 
And heal the hurts they gave before ; 
But whether Prefbyterians have 
So much good-nature as the falve^ 

Or 

Ver. 1007.] Irtfiife of bis foul, in the firft edition of 
J 67 8. Altered to fcuil, ^84, four years ffptjc Mr, 
Butler's death. 
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X>v Tirtuc in them as the vermin, t^^S 

Thofe who have tryM them can determine. 
Indeed 'tis pity y<m (honld mrft 
Th' arrears of all your fervices^> 
And, for th' «ternaT obligation 
V' kid upon th' ungrateful nation, io/^a 

Be us'd fo unconfcionably hard, 
As not to find a jufl reward 
For letting rapine loofe, and murthcr^ 
To rage juft fo far, but no further. 
And, fettiug all the land on fire, 1045 

To bum t' a fcantling. But n^o higher 5 
for venttring to affafHnafe 
And cut the throafs of Church and Statt, 
And not be allowed the fitteft men 
To take the charge of both agaift : J©5« 

Efpccially that have the grace 
Of felf-dctiying gifted face 5 
Who, when your projefts have wifcarryM*, 
'Can lay them, with undaunted forehead, 
On thofe you painfully trepann'd, " t055 

And fprihkled in at fecond-hand ; 
As we have been, to fhare the guilt 
Of Chriftian blood, devest tly fpilt ; 
far fo our ignorance was flamm'd, 
To damn ourfelveS) t* avoid being damnM ; ib^* 

Till, finding your old foe, the hangman. 
Was like to iHirch you at Back-gammoii, 
And win yowr necks \ipoh the fet. 
As well z's ourS) who did but bet 

E 4 (F<ii' 
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{^Fof he had drawn your ears before, io6j 

And niclcM them on the felf-fame fcore)^ 

We threw the box and dice away. 

Before y' had loft us at foul play. 

And brought you down to rook and lye^ 

And fancy only on the bye $ 107O 

Redeemed your forfeit jobbemoles. 

From perching upon lofty poles. 

And refcued all your outward traitors 

From hanging up, like aligators ^ 

For which ingenuoufly ye 've /hew*d JIC75 

Your Prefbyterian gratitude 5 

Would freely have paid us home in kind> 

And not have been one rope behind. 

Thofe were your motives to divide, 

And fcruple, on the other fide 5 1 9$^ 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force. 

To fits of conlcience and rcmorfe 5 

To be convincM they wei-e in vain, 

And face about for new again : 

For truth no more unveil'd your eyes, icSj 

Than maggots are convincM to flies ^ 

And therefore all your Lights and Calls 

Are but apocr3rphal and falfe. 

To 

Ver. 1065.] Alluding to the cafe of Mr. Prynne, 
who had his ears cropped twice for his feditious 
writings. 

Vcr. 1086. Than maggots are convinced to Jlies.J 
Thus it ftands in all editions to 1710, exclufive, and 
then altered, Than maggots when they turn to flies. 
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To charge us with the confequences 

Of all your native infblences, 109* 

^hat to your own imperious wills ' 

Laid Law and Gofpel neck and heels 5 

Con-upted the» Old Teftamcnt, 

To fenre the New for precedent j 

T' amend its errors and defers 1095 

With murther and rebellion texts $ 

Of ^ich*there is not any one 

In all the book to fow upon ; 

And therefore (from your tribe) the Jews * 

Held'Chriftian do6lrine forth, and ufe ; 1100 

As Mahomet (your chief) began 

To^mix them in the Alcoran ; 

DenouncM and pray'd, with fierce devotion. 

And' bended elbows on the culhion 5 

Stole from the beggars all your tones, 1105 

And gifted mortifying groans j 

Had lights where better eyes were blind. 

As pigs are faid to fee the wind ; ' 

Fiird Bedlam with predefti nation, 

And J^nightfbridge with illumination 5 mo 

Made children, with your tones, to run for 't. 

As bad as Bloodybones or Lunsford. 

While 

Ver. »095.] This was done by a fanatical printer, in 
tiie feventh commandment j who printed it, Thou ihait 
commit adultery, and was fined for it in the Star- 
chamber, or digh-commiiiion Court. 

Ver. iixa.. Or Lunsford,] It was one of the artifices 
4f thfi.Male^contents in .the Civil war, to raife falfe 
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While women, great with child, mifcax:ry'd», 

For being to malignantsniarry'd :. 

Transform'd all wives to Dalilahs, s^i^5 

Whofe hulbands were not for the Cauie f 

And turn'd the men to ten-hora'd cattle^ 

Becaufe they came not out to battle $ 

Made taylors' 'prentices turir heroes. 

For fear of being tranform'd to Mejaoz^ i^x^b» 

And rather forfeit their indentures, • • 

Than not efpoufe the Saints' adventures s 

Could transf\ib(lantiate,. metamoiphofe, 

And charm whole herds of beafts, like Orj^ieus j 

Inchani 

alarms, and to fill the people ftrll of frightful appre- 
henfions. In particular they raifed a terrible outcry of 
the imaginary danger they conceived from the Lord 
pigby and Colonel Lunsford, Lilbum glories, upon 
his trial, for being an incendiary on fuch occafions». 
and mentions the tumult he raifed againft the innocent 
Colonel as a meritorious action : ** I was> once ar- 
** raigned (fays he) before the Houfe of Peers, for 
•* fticking clofe to the liberties and privileges of thi» 
** nation, and thofe that ftood for them, being one o€ 
** thofe two oi* three men that firft drew their fwords 
" in Weftnunfter-hall againft Colonel Lunsford, and 
*' fome fcores of his aifociates s at that tinae it wasi. 
« fuppofed they intended to cut the throats of the 
«* chiefeft men then fitting in the Houfe of Peers.'* 
And, to render him the more odious, they reported 
that he was of fo brutal an appetite that he would eat 
children. And, to make this gentleman the mai€ de»' 
tcftable, they made horrid piftures of liim. Colonel 
Lunsford, after all, was aperfon of extraordinary fo- 
briety, induftrv, and courage, and was killed at thi^ 
Uking of Briaol bj the Kio|;t in i64.}. 
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fnchant the King's and Church's lands, 1115 

T' obey and follow your commands. 
And fettle on a new freehold, 
As Marcly-hill: had done of olds; 
Could turn the Covenant, and tranflate 
^ki Gofpel into fpoons and plate ; 113^ 

Expound upon all merchants' caflies. 
And open th' intncateft places j 
Could catechife a money-box. 
And prove all pouches orthodox ; 
fJilfil the Caufe became a Damon, 11 35 

And Pythias the wicked Mammon t 

And yet, in fpite of all your charms 
To bon)ure Legion up in arms. 
And raife more devils in the rout, 
Thm e'er y' were able to caft out, H4.0 

Y' have been veduc'di and by thofe fool* 
Bred up (you fay) in your own fchools. 
Who, though but gifted at your feet, 
Have made it plain they have more wit i 
By whom you 've been fo oft trepann'd, xx^j^ 

And held forth out of all command ; 
Out-gifted, ottt-impuls'd, out-done^ 
And out-reveal'd at Carryings-on j 
Of all your Difpenfations worm'd ; 
Out-providencM, and out-reform'd ^ ti 50 

£je£ied out of Church and State, 
And all things but the people's Kate ^ 
And fpiritcd out of th' enjoyments 
€>£ precious^, edifybg employments^ 

E 4. Bl' 
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By thofe who lodg'd their gifts and graces, rifj 

Like better bowlers, in your places : 

All which you bore with refolution, 

ChargM on th* account of perfecution ; 

And though moft righteoudy opprefsM, 

^g^inft your wills, ftill acquiefcM ; pi 69 

And never hum'd and hahM Sedition, 

Nor fnuffled Treafon, nor Mifprifion : 

That is, becaufe you never durft j 

For, had you preach'd and pray'd your worft, 

Alas ! you were no longer able 1165 

To raife your pofle of the rabble : 

One Tingle red-coat centinel 

Outcharm'd the magic of the fpcll, • 

And, with his fquirt-fire, could difperfe 

Whole troops with chapter rais'd and vcrfe. H70 

We knew too well thofe tricks of yours. 

To leave it ever in your powers, 

Or trufl our fafeties or -undoings 

To your difpofing of Outgoings, 

fiXy, to your ordering Providence, 'I ' 75 

One farthing's-worth of confequenoc. 

For had you power to undermine. 
Or wit to carry a defign. 
Or correfpondence to trepan, • 

Jnvf igle, or betray one man, 1 1*90 

There 's nothing elfe that intervenes. 
And bars your zeal to u£e the means $ 
And therefore wondrous like, no doubt. 
To bring in kings, or keep them out : 



Brave 
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^raye undertakers to rcftore, 1x8-5 

That could not keep yourfelves in power 5 
TT advance tbe interefts of the Crown^ 
That wanted wit to keep your own. . 

'Tis true ye have (for I'd be loth 
J3^o -wrong you) done your parts in botby T190 

To keep him out, and bring him in, 
As Grace is introducM by Sin ; 
For 'twas your^ealous want of fenfe. 
And fanftify'd impertinence, 

Vour carrying budnefs in a huddle, ' ^'95 

That forc'd our rulers to new-model, 
Oblig'd the State to tack about. 
And turn you, root and branch, all otit-; 
To reformado^one and all, 

ST' your great Croyfado General : ^iioo 

Your greedy Havering to devour. 
Before 'twas in your clutches, powers 
That fprung the- game you were to fct^ 
Before ye 'ad time to draw the net : 
^Tour fpite to fee the Church's land« 4205 

Divided into other hands. 
And all your facrilegious ventures 
Laid out in tickets and debentures t 
Your envy to^'fprinkled down. 
By under-churches in the Town, T»i6 

And no courfe us'd to flop their mouths. 
Nor th' Independents' fpreading growths : 
All which confider'd, 'tis moft true 
^one bring him in fo much as youj 

Who 
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Who have prevail'd beyond their plots, J211; 

Their midnight juntos, and fealM knots ; 
That thrive more by your zealous piques. 
Than all their own rafh politics. 
And this way you may claim a (hare 
in ^rrying (as you brag) th' affair j jaio 

Elfe frogs and toads, that croakM the Jews 
From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns loofe, 
And flies and mange, that fet thera free 
From talkmafters and flavery. 

Were likelier to do the feat, t%z$ 

in any indifferent man's conceit i 
For who e^er heard of Reftoration, 
' Until your thorough Reformation ? 
That is, the King's and Church's land* 
Were fequefterM int' other hands t 1230 

For only then, and not before. 
Your eyes were openM to reftore j 
And, when the work was carrying om. 
Who crofs'd it but youdelves alone I 
As by a world of iiints appears, »a3| 

All phin, and extant, as your ears» 

But firft, o' th' firft : The Ifle of Wight 
Will rife up, if you Should deny 't. 
Where Henderfon, and th' oiher Maflos^ 
Vine fent to cap texts, and put caf^s t 124A 

To 

Ver. 1239. Jf^ere Henderfon.'] When the King, in 
the year 1646, was in the Scotch aimy, the Englifli 
Parliament fent hiai fome prot^ofitien^^ one of whicK* 



\ 
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Xo pafs for deep and learned fcholars^ 
Although but paltry Ob and Sellers t 

A* 

was the abolition of Kpifcopacyy and the fetting up 
Prefbytcry in its ftead. Mr. Henderfon, one of th« 
chief of the Scotch Preihyterian minifterSy was employ •» 
ed to induce the King to asree to this propofition, it 
Being what his Majcfty chiefly (hick at. Accordingly 
he came provided with books and papers for his pur- 
pofe : the controverly was debated in writing, as well 
as by perfonal conference, and feveral papers pafTed 
between them,, which have been feveral times publifhed ; 
&om which it appears that the King, without books or 
papers, or any one to aflift him, was an overmatch for 
this old champion of the Kirk (and, I think, it will 
be no hyperbole if I add, for all the then Engliih and 
Scotch Prefbytcrian teachers put together), and made 
him fo far a convert, that he departed, with great for- 
Bow, to Edinburgh^, with a deep fenfe of the mifchief 
of which he had been the author and abettor ; and not 
only lamented to his friends and confidents, on his 
death-bed, which followed foon after, but likcwife pub- 
lifhed a folemn declaration to the Parliament and Synod 
of England, in which he owned, ** That they had been 
*« abuied with mofk falfe afperfions againfl his Majefty, 
** and that they ought to reftore him to his full rights, 
" royal throne,, and dignity, left an endlefs charafter 
" of ingratitude lie upon them, that may turn to their 
** ruin.** As to the rCing himielf, befides mentioning 
his juftice, his magnanimity, his fobriety, his charity, 
and other virtues, he has thefe words t ** 1 do declare, 
" before God and the world, whether in relation tn 
** the Kirk or State, I found his Maiefly the moft in- 
•* telligent man that ever I fpake witfl, as far beyond 
«* my expreffion> as expeftation. — ^I profefs I was often- 
<* times aftonUhed with the quicknefs of his reafons. 

"an* 
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As if th' unfeafonable fools 

Had been a courting in die fchoolsy 

tJntil they 'ad prov'd the devil author i^45 

.O' th' Covenant, and the Caufe his daughter : 

For, when they charged him with the guilt 

Of all the blood that had been fpilt» 

They 



** and replies.; wondered how he, fpending his time 
** in fports and recreations, could have attained to fo 
.** great knowledge ; and muft confefs that I was con- 
*' vinced in confcience, and knew not how to give him 
*< any reafonable fatisfa£lion : yet the fweetneis of hi^ 
'* difpofition is fuch, that whatever I faid was well 
** taken. I muft fay that I never met with any difpu- 
*' tant of that mild and calm temper; which convinced 
*^ me that his wifdom and moderation could notl>e 
** without an extraordinary meafure of divine grace. 
*' I dare fay, if his advice had been followed, all the 
*' blood that is ihed, and all the rapine that has been 
** committed, would have been prevented,'* 

Ver. 124A. Ob and Sollers,'] Whoever confiders the 
context, will find that Ob and Sollers are defigned ae 
a chara6ler of Mr. Henderfon and his fellow difputants, 
who are called 'Mqjfes (as Mas is an abridgment of 
Mafter) that is, young matters in divinity ; and this 
chara6ler fignifies fomething quite contrary to deep and 
learned fcholars ; particularly fuch as had ftudied con- 
troverfies, as they are handled by little books or fyf- 
tems (of the Dutch and Geneva cut) where the au- 
thors rcprefent their advcrfaries' arguments by fmall 
obje£lions, and fubjoin their own pitiful folutions. In 
the margin of thefe books may be feen Oh and SoU 
Such muihroom-divines are ingeniouily and com- 
pendigufly called Ob and Sollers* 
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They did not mean he wrought th' eiFuiion 

In pcrfon, like Sir Pride or Hughfon j 1250 

But only thofe who firft begun 

The quarrel were by him fet on j- 

And who could thofe be but the Saints>. 

Thofe Reformation termagants ? 

But ere this pafsM, the wife debate i^S4- 

Spent fo much time it grew too late 5 

For Oliver had gotten ground^ 

T^ inclofe him. with his warriors round j 

Had brought his. Providence about. 

And tumM'th* untimely fophifts out. i«6(l| 

Nor had the Uxbridge bufmefs lefs 
Of nonfehfe in^t, or fottifhnefs ; 
When from a fcoundrel holder-fortb^. 
The (cum as well as fon o* th* earth. 

Your 

Ver. 1250. Fride,'] Pride was a foundling. He 
went into the army, was made a colonel, and was prin- 
cipally concerned in fecluding the members, in order 
to the King^s trial ; which great change was called- 
Colonel Pride^s Purge. He was one of Oliver Crom- 
weirs upper houfe. He is called Thomas Lord Pride, 
in the commiilion for creeling a High Court of Juftice 
for the trial of Sir Henry Slingfljy, Dr. Hewit, &c. 
Mr. Butler calls him Sir Pride^ by way of fheer upon 
the manner of his being knighted ; for Oliver Crom- 
well knighted him with a faggot-flick inflead of a 
fword. 

Ibid. HugbfonJ]^ He was a cobler, went into the 
army, and was made a colonel ; knighted by Oliver' 
Cromwell, and, to help to cobble the crazy ftate of 
the nation, was made one of 01iver*s upper houfe. 
. Ver, 1263.] This was Mi't Chriltopher J-oye, a fu- 
rious 
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Your mighty fenators took law $ ii6f 

At bis command were forc'd t* withdraw^ 
And facrlfice the peace «* tk* nation 
To Do£h'ine, Uic, and Application. 
So when the Sopti, your conftant cronies^ 
Th* efpoufers of your cauie and mottks, 1^7^ 

Wh# 

tIous PreKbyterian, who, wheft the King'a eommifi^ 
fioners met thofe of the Parliament at Uxhridge^ in the 
year 1644, to treat of peace, preached a fermon therc^ 
on the 30th of January> ag^inft the treaty> and iaid^ 
Wopg other things, that ** no good wa^ to. .be expe6l-» 
*« ed* from it, for that they (meaniiig the King'« com* 
** midioners) came from Oxford with hearts full of 
«< blood." 

Ver. 1269, 1270.} The expence the Engilifli rebels 
engaged the nation in, by. bringing in their brother re- 
bels Kom Scotland, amounted to an extravagant fum ; 
their receipts in money and free-quarter, 1,462,769/. 
5/. 3</. Willkm Lilly, the i'i^i!r(y^M of this Poem^ 
obferves of the Scots, " That they came into England 
** purpofely to fteal our goods, rayiih our wivek, en* 
** tlawe our perfons, inheiit our poffeffiohs and birth^ 
^ rights, remain here in England, and crcrlaftingly to 
«* inhabit among us." 

Mr. Bowlftrode, fon of Colonel Bowlftfode, a fac- 
tious rebel in Buckinghamshire, in hi? prayer befofe 
bis fermon, at Horton, near Colebrook, ufea the foU 
lowing words : *« Thou haft, O Lord, of late, writtert 
*• bitter things againft thy children, and forfaken thine 
•* own inheritance 5. and ngw, O Lord, in oUr mifcrf 
^ and diftrefs we expefled aid from our bi*cthren of our 
^ neighbouring nation (the Scots I mean), but, good 
'* Lord, thou knoweft that they arc a falie, perfidious 
** natioiit and do all they do for their own ends*" 

> ^ 35y 
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Who had fo often, in your aid. 
So many ways bqen foundly paid. 
Came in at laft for better ends, 
To prove themfelves your trufty friends. 
You bafely left them, and the Church • 1*75 

They trained you up to, in the lurch. 
And fuflferM your own tribe of Chriftians 
To fall before, as true Philiftines. 
This, fliows wljat utenfils y' have been, 
To bring the King> concernments in j laSo 

IVhich is fo far from being true. 
That none but he can bring in you ; 
And, if he take you into truft, 
H^iU iind you moft exa£lly juit. 
Such as will pun6lually repay it^s 

"With double intcreft, and betray. 

Not that I think thofe pantomimes, 
Who vary a£(ion with the times. 
An tefs ingenious in their art. 

Than thofe who dully a£^ one part j 9290 

Or thofe who tun^ from fide to fide. 
More guilty than the wind and tide. 
All countries are a wife man^s home. 
And ^o are governments to fome, 
Who change them for the fame intrigues 119^ 

That ftatefmea ufe in breaking leagues $ 

While 

By the author of a traft, entitled Lex Talionis^ 1^47^ 
it: is 'proj^fed, as a preventing remedy, " to let the 
«* Scots, in the name of God, or of the deiil that feat 
'<:t)|em, go home.'* 
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While others in old faiths and troths 

Look odd, as out-of-fa(hionM clothes, 

And naflier in an old opinion. 

Than thofe who nevei* fhift their linen, ■ i.30« 

For True and Faithful's fure to lofcj. 

Which way foever the game goes ; 

And, whether-parties lofe or win, 

Is always nickM, or elfe hedg'S in : 

While power ufurpM, like ftoPn delight,. I30f. 

!• more bewitching than the right 5 

And, when the times begin to alter. 

None rife fo high as* from the halten 
And fo may we, if we 'ave but fenfe 

To ufe the neceffary means, 13 !• 

Add fiot your ufual ftratagems 

On one another — lights and dreams : . 

To ftand on terms, as pofitive. 
As if we did not take, but give 5 

Set up the Covenant on crutches,, '3'5- 

*Gainft thofe who have us in their clutches. 

And dream of pulling churches down. 

Before we 're fure to prop our own 5 

Your conftant method of proceeding,. 

Without the carnal means of heeding, 13*0 

Who) 'twixt your inward fenfe and outward. 

Are worfe, than if y' had none, accoutred. 

: I grant all courfes are in vain, 
Unlefs we can get in again ; 

The only way that 's left us now, 'S*5 " 

But all the difficulty 's how. 

'Tis ' 
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'Tis true we 'ave money, th' only power 
That all mankind falls down before ; 
Money, that, like the fwords of kings. 
Is the laft reafon of all things ; S330 

And- therefore need not doubt our play 
Has all advantages that way. 
As long as men have faith to fell. 
And meet with thofe that can pay well j 
Whofe half-ftarvM pride, and avarice, 'SJS 

One church and flate will not fuffice, 
T' expofe to fale, befides the wages. 
Of ftoring plague^s to after- ages. 
Nor is our money lefs our own 

Than 'twas before we laid it down ; 1340 

For 'twill return, and turn t' account, , 
If we are brought in play upon 't. 
Or but, by cafting knaVes, get in. 
What power can hinder us to win ? 
We know the arts we us'd before, 1 3^5 

In peace and war, and fomething more. 
And by th' unfortunate events 
Can mend our next experiments ; 
For when we 're taken, into truft. 
How eafy are the wifeft chouft, 1350 

Who fee but th* outfides of our feats, . 
And not their fecret fprings and weights. 
And, while they 're bufy at their eafe. 
Can carry what defigns we pleafe ? 
• How eafy is 't to ferve for agents 1355 

To profecute our old engagements ? 
'• Vol. II, F To 
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To keep the good old Caufe on foot. 

And prefent power from taking root $ 

Inflame them both with falfe alarms 

Of plots, and parties taking arms ; 1360 

To keep the nation's wounds too wide 

From healing up of iide t6>fide ; 

Profefs the paflionat'ft concenis 

For both their interefts by turns, 

The only way t' improve our own, ^3^5 

By dealing faithfully with none ' 

(As bowls run true, by being made 

On purpofe falfe, and to be fway'd) ; 

For if we ihould be true to either, 

■*Twould turn us out of both together 5 1370 

And therefore have no other means 

To ftand upon our own defence. 

But keeping up our ancient party 

In vigour, confident and hearty : 

To reconcile our late Diflenters, 1375 

Our Brethren, though by other venters 5 

Unite them, and their different maggots, 

As long and fhort flicks are in faggots. 

And make them join ag^in as clofe. 

As when they firft began t' efpoufe 5 13S0 

Ereft them into feparate 

New Jewilh tribes in Church and State $ 

To 

Ver. 1362.] For healing up^ in all editions to 1704, 
«xclufive. 

Ver. 1368.] Oi purpofe falfii in all editions to 1704, 
-exclufive. 
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To join in iharriage and commerce, 

And only* among theihfelves converfe. 

And all that are not of their mind» t^%$ 

Makp enemies to all mankind : 

T^ke all religions in, and itickle 

From Conclave down to Conventicle } 

Agreeing ftill, or difagreeingi 

According to the Light in beings 1 390 

Sometimes for liberty of confciencey 

And fpiritual mifnile in one fenfe } 

But in another quite contrary, 

As Difpenfations chance to \nELry ; 

And ftand for, as the times will bear it| 1395. 

All contradictions of the Spirit : 

Protect their emiiTaries, impowerM 

To preach Sedition and the Word ; 

And, when they 're hampered by the laws, 

Releafe the labourers for the Caufe, X4CI0 

And turn the perfecution back 

On thofe that made the firft attack, 

To keep them equally in awe 

From breaking or maintaining law : 

Andy when they have their fits too foon, 14.05 

Before the full-tides of the moon, 

Put off their seal t* a fitter feafon, 

For fowing fa6Uon in and treafon ; . 

And keep them hooded, and their Churches, 

Like hawks, from baiting on their perches, 2410 

That, when the bleffed time (hall come 

Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 

F » Thef 
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They may be ready to reftore 

Their own Fifth monarchy once more. 

. lyieanwhile be better arm*d to fence i^ 

Againft revolts of Providence, 
By watching narrowly, and friapping 
All blind fides of it, as they happen : 
For, if fuccefs could make us Saints^ . 
Our ruin tum'd us mifcreants ; ti 

A fcandal that would fall too hard 
Upon a few, and unpreparM. 

Thefe are the courfes we muft nm. 
Spite of our hearts, or be undone. 
And not to (land on termsand freaks,^ i. 

Before we have fecur'd our necks. 

But do our work as out of fight. 
As ftars by day, and funs by night j . 
All licence of the people own. 
In oppofition to the Crown j i 

J 

Ver. 14.19, 1420.] The author of the Fourth Par 
the Hiftory of Independency ^ p. 56, compares the go' 
Rors of thofe times with the Turks, who afcribe 
goodnefs of their caufe to the keennefs of their fw« 
denying that any thing may properly be called »<? 
if it can but win the epithet oi profperum. Dr. O' 
feems to have been in this way of thinking. ** Wl 
•* fays he {Eben Ezer, p. 13. L'Eftrange's Dijfeni 
** Sayings, part ii. p. 11.), is the God of Mar 
•* Moor, and the God of Nazeby ? is an acceptable 
" poftulation in a glorious day. O ! what a catalc 
** of mercies has this nation to plead by in a tim 
** trouble ? The God came from Nazeby, and the 1 
^« One from the Weft. Selahr 
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Arid for the Crown as fiercely fide» ' 
The head and body to divide^* 
The end of all we firft dcfign^di 
And all that yet remains behind. 
Be fure to fpare no "public rapin, S435 

On all emergencies that happen } 
• For ^tis as eafy to fupplant 
Authority, as men in want $ 
As feme of us, in truftsy have made 
The one hand with the other trade j i44.q 

Gain'd vaftly by their joint endeavour. 
The right a thief, the left receiver $ 
And what the one, by tricks, foreftall'd, i • 

The other, by as fly, retail'd. 

For gain has wonderful eff^fls, ''<445' 

T*' improve the fa6lory of fefts ; 
The i-ule of faith in all profeflions. 
And great Diana of th' Ephefians j 
Whence turning of religion 's made 
The means to turn and wind a trade ; 1450* 

And though fome change it for the worfe^ 
They put themfelves into a courfe, 
And draw in ftore of cuftomers. 
To thrive the better in commerce : 
For all religions flock together, 1455 

Like tame and wild fowl of a feather 5 
To nab the itches of their feSls, 
As jades do one another''s necks. 
Hence 'tis hypocrify as well 

Will' fcrve t' improve a Church as zeal j 1463 

F 3 As 
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As perfecution, or promotion. 
Do equally advance devojLion. 

Let bufinefs, like ill ^pratches^ go 
Sometime too faft^ IbmitiBie too fkiw| 
For things in order are put out 1465 

So cafy, cafe itfelf will do 't : 
But, when the feat 's defiga'd a»d meant. 
What miracle can bar th' eveat i 
For 'tis more eafy to betray, 
Thas ruin any other way. 147^ 

All poflible occafions ftaurt, 
The weightieft matters to divert 5 
Obftru6l, perplex, diftiaft, intangle. 
And lay perpetual trains to wrangif j 
But in affairs of lefs import, 14^5 

That neither do us good aor hurt, 
And they receive as little by, 
Out-fawn as much, and OYit-comply, 
And feem as fcrupulotrfly juft. 

To bait our hooks for greater truft. 14S# 

But ftill be careful to cry down 
All public anions, though our own i 
The leaft mifcarriage aggravate. 
And charge it all upon the State : 
Exprefs the horrid*ft deteftation, 14^5 

And pity the diftrafted nation i 
Tell ftories fcandalous and falfe, 
1' th* proper language of cabals. 
Where all a fubtle ftatefman fays. 
Is half in words, and half in face 1490 

3 (As 
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(As Spaniards talk in dialogues 

Of heads and (houlders, nods and ihrugs) ; 

Intnift it under (blemn vows 

Of Mum, and Silence, and the RoCe, 

To be retaird again in whifpers, 1495 

For th' eafy credulous to difperfe. 

Thus far the Statefman — When a fhout, 
Heard at a diftance, put him out ; 
And ftrait another, all aghaft, 

RuihM in with equal fear and hafte, 1500 

Who ftarM about, as pale as death. 
And, for a while, as out of breath. 
Till, having gathered up his wits. 
He thus began his tale by fits : 

That beaftly rabble — that came down 1 505 

From all the garrets — in the Town, 

And 

Ver. 1504.] We learn from Lilly, that the meflen- 
ger who brought this terrifying intelligence to this ca* 
bal was Sir Martyn Noell. Sir Martyn tells his ftory 
naturally, and begins like a man in a fright and out 
of breath, and continues to make breaks and ftops till 
he naturally recovers it, and then proceeds iloridly, 
and without impediment. This is a beauty in the 
Poem not to be difregarded $ and let the reader make 
an experiment, and fhoiten his breath, or, in other 
words, put himfelf into Sir Martyn's condition, and 
then read this relation, and he will foon be convinced 
that the breaks are natural and judicious. 

Ver. 1505.] This is an accurate defcriptlon of the 
mob's burning rumps upon the admifllon of the fe- 
cluded members, in contempt of the Rump Parliament, 
F4 
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And ftalls, and (hop-boards — in vaft fwaims. 

With new-chalk'd bills, and nifty arms. 

To cry the Caufe — ^up, heretofore. 

And bawl the Bifhops — out of door, 151^ * 

Are now drawn up — in greater (hoals. 

To roaft — and broil us on the coals. 

And all the Grandees— of our nnembers 

Are carbonading — on the embers 5 

Knights, citizens, and burgeffes— - t^tc 

Held forth by rumps— of pigs and gceCe, 

That fervc for charafters— and badges 

To reprefent their perfonages ; 

Each bonfire is a funeral pile. 

In which they roaft, and fcorch, and broil, 1520 

And every reprefentative 

Have vowM to roaft — and broil alive : 

And 'tis a miracle we are not 
Already facrific^d incarnate ; 

For while we wrangle here, and jar, ^S^S 

We 're grillied all at Temple-bar 5 
Some, on the fign-poft of an alehoufe. 
Hang in effigie, on the gallows. 
Made up of rags, to peribnate 

Refpeftive officers of ftate ; '5 30 

That, henceforth, they may ftand reputed, 
Profcrib'd in law, and executed. 
And, while the work is carrying on, 
Be ready lifted under Dun, 

That 

Ver. 1534..] Dun was the public executioner at that 
time, and the executioners long after that went by the 
famt name. 
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That worthy patriot, once the bellows, '^SyS 

And tinder-box, of all his fellows ; 
The aftiv'ft member of the five, 
As well as the moft priniitive ; 
Who, for his faithful fei-vice then. 
Is chofen for a fifth again 1540 

(For fince the State has made a quint 
Of Generals, he 's lifted in 't) : 
This worthy, as the world will fay. 
Is paid in fpecie his own way ; 

For, moulded to the life, in clouts '^54:5 

They 've pick'd from dunghills hereabouts. 
He *s mounted on a hazel bavin, 
A crppp'd malignant baker gave them 5 
And to the largcft' bonfire riding, 
They Ve roafted Cook already' and Pride in j 1550 

On 

Ver. 1540.] ^ir Arthur Hazlerig, one of the five 
members of flie Houfe of Commons, was impeached 
1641-2 ; was Governor of Newcaftle upon Tyne, had 
the Bifliop of Durham's houfe, park, and manor of 
Aukland, and 6500/. in iponey .given him. He died 
in the Tower of London, Jan $, id6i. 

Ver. 1541, 154*.] The Rump, growing jealous of 
General Monk, ordered that the generalfhip (hould be 
veiled in five commifiioners. Monk, Hazlerig, Walton, 
Morley, and Alured, making three a quorum, but de- 
nyiag a motion that Monk fiiould be of that quorum ; 
but, their authority not being then much regarded, this 
order was not obeyed, and Monk continued fole Ge- 
neral notwithftanding. 

- Ver. 1550.] The wicked wretch, Wio afted as folici- 
tor in the King's trial, and di*ew up a charge of hi^h 

treafoa 
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On whom, in equipage and ftatc. 

His fcarecrow fellow- members wait. 

And march in order, two and two. 

As at Thank fgivings th* us*<i to doy 

Each in a tatterM talifman, 1555 

Like vermin in effigie ilain. 

But (what 's more dreadful than the reft) 
Thole rumps are but the tail o' th' Beafl^ 
Set up by Popi(h engineers. 

As by the crackers plainly' appears 5 1560 

Foi" Qone, but Jefuits, have a miflion 
To preach the faith with ammunition. 
And propagate the Church with powder j 
Their founder was a blown-up foldier. 
Thefe fpiritual pioneers o' th' Whore's, 1565 

That have the charge of all her ftores, 
Since firft they fail'd in their defigns. 
To' take-in heaven by fpringing mines. 
And with unanfwerable barrels 
Of gunpowder difpute their quarrels, '570 

Now take a courfe more praflicable. 
By laying trains to fire the rabble. 
And blow us up, in th* open llreets, 
Bifguis'd in rumps, like fambenites. 
More like to ruin and confound, 1575 

Than all their do6lrines under ground. 

Nor 

treafon againft him, and had drawn up a formal plea 
a^rainft him, in cafe he had fubmitted to the jurif- 
di6^ion of the Court. At his own trial he pleaded 
that what he did was as a lawyer for his fee* He de* 
r«rvedly fuffered at Tyburn as a Regicide. 
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Npr have they choien rumps fmiik. 
For fymbol^ jrf State-myftcrica, 
Though fomc fuppofe 'twas but to fliew 
How much they fcom'd the Saints, the few, 1580 
Who, *caufe they 're wafted to the ftumps, 
Aie :p^;prefented beft by rumps* 
But Jefuits have deeper reaches 
In all their politic £3r-fetches» 

And from th« Coptic priefk Kirchcms, 15! | 

Found out this myftic way to jeer as : 
For as th' Egyptians us'd by bees 
T' express their tottque Ptolomiesy 
And by their ftings, tlie fwords they wore. 
Held forth authority and power ^ 1590 

Becauie thefe fubtle animals 
Bear all their intereits in their tails. 
And when they 're once impaired m that. 
Are baniih'd their well-order'd ftatej 
They thought all governments wen beft 1595 

By hieroglyphic rumps expreft. 

For as, in bodies natural. 
The rump 's the fundament of all ; 
So, in a common-wealth or realm. 
The government is call'd the Helm, 1600 

With which, like veiTels under fail. 
They. 're tum'd and winded by the tail 5 
The tail, which birds and fiflies fteer 
Their courfes with through fea and air. 

To 

Ver. 1585. Kircbfrm^l Atb«ttafiiisJfCirc]in',aleA»|t«. 
hath written largely on thelB^ptian myftical learning. 
Kirkcrus, in the two firft editions* 
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To whom the rudder of the rump is < 1605 

The fame thing with the ftern and-compafs. 
This (hews how^ fjerfie^lty the rump 
And commonweaSth in Nature jump : 
For as a fiyy-ithat goes to bed, 
. Refts with his tail above his headj '46t« 

• Soy in this mongrel ftate -of ours. 
The rabble are the fupreme powers. 
That hors'd us on- their backs, to ihowtit 
A jadifh trick at laA, and throw us. 

The learned Rabbins of the Jews i6r$ 

Write, there 's a bone, which they caHrLuez, 
r th' rump of.JBan, of fuch a virtue, 
No.. force in nature caQ doburt to ; 
And therefore, at the laft great day. 
All th^ other members-^all, they fay, ^r6spo 

Spring out of this, -as' from a feed 
All forts of vegetals proceed j 
From whence the learned fons of Art 
Os factum juftly flyle that part : 
Then what can better reprefent, •*6a.5 

Than this rump-bone, 'the Parliament, 
That, after fcveral rude e)eelion6, 
And as prodigious refurre6tions. 
With new reverfions of xirine lives. 
Starts up, and,, like a caty revives ? ^630 

But now, alas t they 're all expired. 
And th* Houfe, as well as members, firM \ 
ConfumM in kennels by the rout. 
With which they other firesput^yot} 

'Condcmn'J 
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CondemnM t' ungoverning diftrefs, ^^tS'. 

And paltry, private wretchedncfs; 

Worfe than the deril to privation^ 

Beyond all hopes of reftoration ; 

And parted, like ^he body' andfoul^' 

Prom all dominion and control. 1^410- 

We, who could lately, with a look, 
£na£l, eftablifh, or-revoke;. 
Whofe arbitrary nods gave law,. 
And frowns kept multitudes in awe;.. 
Before the blnfter of whofe huff, ^HS' 

All hats, as in a itorm, flew .off; 
AdorM and bow*d to by the great, 
Down to the footman and valet ;. . 
Had more bent knees than chapel -mats, , 
And prayers, than the crowns of hats j 16,50 

Shall now be fcomM as wretchedly. 
For ruin *8 juft as low as high : 
Which might bcftiffer*d, wei-e it all 
The horror that attends our fall ; 
For fome.of us have fcores more large. 1655 

Than heads and quarters can difcharge ; 
And others, who, by refllefs icraping. 
With public frauds, and private rapine, 
Have mighty heaps of wealth amafs'd. 
Would gladly lay down all at laft ^ i66o. 

And, to be but undone, entail 
Their vcffels on perpetual jail,. 

And] 

Ver. 1661, i644.] This the Regicides, in general, 
would hare doAC gladly, but the ringleaders of them 

were 
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And blefs the devil to let them farms 
Of forfeit foul, on no worfe terms. 

This faid, a near and louder ihout i$6$ 

Put all th' aiTembly to the rout$ 
Who now began to outrun their fear, 
As horfes do, from thofe they bear i 

But 

were executed in terforem. Thofe that caifte in upon 
proclamation were brought to the bar of the Houfe of 
Lords, 15th Nov. 1661, to anfwer what they tould fay 
for themfelves why judgment /hould not be executed 
ajgainft them ? They feverally alleged, •* That, upon 
** his Majefty's gracious Declaration frorti Breda, and 
" the votes of the Parliament, &€, they did render 
** themfelves, being advifed that they fiiould thereby 
•* fecure their lives ; and humbly crav'd the benefit of 
•* the proclamation, ^r.'* And Harry Martyn bri/kly 
added, ** That he had never obeyed any proclamation 
** before this, and hoped he ihodld not be hanged for 
*• taking the King's word now.'* A bill was brought 
in for their execution^ which was read twice, but 
afterwards dropt, and fo they were all fent to their 
fevcral prifons, and little more heard of. Ludlow, 
and fome others, efcaped by flying among the Swifs 
Cantons. 

Ver, 1665, 1666.] When Sir Martyn came to this 
cabal, he left the rabble at Temple-bar 5 but, by the 
time he had concluded his difcourfe, they were ad- 
vanced near Whitehall and Weftminfter. This alarmed 
dur caballers, and perhaps terrified tkem with the ap- 
preheniion of being hanged or buraed ol reality, as 
fome of them that very inibint were in effigy. No 
wonder, therefore, they broke up fo precipitately, and 
that each endeavoured to fecure nimfelf. The manner 
of it is defcribed with a poetical licence, only to em- 
bellifli tfirs Canto 'witii-a inverting cattftrophe. 
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Bijt crowded on with fo much hade. 
Until they M blocked the paflage fail, 1670 

And barficadoed it with haunches 
Of outward men, and bulks and paunches. 
That with their ihdulders ftrove to fqueeze, • 
And rather fave a crippled piece 
Of all their crulh'd and broken members, 2675 

Than have them griUied on the embers 5 
Still prefling on with heavy packs 
Of one another on their backs. 
The van-guard could no longer bear 
The charges of the forlorn rear, x68e 

But, borne down headlong by the rout, 
Were trampled foncly under foot j 
Yet nothing proved fo foimidable 
As th^ horrid cookery of die rabble j 
And fear, that keeps all feeling out, 2685 

As lefTer pains are by the gout, 
RelievM^them with a fre/h fupply 
Of rallied force, enough to fly. 
And beat a Tufcan running-horfe, 
Whofe jockey-rider is all fpurs. i6)o 
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P A R T m. C A NT O III. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knight and Squire^s prodigious flight ' 
To quit th' enchanted bower by night. . 
He plods to turn his amorous fuit, 
T' a plea in law, and profecute : . 
Repairs to counfel, to advife. 
'Bout managing the enterprize j 
But firft refolves to try by letter. 
And one more fair addrefs> to get her. 

WH O would believe what ftrange bugbears : 
Mankind creates itfelf, of fears. 
That fpring, like fern, that infeft weed. 
Equivocally, without feed, . 

And 

Our Poet now refumes his principal fubjeft : and 
the reafon why he is fo full in the recapitulation of 
the laft adventure of our Knight and Squire is, bc- 
caufe we had loft fight of our heroes for the fpace of 
the longeft Canto m the whole Poem : this refpite 
might probably occafion forgetfulnefs in fome readers, 
whofe attention had been fo long fufpended : it was 
therefore neceffary that a repetition fhould be made of 
the dark adventure, and that it fhould be made clear 
and iiUelligibte to the reader. 
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And have no poflible foundation, 5 

But merely in th* imagination ? 

And yet can do more dreadful feats 

Than hags, with all their imps and teats ; 

Make more bewitch and haunt themfelves, 
^'Than all their nurferies of elves. 10 

For fear does things fo like a witch, 

*Ti8 hard to unriddle which is which j 

Sets up communities of fenfes, 

To chop and change intelligences ; 
^ As Roficrucian virtuofo's x 5 

Can fee with ears, and hear with nofes $ 

And, when they neither fee nor hear. 

Have more than both fupplied by fear. 

That makes them in the dark fee vilions, . 
^ And hag themfelves with apparitions, 19 

And, when their eyes difcover leaft, 

Difcern the fubtleft objefts beft j 

Do things not contrary, alone. 

To th' courfe of Nature, but its own j , 
■ The courage of the braveft daunt, ^5 . 

And turn pultroons as valiant : 

For men as refolute appear 

With too much, as too little fear ; 

And, when they, 're out of hopes of flyings . 
' Will run away from death by dying j 39 

Or turn again to (land it out. 

And thofe they fled, like lions, rout. 
This Hudibras had prov'd too true> . 

Who, by the Furies left perdue. 
Vol. II, G ~ And 
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And haunted with detachments, fent 3* 

From Marihal Legion's regiment. 

Was by a fiend, as counterfeit. 

Relieved and refcued with a cheat j 

When noticing but himfelf, and fear, 
. Was both the imps and conjurer ; ao 

As, by the rules o* th* virtuoH, 

It follows in due form of poefie. 
DifguisM in all the maiks of night. 

We left our champion on his flight. 

At blindman's buff, to grope his way, 45 

In equal fear of night and day j 

Who took his dark and defperate courfe. 

He knew no better than bis horfe ; 

And, by an unknown devil led, 
' (He knew as little whither) fled, 50 

He never was in greater need. 

Nor lefs capacity of fpeed ; 

Difabled, both in man and beaft. 

To fly and run away, -his beft 5 
.To keep the enemy, and fear, 55 

From equal falling on his rear. 

And though with kicks and bangs he plyM 

The further and the nearer fide, 

(As feamen ride with all their force, 
*• And tug as if they row'd the horfe, 60 

And, 

Ver. 36.] Alluding to Stephen Marfhal's bellowing 
out treafon from the pulpit, in order to recruit the 
army of the Rebels. He was called the Geneva Bull, 
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And, when the hackney fails moft Twift, 

Believe they lag, or nih a-drift) j 

So, though he pofted -e^er fo faft. 

His fear was greater than his hafte : 

For fear, though fleeter than the wind> <»5 

' Believes 'tis alwajrs left behind. 

But when the morn began t' appear^ 

And fhift t* another fcene his fear. 

He found his new officious fhade. 

That came fo timely to his aid, 70 

■ And forc'd him from the foe t' efcape. 

Had turned itfelf to Ralpho'^s Ihape, 

So like in perfon, garb, and pitch, 

*Twas hard t' interpret which wa« which. 

For Ralph© Kad no fooner told 75 

The Lady all he had t' unfold. 

But fhe conveyM him out of (ight. 

To entertain the Approaching Knight % 

And, while he gave himfeif divcrfion, 

T' accommodate his beaft and perfon, %o 

«• And 

Veir. ^7.] I have before obferved, that We may trace 
our heroes poming and night. This particular is al- 
ways effential in poetry, to avoid confufion an^ difputes 
ampng the critics. How wbiild they have calculated 

- the" number of days taken up in the Iliad, ^neid, and 
Paradife Loft, if the poets had not been careful to lead 

•'thtto> into the mom^tous difcovery ? Mr. Butler is as 
clear in this point as any of them t for^ from opening 
of thefc Adventures, every morning and night have 

' been fxieticaily dcfcribed ; and how we are arrived 'at 
the ^d day. 

G % 
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And put his beard into a poflure . 

At beft advantage to accoft her> , 

She orderM th* antimafquerade . 

{For his reception) aforefaid : 

But, when the ceremony was doncji.. ^.. 

The lights put out, the Furies gone^^ 

And Hudibras, among the reft, 

Convey'd away, as Ralpho guefs'd, , 

The wretched caitiff, all alone, 

(As he belicv'd) began to moan, 9^ 

And tell his ftoiy to himfelf. 

The Knight miftook him for an elf j. 

And did fo fiill, till he began 

To fcruple at Ralpha's putwaid man^. 

And thought, becaufe they oft agreed/ ^j 

T' appear in one auother?s ftead, 

Aiid aft the faint's and devil* s part, . 

With undiftinguifhable art. 

They might have done fo now, perhaps, . 

And put on one another^s (hapes ; ioq 

And therefore, to rd'olve the doubt. 

He itar'd upon him, and cry'd out. 

What art ? My Squire, or that bold fpritc 

That took his place and ftiape to-night t 

Some 

Ver. 88.] But /be connjty'd bimi^c. Firdedit. ifi;*. 
Altered, 1684, to con^vey d. 

Ver, lot, 103, i(»4. | Htfre is an amazing 4ifcovery 
opened* The Knight's dreadful app.ehenlions vanim 
with night ; no fooner does the day breaks but with 

joy 
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Some bufy independent pug, 105 

Retainer to his fytiagogue ? 

Alas ! quoth* he, I 'm none of thofe 

Your bofom friends, as you Tuppofe, 

But 

joy he perceives his miftake ; he finds Ralpho in his 
c6tti^a.ny inftead of an elf or a ghoft : upon this he 
is agreeably furprized, as he was before terribly af- 
frighted. But let us examine whether this meeting, 
and the reconciliation that follows it, are naturally 
brought about, fmce, the day before, they had mu- 
tually rcfolved to abandon each other. I think he 
hat*i judicioufly formed this incident: for it is plain 
the Knight and the -Squire were confcious they had 
wronged one another, the oae by his bafe intentions^ 
and the other by his treacher)r and grofs impoiition 5 ^ 
but very fortunately they were ignorant of each other's 
defigns, and, confequently^ each lliought himfelf the 
of«i9der : it is, -therefore, natuial and probable that 
they fhould eafily come to a good underftanding. The 
Knight compounds with the Squire for his impofition 
as a ghoft, not^nly from a fenfe of his own bafe in- 
tentions, but for the happy efcape from witches, fpi- 
rits, and elves, from which the Squire pretends to 
have freed him. On the other hand, the Squire is 
wifline to re-enter into Ute Knight's fervice, and to at- 
tend him once more in his peregrinations, when he found 
this fham meritorious a6lion had deluded him into a 
fufpenfion of thatrefcntment which he might juftly 
have exerted : thus are they fortunately reconciled, 
and thus are thefe momentous Adventures continued, 
t6^4he fatisfaftion of the reader, and applaufe of the 
Poet. 

Ver. 103.] Sprite, in all the editions to 17*6, in- 
duflve. Sprigbt, edition .^ 7 3 9 . 
G J 
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Btlt Halph himfelf, your trufty Squire, 

Who 'as draggM your Dunfhip out o' th' mire, no 

And from th* inchantraents of a Widow, 

Who 'ad tum'd yoW int' a beaft, have freed you 5 

And, though a prifoner of war. 

Have brought you fafe, where now you arc j 

Which you would gratefully repay, 1x5 

Your conftant Prc(byterian way. 

That 's (hanger (quoth the Knight) arid ftranger 5 

Who gave thee notice of my danger ? 

Quoth he, Th' infernal conjurer 
Purfued, and took me prifoner ; 120 

And^ knowing you were hereabout. 
Brought me along, to find you out. 
Where I, in hugger-mugger hid. 
Have noted all. they faid or did : 
And, though they lay to him the pageant^ r25 

I did not fee him, nor his agent y 
Who play'd their forceries out of fight, 
T' avoid a fiercer, fccond fights. 
But didft ^ou fee no devils then ? 
Not one (quoth he) but carnal men, t^^ 

A little worfe than fiends in hell> 
And that (he-devil Jezabel, 
That laugh'd and tee-he'd with derifion> 
To fee them take your depofition. 

What then (quoth Hudibras) was he 1^5. 

That play'd the devil to examine me ? 

A rallying^ 

Ver. 1x0.] Duft/iipy in all editions to 17x0. Don^ 
fiiPi in later editions* 
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A rallying weaver in the town. 

That did it in a parfon's gown ; 

Whom all the parifti takes for gifted. 

But for my part I ne'er believM it : 140 

In which you told tliem all your feats. 

Your confcientious frauds and cheats j 

Deny'd your whipping, and confefs'd 

Thtf naked truth of all the reft, 

More plainly than the reverend writer 14,5 

That to our Churches veird his mitre ^ 

All which they took in black and white. 

And cudgelM me to underwrite. 

What made thee, when they all were gone. 
And none but thou and I alone, 1 50 

To a£t the devil, and forbear 
To rid me of my helliili fear f 

Quoth 

Ver. 145, 146.] Though there were more than one 
in thofe times that this charafter would have fuited, 
yet it is probable that Mr. Geoi'ge Graham, Bifhop of 
Orkney, is fneered at in this place hf Mr. Butler. He 
was fo bafe as to renounce and abjure Epifcopacy, 
ijgn^ng the abjuration with his own hand, at Brecknefs, 
in Strones,. Feb. 11, 1639. To this remarkable inci- 
dent Bifliop Hall alludes (Epiftle Dedicatoiy prefixed 
to his Epifcopacy by Dinfine Right, &c. 1640, p. 1.) 
where he obferves, ** That he craved pai'don for having 
** accepted his Epifcopal funftion, as if he had thereby 
** committed fome heinous offence." Upon which he 
nfes the following exclamation, " Good God ! what is 
** this I have lived to hear ? That a bifhop, in a Chrif- 
** tian affembly, ihould rqiounce his Epifcopal funftion,/ 
*f and cry Mercy for his now abandoned calling." 

G 4t 
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Quoth he, I knew your con ft ant rate. 
And frame of fpirit too obftinate. 
To be by me prevail'd upon, ^55 

With any motives of my own 5 
And therefore ftrove to counterfeit 
The devil a while, to nick your wit ; 
The devil, that is your conftant crony. 
That only can prevail upon ye ; 160 

Elfe.we might ftill have been difputing. 
And they with weighty drubs confuting. 

The Knight, who now began to find 
They 'ad left the enemy behind. 
And faw no farther harm remain 165 

But feeble wearinefs and pain, 
PerceivM, by lofing of their way. 
They *ad gain'd th' advantage of the day, 
And, by declining of the road. 
They had, by chance, their rear made good.} ^70 

He ventur'd to difmifs his fear. 
That partings wont to rant and tear. 
And give the defperat'ft attack 
To danger ftill behind its back : 
For, having pausM to recollect, T75 

And on his paft fuccefs refleft 5 
TVexaniine and confider why. 
And whence, and how, he came to fly^j 
And, when no devil had appeared, 
What elfe it could be faid he fear'd j iSo 

It put him in fo fierce a rage, 
IJe once refolv'd to re-engage j 

Tofs'd, - 
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Tofs'd, like a foot-ball, back again 
With (hame, and vengeance, and difdain*. 
Quoth he, Jt vrzs thy cowardice , 1S5 

That made me from this leaguer rife. 
And, when I ^ad half-reduc'd the place^ 
To quit it infamoufly bafe : 
Was better cover'd by the new- 
arrivM detachment, than I knew; «X90 

To flight my new acquefts, and run, 
Viftorioufly, from battles won 5 
And, reckoning all I gainM or idft. 
To fell them cheaper than they coftij 
Tocmake me put myfelf to flight, 195 

And, conquering, run away by night; 
To drag me out, which th' haughty foe 
Durft never have prefum'd to do : 
To mount me in the dark, by (orce> 
Upen the bare ridge of my horfis, «o« 

Exposed in querpo to their rage. 
Without my arms and equipage; 
Left, if they ventured to purfue, 
I might th' unequal ^ght renew ; 
And, to preferve thy outward man, ^aoj 

• Affum'd my place, and led the van. 

All this (quoth Ralph) I did, 'tis truft. 
Not to preferve myfelf, but you : 
You, who were damn*d to bafer drubs 
Than wretches feel in powdcring-tubs-; »io 

To mount two-wheePd caroches, worfe 
Than managing a wooden horftj 

Dragg'd 
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Dragg'd out through ftraiter holes by th' ears, 
BrasM, or coup'd for perjurers 5 
"Wlib, though th' attempt had prov'd in vain, 215 

. Had had no reafon to complain $ 
But, fince it profperM, ^tis unhandfome 
To blame the hand that paid your ranfom. 
And refcued your obnoxious bones 
Frohi unavoidable battoons. it^o 

The enemy was reidforc'd. 
And we difabled and unhors'd, 
DifarmM, unqualify'd for fight. 
And no way left but hafty flight. 
Which, though as defperate in th' attempt, 225 

Has given you freedom to condemn *t. 
But, were ou^ bones- in iit condition 
To reinforce the expedition, 
'Tis now unfcafonable and vain 

To think of falling on again : 230 

No martial proje6l to furprize 
Can ever be attempted twice. 
Nor caft defign ferve afterwaids | 
As gamefters tear their loiing- cards* 
Befkle, our bangs of man and beaft 935 

Are fit for nothing now but reft. 
And for a while will not be able 
To rally, and prove ferviceable : 
And therefore I, with reafon, chofc 
This ftratagem t' amufe our foes,. «r40f 

To make an honourable retreat. 
And wave a total fura defeat 3. 

For 
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For thofe that fly may flght again. 

Which he can never do that '$ flain* 

Hence timely running *s no mean pout S45 

Of condu^y in the martial art ; 

By which Tome glorious feats atchteve^ 

As citizens by breaking thrive, 

And cannons conquer armies, while 

They feem to draw off and recoil j ^5^ 

Is held the gallant^ft courfe, and braveft^ 

To great exploits, as well as fafeft ; 

That fpares th* expence of time and pains> 

And dangerous bea|ing out of brains j 

And, in the end, prevails as certain 955 

As thofe that never truft to Fortune j 

But make their fear do execution 

Beyond thie ftouteft refolution ; 

As earthquakes kill without a blow^ 

And, only trembling, overthrow. 260 

If th^ Ancients crowned their braveft men^ 

That only favM a citizen. 

What viftory could e'er be won. 

If eveiy one would fave but one ? 

Or. fight endangered to be loft, A^ 

Where all refolve to fave the moft ? 

By this means, when a battle *s won^ 

The war *s as far from being done 9 

For thofe that fave themfelves, and fly. 

Go halves, at leaft, i' th' vi6kory 5 «7<> 

And fometime, when the lofs is fmall. 

And dangec greats they chsdlenge allj. 

Print 
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Print new additions to their feats. 
And emendations in-Oasettes ; 

7\0k1 when, for furious hafte to ruB, 7^7^ 

They durft not ftay to fire a gun, 
' Have done 't with^bonfires, and at home 
Made fquibs and crackers overcome ; 
To fet the rabble on- a flame, 

J^d keep their governors from blamo, -atSo 

Difperfe the ney^the pulpit tells, 
Cojifirm'd with fireworks and with bells. j 
And, though veducM to that extreme, * 
They have been forc'd to fing TV Dium^ 
Yer^.with religious blafph«myf ^^5 

By flattering Heaven with a lye. 
And, for their beating, giving thanks, 
They 'ave rais'd recruits, and fillM their banks ; 
For thofe who ran from th* enemy. 
Engage them equally to fly ; -090 

And, when t^c-rfight becomes a chac«, 
Thofe win the day that win the race ; 
And that which would not4)afs in fights. 
Has done the feat with-eafy flights j 
lUcoverM many a defperate campaign =195 

With Bourdeaux, Burgundy, and Champaign.^ 
Heftor'd the fainting high and mighty 
With brandy-wine, and aqua-vitae $ 
And made them (}:«utly overcome 
W'ith Bacrack, Hoccamore, and Mum^ '^oo 

With 
Ver. 300. Witbfiticrath.'] Or B^cbaruck^'^acracbp . 
c^itio^ X6S4., and following editions. 
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With th' uncontrord decrees of Fate 
To victory neceflitate 5 
With which, althoagh they mn op burn. 
They unavoidably return ; 

Or elfe their fultan populaces ^Qr. 

Still ftrangle all their routed BaiTa^s* 
.Quoth Hudibra9>, I underftand 
What fights thoiMnean*ft at fea and land^ 
And who thofe were that run away", 
And yet gave out they 'ad won the day 5 31% 

Although 'whc rabble fous'd them- for *t, 
Q'er head and ears, in raud and dirt. 
'Tis true, our nwdem way of war 
Is grown more politic by far> 

But not fo refolute and bold, 2 15 

Nor ty^ld fo-hornour, as- die old. 

* Kor now they laugh at giving battle, 
Unlefs it be to herds of cattle ; 

Or fighting convoys of provifion. 

The whole defign o' th' expedition, 3i« 

And not witli downright blow» to rout 
- The enemy, but eat them out : 

As fighting, in all beafts of prey. 

And eating, are performed one way. 

To give defiance to their teeth, 3^5 

And fight their ftubbom guts to death $ 
'■ And thofe atchicve the high'ft renown. 

That bring the other ftomachs down. 

There 

Ver. 318.] The other* sftovtachs^ edition 1700, and 

* following ones. 
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There "s now no fear of wounds nor maiming. 
All dangers ai'e reducM to famine, 339 

And feats of arms, to plot, defign. 
Surprize, ana ftratagem; and mine $ 
^ But have no need nor ufe of courage^ 

* ITnJefs it be for glory'' or forage : 

For if they fight, 'tis but by chance, 335 

When one tide venturing to advance, . 
And come uncivilly too near, 
.^re charg'd ynmercifuUy' i' th' rear. 
And forc'd, with tei^ible refiftance. 
To keep hereafter at a diftance ; . 340 

To pick out ground t^ incamp upon. 
Where ftore of largeft rivers run, 
_ That ferve, inflead of peaceful barriers, 

* To part th' engagements of their warriors | • 
Where both from fide to fide may .ikip, 34.5 
And only' encounter at bo-peep : 

For men are found the flouter-heait^, 
^pie certainer they 're to be parted. 

And thereforepoft thomfelves in bogs. 

As th' ancient mice atfack'd the frogs, 350 

And made their mortal enemy. 

The water-rat, their iiri^ ally. 
^Fpr 'tis not now who 's ftout and bold ? 
*'Btit who bears hunger beft, and cold ? 

And he 's approv.'d the mofl deferving, 355 

Who longefl can hold out at fbrying j 

And he that routs moft pigs and cows, 
^ The formidabld^ man of prowefs, 
^ ■•'-•■•■-.■•■' ■ 5« 
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So all their combats now, as then, 

Are.manag'd chiefly by the pen 5 41s 

That does the feat, with braver vigours. 

In words at length, as well as figures i 

Is judge of all the world performs 

In voluntary feats of arms, 

And, whatfoe'er 's atchiev'd in ^ghtf ' 425 

Determines which is wrong or right s 

For, whether you prevail or lofc. 

All muft be try'd there in the clofej* 

And therefore 'tis not wif^ to (hun 

What you muft truft to ere ye 've done* 430- 

The law, that fettles all you do. 
And marrif 6 where you did but wooe 5 
That makes the moft perfidious lover, 
A lady, that 's as falfe, recover 5 
And^ if it judge upon your fide, 435 

Will foon extend her for your bride, 
And put her perfon, goods, ojr lands. 
Or which you like heft, int' your hands. 

For law *s the wifdom of all ages. 
And managM by the ableft iages j 44^ 

Who, though their bufinefs at the bar 
Be but a kind of: civil war. 
In which they' engage with fiercer dudgeona , 
Than e'er the Grecians did, and Trojans, , 
They never manage the conteft 445 

T' impair their public intereft,. 
Or by their controverfies leffen 
The dignity of their profeffion ; . 

Vol. II. H Not 
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Not like us Brethren, who divide 

Our Common-wealth, the Caufe, and fide; 459 

And, though we *re all as near of kindred 

As th* outward man is to the inward 9 

We agree in nothing, but to wrangle 

About the flighteft fingle-fangle ; 

While lawyers have more fober feafe, 455 

Than t* arg^e at their own expence. 

But make their beft advantages 

Of others' quarrels, likt the Swi(s ; 

And, out of foreign controverfies. 

By aiding both fides, fill ^eir pnrCei $ 460 

But have no intereft in the caufe 

For which they' engage, and wage the lawt. 

Nor further profpefl than their pay, 

Whether they lofe or Urin the day. 

And, though they' abounded in all ages 4^5 

With fundry learned clerks and (ages } 

Though ail their bufinefs.be difpute, 

Which way they canvafs every fuit, 

They 've no difputes about their art. 

Nor in polemics controvert } ^^ 470 

While all profeflrons elfe are found 

With nothing but difputes t* abound t 

Divines of all forts, and phyficians, 

Philofophers, mathenAaticians $ 

The Galcnift and Paracdfiao, 475 

Condemn the way each other deals in ; 

Anatomies 
Ver. 475.] Galen Wais born in the year 130, and 
lived to the yeai*^oo« Paracelfus was bonx the latter- 
end 
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'Anatomifts difTea and itiTitifrhy 

To cut themfelves out wmck to wrangle | 

Aftrologtts £%ite ditfir dreamt. 

That in their deeps they talk of icfaeihetis 4S0 

And heralds ftickle who got who» 

So many hundred years ago. ■ 

Hut lawyers are too wife a nation 
T* expofe their trade to dtfputationy 
Or make the bufy rabble fudges 4^5 

Of all their fecret piques and grudges -; 
In which, whoever vvins the day, 
The whole profeflion 's furc to pay* 
Befide, no mountebanks, nor c>eat8» 
Pare undertake to do their /e^ ^ 4.90 

When in all other (ciences 
They fwarm like infe^^s, and increafe* 

For what bigot c^urft ever draw, 
'Uy inward Light, a, deed in l;^w ? 
Or could hold forth, by revelation, 495 

An anfwer to a Dec;laratioa ? 
•For thofe that meddle wit^ their tools 
Will cut their fingers, if tkey 're fools « 
And if you follow thei^* advice, 
In bills, and anfwei:s> and replies, 590 

They '11 write a love-letter in Chancery, 
•Shall bring her upon oath to anfwer ye. 

And 

end of the 15th, and lived almoft to the middle of the 
tSth centiuy. 

H z 
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And foon reduce her to b' your wife. 
Or make her weary of her life.. 

The Knighty who usM with tricks. and. (hifts . 505 
To edify by.Ralpho*s Gifts, 
But in appearance cryM him down, . 
To make them better feem his own. 
(All plagiaries* conftant courfe 

Of linking, when they take a purfe},; . 514 

jRefolv*d to follow his advice. 
But kept it from him by difguifc j 
And, after ftubbom contradiction. 
To counterfeit his -own conviClion^ 
And, by tranfition, fall upon 515 

The refolution as his own. 

Quoth he. This gambol thou advifeft 
Is, of all other», the unwifeft $ 
For, if I think by law to gain her. 
There *s nothing (illier nor vainer. ^t% 

^Tis but to hazard my pretence. 
Where nothing 's certain but th* expence j 
To SLdi againft niyfelf, and traverfe 
My fuit and title to her favours $ 
And if (he Ihould, which Heaven forbid, 5^5 

O'^erthrow me, as the Fiddler did. 
What after-courfe have I to take, 
'Gainft lofing all I have at ftake ? 

He 



Ver. 507.] Cry^d bim down, edition 1678, 1684. 
Crfd them d9v;n^ 17OQ, and following editions. 
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He that with injury is griev'd, 

^sd goes to law to be relieved, 530 

Is lillier than a fottiOi choufe^ 
'Who, when a thief has robbM his houfe. 
Applies himfelf to cunning-men. 
To help him to his goods again j 
When all he can expeft to gain, '535 

Is But to fquander more in vain : 
And yet I have no other way. 
But is as difficult, to play : 
For to reduce her by main f^rce 

Is now in vain ; by fair means, worfe j 540 

But worft of all to give her over. 
Till fhe 's as defperate to recover : 
For bad gan\es are thrown up too foon. 
Until they 're never to be won. 

But, (ince I hare no other courfe, 545 

But is as bad t' attempt, or worfe. 
He that complies againft his will. 
Is of his own opinion ftill. 
Which he may' adhere to, yet difown, 
For reafons to himfelf beft known 5 ^ 550 

But 'ti» not to b' avoided now. 
For Sidrophel refolves to fue j 
Whom I muft anfwcr, or begin, 
Inevitably, firft with him j 

For I Ve received advertifement, 555 

By times enough, of his intent 5 
And, knowing he that fird complains 
Th' advantage of the buHnefs gains j 

H 3 F^i 
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For courts of juftice underftand 

The plaintifF to be eldeft hand ; ^^ 

Who what he pleafes may aver, 

The other nothing till he fwear 5 

Is freely' admitted to all grace, 

And lawful favour, by his place 5 . 

Antl, for his bringing cuftom in,.. 565 ; 

Has all advantages to win : 

I, who refolve to overfee 

No lucky opportunity. 

Will go to counfel, to adi4fe 

Which way t* encounter or furprizcj ^% 

And, after Ibng coiifideration, 

Have found out one to fit th' occaflon,. 

Mofl apt for what I have to do. 

As counfellor, and juftice too. 

And truly fo, no doubt, he was> 575 

A lawyer fit for fuch a cafe. 

An old dull fot, who told the clock, . 
For many years, at Bridewell -dock. 
At Weflminfter, and Hicks's-hall, 
Aiid biccius do^kts playM in all ; ^%^ 

Where, in all governments and times, 
He 'ad been both friend and foe to crimes. 
And usM two equal ways of gaining. 
By hindering juflice, or maintaining : 
To many a whore gave privilege, 5S5 

And whipp'd, for want of quarterage 5 
Cart-loads of bawds to prifon lent,. 
For being behind a foitnight's reat j 

And 
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And many a ti-ufty pimp and crony 
. Tf> Puddle-dock, for want of money : 590 

EngagM the 9on(lable to feize 

All thofe that would not break the peace i 

Nor give him back hi^ own foul word^. 

Though fome^imes commoners or lonUa 

Apd kept them piifoners of courfe, $9$ 

For being fober at ill hours ; 

That in the^fnoruiag he might free> 

Or bind them over, for his fee. 

Made monfters fine, and puppet-plays* 
JF^yr leave to pra6life in their ways 5 6qo 

FarmM out all cheats, and went a ihare . 

With th' headboro^gh and fcavenger ; 

And made the diit i^ th^ ftreets compound: 

For taking up the public ground ; 

T^e kennel, and theking^s highway, 605 

For being unmolefted, pay ; 

Let out the ftocks, and whipping-poft. 

And cage, to thofe that gave him moft }. 

ImposM a tax on bakers* ears, 
•Jbid, for falfe weights, on chandeleers j, €(o 

Made vi6tualfir» and vintners fine 

For arbitrary ale »)d wine ; 

But was a kind and conftant friend 

To all that regularly* ofiend ; 

As refidentiary bawds, 61$ 

And brokers that receive ftol^n goods j. 

That cheat in lawful myfteries, 

And pay church-duties and his fees j 

H4 Butv 
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But was implacable and awkward 

To all that interloped and hawker'd. 6t9 

To this brave man the Knight repairs 

For counfel in his law-affairs ; 

And found him mounted, in his pew. 

With books and money placM for fhewy 
- Like neft-eggs, to^make clients lay, -615 

And for his falfe opinion pay : 

To whom the Knight, with comely grace. 

Put off his hat, to put his cafe ; 

Which he as pfoudly entertain'd 

As th* other courtcoufly ftraihM j '630 

And, to aflure him 'twas not that 

He look'd for, bid him put on 's hat. 
Quoth he; There is one Sidrophel 

Whom I have cudgelM— ^-Very well. 
«And now he brags to have' beaten me. ''^85 

—Better, and better ftill, quoth he. 

And vows to ftickmeto a wall. 

Where'er he nieets me— Beft of all. 

'Tis true the knave has taken "s oath 
•That I robbed him— Well done, in troth. ^ 

When he 'as confefs'd he ftole my cloak, 

And pick'd my fob, and what he took j 

Which was the caufe that made mc bang him. 

And take my goods again— Marry, hang him# 
vKbw, whether I fhould beforehand, 645 

Swear he robb'd me ?— I underftand. 

Or 

Ver. 619.] Aukfr\L editions 1678, 16S4., 
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Or bring my a£lion of converfion 
And trover for my goods ?— Ah, ^whorefon. 
Or, if 'tis better to indi6^, . 

^Aiid bring him to his trial ?«— Right. ..5^0 

Prevent what he defigns to do. 
And fwear forth'-fUte agaiaft him ?«^Trtie, 
Or whether he that is defendant. 
In this cafe, has die better end on *t{ 
^Who, putting in a new crofs-bill, . 4^^ 

May traverfe the action ? — Better ftill. 
Then there 's a kdy, too— Aye, many. 
That 's eafily proved acceilary;^ 
A Widow, who, by^folemn vows 
fContra^led to me, for my fpoufe, . 66« 

Combined with him to break her word, ' 

And has abetted all-^Good Lord I 
SubomM th' aforefaid Sidrophel 
To tamper with the devil of hell 5 
.Who put m' into a horrid fear, 6^5 

l^'car of my life-f-Make that appear. 
Made an afTault with fiends and men 
' Upon my body— Good again. 
And kept me in a deadly fright. 
And falfe imprifonment, all night. . 4 70 

Meanwhile they robbM me, and my horie. 
And ftole my faddle— ^Worfe and worfe. 
And made me mount upon the bare ridge, 
T' avoid a wretcheder mifcarriage. 

Sir (quoth the lawyer) not to flatter y«, 675 

You have as good and fair a battery 

Ai 
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As heart can wiih, and need not (hatnc 

The proudeft man aliye to claim : 

For if they 've us'd you as you fay, 

Many, quoth I, God give you joy $ 6So 

I would it were my cafe, I M give 

More thattl.'ll fty^ or you '11 believe : 

I would fo trounce her, and her purfe, 

I 'd make her ki^eri for better or worfc ; 

For mati'imony and -hanging, here,. 43 5 

Both go by deftinyfo clear, 

That you as fare may pick andchufc, ^ * 

As crofs I win, and pi^e you lofe 5 

And, if I durft, I would advance 

'As much in ready maintenance, * 690 

As upon any cafe I Ve known 5 

But we that praftife dare not own : 

The law feverely contrabands 

Our taking bufmefs <)iF men's hands j 

•Tis common barratry, that bears C95 

Point-blank an a£lion 'gainft our ears. 

And crops them till there is not leather. 

To ftick a pin in, left of either 5 

For which fome do the fummer-fault. 

And o'er the bar, like tumblers, vault : 700 

But you may fwear, at any rate, 

Things not in nature, for the ftate 5 

For in all courts of juftice here 

A witnefs is not faid to fwear. 

But make oath j that is, in plain terms^ ' 705 

To forge whatever he affirms. 

(I thank 
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(I thank you, quoth the Knight, for that, 
Becaufe 'tis to my purpofc pat^) • 
For Juftice, though (he 's painted h^tk^i 
Is to the weaker fide inclin'*i^,, *rr> 

Like Charity } elfe right aiid wrong 
Could never hold it out fo long. 
And, like blind Fortune^ with a (IdgKt,, 
Convey men's intereft and right 
From Stiles's pocket into Nokc9*8,* * 71 V 

As eafily as Hocus -Focus 5 
IHays faft.and loofe, makes men obnoxious | ' 
And clear again, like hiccius doBius, 
Then, whether you would take her l?fe,. 
Or but recbrer 'her for your wife, 720 

Or be content with what ihe has^ 
And let all other matters pafs. 
The bufmefs to tiw law 's alone. 
The proof- is all it looks upon \ . 
And you can want no witneiTes, y^^ 

To fwear to any thing you pleafe^. 
"That hardly get their mere expiehces . 
By th' labour of their confciences. 
Or letting out, to. hire, their eass 
To Affidavit-^cuftomers, y^p 

At inconfiderable values. 
To ferve for jurymen, or talfes. 
Although retainM in th' hardeft matters 
Of truftees and admiBiftrators., 

Ver. 723.] Aione, in all editions to Z704> inclafive. 
All otif, in later editions* 
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For that, (quoth he), let *ne alone ; ,735 

^ We 've ftorc of fuch/_and all our own. 

Bred up and tmtorM by our Teachers, 
prtie ableft of confcience-^tchers. 

Hiat *8 well (quothbe) $ but I (hould giiefs. 

By weighing all advantages, : 749 

' Your fureft way is. firft to fitch 

On Bongey for a wateivwitch i 

/md when ye *ye hang'd the conjun$r, 

Ye've time enough to deal with htr. 

In th' interim, fpare for no trepans . , 745 

To draw her neck into the banns § 

Ply her with lQve^letters and billets, 

^nd bait them well, for quirks and quillets. 

With trains t^ inveigle and furprize 

Her heedlefs anfwers and replies ; , j$o 

And if (he mifs the nioufe-^trap lines. 

They '11 ferve for other bye.deiigns j 

And 

Ver. 74.2.1 Bonffey-was a Francifcan, and lived to- 
wards the end of the thirteenth century"; a dodor of 
divinity in Oxford, and a particular acquaintance of 
Friar Bacon's. In that ignorant age every thing that 
fieemed extraordinary was reputed magic, and fo both 
Bacon and Bongey went lender Ihe imputation of 
ihidying the black art. Bongey alfo, publiming a trea- 
tife of natural magic, confirmed fome well-meaning 
credulous people in this opinion $ but it was alto- 
gether groundlefs, for Bongey was' choien Provinckl 
ofr his order, being a perfon of moft excelleat parts 
and piety. '"" 
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And make an artift underiland 

To copy out her feal, or hand 5 

Or find void places in the. paper, .. ^ 755 . 

To fteal in fomething to entrap her 5 ; 

Till with her worldly goods, . a!nd body, «. 

§pite of her heart, ihe has endowed ye.i. . 

Retain all forts of witneffes, . 

That ply i' th' Temples, under trees,. . . 760 

Or walk the round, with Knights o' th' Pofts, 

About the crofs-legg'd knights, their hofts i , 

Or wait for ciiftomers between 

The pillar-rows in Lincoln's -Inn ; 

Where vouchers, forgers, common-bail^ . 7^5 

And A£S^vit-men, ne'er fail 

T' expofe JtQ'fale all forts of oath's. 

According to their ears and clothes^ 

Their only ncceflary tools, ^ 

Befides the Gofpel,' and their fouls ; . ^ 77^ 

And, when ye 're fumiih'd with all purveys, 

I /hall be ready at your fervice. 

I would not given(quoth Hudibras) 
A ftraw to underftand a cafe. 

Without the admirable ikill 775 

To wind and manage it at will $ 
To veer, and tack, and fteer a caufe,, 
Againft the weather-gage of laws. 
And ring the changes upon cafes. 
As plain as aofes upon faces, 7 So 

As 
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As you have well inftnifted me. 
For which you Ve earn*d (here 'tis) your fee. 
Y long to pra^tife your advice. 
And try the fubtle artifite ; 

To bait a letter,. a$ yon bid, jt$ 

As, not tong afttr, thus he diH ; 
!For, having punjp*d up all his wit, 
And hum*d upon it, thus he writ. 

Ver 78».5 The beggar's prayer for fhelawycr woulii 
have fuited this gentleman very well. 8ee die works 
of J. Taylor, the Water-poet, p. icrx. .« May the 
*< Terms be cverlafting to thee, thou man of tongiie .$ 
•* and may cohteiftionS grow and multSplv! may aftions 
* beget aflions, and ca^s engender cafes, as thick as 
'** hops ; may every daiy of the year be a Shrove- Tuef- 
** day i let proclapa,tions forbid fitting, to eocreaie 
"** aflions of battery j that thy caflock may be three- 
** piled, and the weltjs of thy gown may pot grow 
^< thread-bare-l" 
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JiUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 



1W HO was once as great as Caefar, 
Am now reduced to Nebuchadnezzar $ 
And, from as famM a conqueror 
As ever took degree in war, 

•Or did his exercife in battle, 5 

By you tumM out to grafs with cattle s 
For, fince I am deny'd accefs 
To all my earthly happinefs. 
Am fallen from the paradife 

Of your good graces, and fair ey^ i xo 

Loft 

•This Epiftle was to be the refult^^f all the fair 
methods the Knight was to ufe in gaming the Wi- 
dow J it therefore required all his wit and £xteritv tf 
•draw from this artful Lady an*tinwary anfwer. It the 
plot fucceeded, he was to compel her immediately, by 
law, to a compliance with his defires. But the Lac^ 
was too cunning to give him fuch a handle as he 
fonged for : on the coBtniry» her ABfw«r iilencedal 
^16 pretenfiona* 

3 
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Loft to the world and you, I 'm fent 

To everlafting baniflimenty 

Where all the hopes I had to *ve won 

Your heart, being dafli'd, will break my owni 

Yet,^ if yoi<%\^re^not fo fever© ,/ ij' 

To pafs your doom before you hear, 
You 'd find, upon my juH defence. 
How much you 've wrong'd my innocence. 
That once I. made a vow to you> . 
Which yet is unperforftf d," 'tis true 5 20 

But not becaufe it is unpaid, 
'Tis violated, though delay'd : 
Or, if it were, it' is no fault. 
So heinous as'you 'd have it thought ; 
To undergo the lofs of ears, a j 

^ike vulgar hackney perjurers : 
For there 's a difference in the cafe. 
Between the noBIe and the bafe ; 
Who always are obfeiT'd to *ve done 't 
Upon as different an account ; / 30 

The one for great and weighty cauibj^ 
To falve, in honour, ugly flaws 5 
For none are like to do it fooner. 
Than thofe wrho 're niceft of their honour : 
The other> for bafe gain and. pay, 35 

Forfwear and perjure by the day, 
And make th' expofing and retailing) 
Their fouls and confciences a calling. 

It is no fcandal nor afperfion. 
Upon a great and nobk perfonj 49 

• Tq 
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To fay he naturally abhorr'd 
Th' old-fafhion'd trick, to keep his word. 
Though 'tis perfidioufnefs and fhame. 
In meaner men, to do the lame : 
For to be able to forget, ^^ 

Is found more ufeful to the great, 
Than gout, or deafnefs, or bad eyes. 
To make them pafs for wondrous wife. 
But though the law, on perjurers, 
Inflifls the forfeiture of eai-s, 5*0 

It is not juil, that does exempt 
The guilty, and punii'h th' innocent 5 
To make the ears repair tlie wrong 
Committed by th' ungovernM tongue j. 
And, when one member is forfworn, 55 

Another to be cropt or torn. 
And if you fhould, as you defign,. • 

By ccurfe of law, recover mine. 
You 're like, if you confider right. 
To gain but little honour by 't, 60 

For he that for his lady's fake 
Lays down his life, or limbs, at ftake, 
Dots not fo much defei-ve her favour. 
As ho that pawns his foul to have her.. 
This ye 've dcknowledg'd I have dune, C5 

Ali'.o'igh you now uifdain to own j 
I'u" ;. itence what you rather ought 
y c-rt:c;.i good fcrvice than a fault. 
B'-fiJcj. oaths are not bound to bear 
TI n IkCa/.I fenfc the words infer i 70 

Vol, il. . I But„ 
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But, by the practice of the age, 
Are to be judg'd how far they' engage ; 
And, where the fcrtfe by cuftom 's checkt^ 
Are found void and of none efFc6l j 
For no man takes or keeps a vow, 75 

But juft as he fees othei's do ; 
Nor are they' obliged to be fo brittle. 
As not to yield and bow a little : 
For as beft-temperMblkdes are found. 
Before they break, to bend quite round j %e 

So trucft oaths are ft ill moft tough. 
And, though they bow, are breaking proof. 
Then wherefore (hould they not b' allowed 
In love a greater latitude ? 

For, as the law of arms approves 85 

All ways to conqucft, fo fhould Love's j 
And not be ty'd to true or falfe, ' 

But make that ]ufteft that prevails : 
For how can that which is above 
All empire, high and mighty Love, 90 

Submit its great prerogative 
To any other power ^live ? 
Shall Love, that to no crown gives place. 
Become the fubje^l of a cafe ? 

The fundament^ law of Nature 95 

Be over-rul'd by thofe made after ? 
Commit the cenfui^ of its caufc 
To any but its own great laws ? , 

Love, that 's the world's prefervative. 
That keeps all fouls of things alive ^ 100 

Controls 
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Controls the mighty jro/wtr of Fate, 
And gives mankind a longer date 5 
The life of Nature, that reftores 
As faft as Time and Death devours 5 
To whofe free-gift the world does owe ^05 

Not only earth, but heaven too : 
For Love 's the* only trade that *s driven^ 
The intereft of ftate in heaven, 
Which nothing but the foul of man 
Is capable to entertain. 1.10 

For what can earth produce, but Love, 
To reprefent the jpys above ? 
Or who, but Lovers, can converfe. 
Like angels, by the eye'difceufTe f 
Addrefs and compli^ient by vifion, ris 

Make love and court by intuition ? 
And burn in amorous flamet as fierce 
As thofe celeftial miniflers ? 
Then how can any timig offend. 
In order to fo great an end i 1.20 

Or Heaven itfelf a fin reftnt. 
That for its own. fupply was meant ? 
That merits, in a kind miflake, 
A pardon for th'^ ofTence^s fake ? 
Or if it did laot, but the caufe 115 

Were left to th* injury of laws, 
What tyranny can difapprove 
There fhoul^ be equity in love ? 
For laws that are inanimate, 

And feel no fenfe of love or hate, xjo 

I % That 
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That have no paflion of their own. 
Nor pity to be wrought upon. 
Are only proper to inflifb 
Revenge, on criminals as ilri£l : 
But to have power to forgive, 135 

Is empire and prerogative j. 
And His in crowns a nobler gem 
To grant a pardon than condemn. 
1 hen, fince fo few do what they ought, 
'Tis great t* indulge a well-meant fault j 140 

For why (hould he who n^de addrcfs 
All humble ways, without fuccefs, 
And met with nothing in return 
But infolence, affronts, and fcpm, 
- Not ftrive by wit to countermine, 145 

And bravely carry his defign ? 
He who was us'd fo unlike a foldier, 
Blown up \Aih phfltres of love-powder? 
And, after letting blood, and purging. 
Condemned to voluntary fcourging ; 1 50 

Alarm'd with many a horrid fright. 
And claw'd by goblins in the night i 
Infulted on, i-evil'd, and jcer'd. 
With rude invafion of his beard $ 
And, when your fex was foully fcandaPd, 155 

As foully by the rabble handled } 
Atuck'd by defpicable foes. 
And drubb'd with mean and vulgar blows 5 
And, after all, to be debarred 

So mwcii as (landing on his guard $ 160 

When 
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When horfcs, being fpurrM and prick'd, 
Have leave to kick for being kick'd ? 

Or why ihould you, whofe mother-wits 
Are furnifhM with all perquiiites $ 
That with your breeding teeth begin, 165 

And nurfing babies that lie in, 
B' allowM to put all tricks upon 
Our cully fex, and we ufe none ? 
We, who have nothing but frail vows, 
Againft your ftratagcms V oppofe, 170 

Or oaths more feeble than your own, 
By which we are no lefs put down f 
You wound, like Parthians, yvbile you fly. 
And kill with a retreating eye 5 • 
Retire the more, the more we preYs, 175 

To draw us into ambuihes : 
As pirates all falfe colours wear^ 
T' intrap th' unwary mariner ; 
So women, to furprize us, fpread 
The borrowM flags of white and red j iSo 

Difplay them thicker on their cheeks. 
Than their old grandmothers, the Pifts 5 
And raife more devils with their looks. 
Than conjurers' lefs fubtle books : 
X.ay trains of amorous intrigues, i S 5 

In towers, and -curls, and pcrriwigs. 
With greater art and cuni^ihg reared. 
Than Phil^ Nye's thankfgiving beard j 
Prepofteroufly t' entice and gain 
Thofe to adore them they difdain ; 199 

I 3 And 
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And only draw them in to cIog> 
With idle names, a catalogue. 

A lover is, the mone he ^s-brave, 
T* his mifbrefs but the nore.a ilfivey 
And whatfoever ihe commaod^, '95 

Becomes a favour from her hands. 
Which lie *s obligM t* obey, and muft. 
Whether it be unjuft or juft. 
Then when he is compeird by bipr 
T*^ adventures he would elfe fftrbear, it«d 

Who, with his honour, caft witfaftand^ 
Since force is greater than coipmand ? 
And when neceffity *s obey M, 
Nothing can be unjuft or bM s 

And therefore when the m^hfy powers «05 

Of Love, our great ally, and yoiir% 
ToinM forces, not to be withftood ' 
By frail inamour'd fle(h and blood> 
All I have done, unjuft or; ill,^ 

Was in obedience to yowr mil y 2 !• 

And all the blame that caA'bttdue 
Falls to your cruelty and you.' * 
Nor are thofe icandala 1 oonfeft^ 
Againft my will and intereft^ . 

More than is daily done* of<ixar&p, 215^ 

By all men^ when they *ifi fittdtr force s . 
Whence fome, upon the radc^ . confefs 
What rh!* hangman and th«r,prompters plei^ f 
But are no fooner out of paia^. 
Than they deny it ali agaia^ . m» 

But 
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But when the devil turns confeflbr, 

Truth is a crime he takes no pleafure 

To hear or pardon, like the founder 

Of liars, whom they all claim under: 

And therefore, when I told him none, * . ; %2$ 

I think it was the wifer done. 

Nor am I without precedent, 

The firft that on th' adventure went j 

AU mankind ever did of courfe, 

And daily does, the fame, or worfe. ^ ajp 

For what romance can fticw a lover. 

That had a lady to recover. 

And did not fteer a nearer courfe, 

To fall aboard in his amours ? 

And what at £rft was held a cnme, 235 

Has turnM to honourable in tinp. 

To what a height did Infant Rome, 
By raviflii?lg of women, come ? 
When men upon their fpoufes feiz'd, 
And*^reely marry M where they pleasM ; 240 

They ne'er forfwore Jthemfelves, nor ly'd. 
Nor, in the mind they were in, dy'd ; 
Nor took the pains faddrefs and fue, . 
J4or play'd the mafquerade, to wooe : 
Difdain'd to ftay for friends* confents, 34.5 

Nor juggled about Settlements ^ ^ 

Did 

Ver. 230] And daily does^ in all editions to 1716, 
inclufive. Daily do, 1726, &c* 

1 + 
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Did need no licenle, nor no prieft, 
Nor friends, nor kindred, to afilft, 
Nor lawyers, to join land and money 
In th* holy Itaie of matrimony, 150^ 

Before they fettled hands and hearts. 
Till alimony or death departs ; 
Nor would endure to ftay until 
They 'ad got tlie very bride's good will, 
But took a wife and ftiorter courfe 155 

To win the ladies, downright force ; 
And juflly made them prifoncrs then. 
As they have, often fmce, \is men. 
With a6ling plays, and dancing jigs, 
The luckieft of all Love's intrigues 5 %(• 

And, when they had them at their pleafure, 
Tliey talk'd of love'sfcd flames at leifurc ; 
For, after matrimony 's over. 
He that holds out but half a lover, 
Defcrves, for every minute, more 165 

Than half a year of love before ; 
For which the dames, in contemplation 
Of that beft way of application, 
Prov'd nobler wives than e'er 'were known 
By fuit or treaty to l)e won ; 170 

JAnd fuch as all pofterity 
Could never equal, nor come nigh. 

For women iirft were made for men. 
Not men for them^ — It follows, then. 
That men have right to every one, 27^ 

And they no freedom of their own j 

And 
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And therefore men have power to chufe. 

But they no charter to rcfufe. 

Hence Ws apparent that, what courfe 

Soc'er we take to your amours, z%o 

Though by the indire6left way, 

*Ti8 no injuftice nor foul play ; 

And that you ought to take that courfe, 

As we take you, for "better or worfc. 

And gratefully fubmit to thofe 185 

Who you, before another, chofe. 

For why (hould every favage beaft 

Exceed his great Lord's intereft ? 

Have freer power than he, in Grace 

And Nature, o'er the creature has ? 190 

Becaufe the laws he Ance has made> 

Have cut off all the power he had ^ 

Retrench>d the sd>folute dominion 

That Nature gave him over women ; 

When all his power will not extend 295 

One law of Nature to fnfpend ; 

And but to offer to repeal 

The fmalleft claufe, is to repel. 

This, if men rightly underftood 

Their privilege, they would make good, 300 

And not, like Tots, permit their wives 

T' incroach on their prerogatives ; 

For which fin they deferve to be 

Kept, as they are, in (Is^very : 

And 
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And this fome precious Gifted Teachers, 30 j 

Unreverently reputed Leachers, 
And difobey'd in making love, 
liave vowM to all the world to prove. 
And make ye fufFer, as you ou^t. 
For that uncharitable fault : 3io- 

But I forget myfelf, and rove 
Beyond th' inftruftions of my love. 
Forgive me. Fair, and only blame 
Th' exti-avagancy of my flame. 

Since 'tis too much at once to fliow^ 31JJ 

Excefs of love and temper too ; 
All I have faid that *s bad and true« 
Was never meant to aim at you. 

Who 

Ver. 305, 306.] Sir Roger L'Eftrange (ICey to Hu- 
dibras) mentions Mr. Caft as one ; and Mr. Butler, 
in his Pofthumous works ♦, mentions Dr. Burgefs 
and Hugh Peters : aod the writer of a letter to the £arl 
of Pembroke, 1647, p. j. obferves of Pe^re, " Tha^ 
** it was offered to be publicly proved that he got both 
** mother and daughter with child." — " I'am glad, fays 
** an anonymous perfon ( Thurloe's StaH Papers^ vol, 
** IV. p. 734.) to hear that Mr< Peters flicws his head 
*^ again ; it was reported here ( Amfterdam, May 5, 
** 1655) that he was found with a whore a-bed, and 
** he grew mad, and faid nothing but O blood, O bloodi 
•* that troubles me." 

* It may be proper to obferve here, once for all» 
that Butler left no genuine poems befidcs thofe in the 
pofl'eflion of Mr. Lon^eville, and publiihed by Mr. 
Thyer in 1759 j which are all inferted in this vo-. 
luine. 
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Who have fo fovereign a control ' 

O'er that poor flave of your's, my foul, jto 

That, rather than to forfeit you, 

Has ventur'd loJ^ of heaven too-j - -^ 

Both with an equal power poiTeft, 

To render all thkt ferve you bleft 5 

But none like him, who 's deftin'd either 325 

To have or lofe you both together ; 

And, if you '11 but tfhis fault releafe 

(For fo it muft be, fmce you pleafe), 

I '11 pay down all 'that vow, and more,- 

Which you comn^and^d, and" I fwdrc^ 33a" 

And expiate, upon my fkiii, 

Th' airears in full of all my fin : 

For 'tis but juft that I fliould pay^ 

Th* accruing penance for delay ; 

Which (hall be done, until it move ^35 

Your equal pity and your love. 

The Knight, perufing this Epillle, 
Believ'd he *ad brought her to his whiftle, 
And read it, like a jocund lover. 
With great applaufe, t' himfelf, twice over 5. 34^ 

Subfcrib'd his name, but at a fit 
And humble diftance, to his wit. 
And dated it with wondrous art, 
Giv'n from the bottom of his heart f 
Then feal'd it with his coat of love,. 345 

A fmoking faggot — and above,. 
Upon a fcroU— •! burn and weep^ 
And near it->For her Lady(hip» 

Of 
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Of all her fex mod excellent, 

Thefe to her gentle hands prefent ; 350 

Then gave it to his faithful Squire, 

With lelTons how t' obferve and eye; her. 

She firft confiderM whiaji was better. 
To fend it back, or burn the letter : 
But, guefling that it might import, 355 

Though nothing elfe, at leaft her (port. 
She open'd it, and read it out. 
With many a fmile and leering flout ; 
Refolv'd to anfwer it in kind. 
And thus perfonn''d what (he defign*d, 3^0 
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LADY'S ANSWER 

T O 
THE KNIGHT. 



THAT you 're a beaft, and turn'd to grals. 
Is no ftrange news, nor ever was. 
At leaft to me, who once, you know. 
Did from the pound replevin you, 
When both your fword and fpurs were won 5 

In combat by an Amazon ; 
That fword that did, like Fate, determine 
Th' inevitable death of vermin, 
And never dealt its furious blows, 
But cut the throats of pigs and cows, 10 

By Tnilla was, in fingle fight, 
DifarmM and wrefted from its Knight ; 
Your heels degraded of your fpurs. 
And in the (locks clofe prifoners, 
Where ftiil they 'ad lain, in bafe reftraint, 1 5 

If I, in pity' of your complaint. 
Had not, on honourable conditions, 
Releas'd them from the worfl of prifoi\s } 

And 
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And what return that favour met 
You cannot (though you would) forget 5 20 

When, being free, you ftrove t' evade 
The oaths you had in prifon made 5 
Foufwore yourfelf, and firft denyM it. 
But after own'd, and juHify'd it; 
And, when ye 'ad falfeiy broke one vow, 25 

Abfolv'd yourfelf by breaking two ; 
For, while you fneakingly fubmit. 
And beg for. pardon at our feet, 
Difcourag'd by your guilty fears. 
To hope for quarter for your ears, 30 

And doubting 'twas in vain to- fue^ 
You claim us boldly as your due j . 
Declare that trfeachery and force. 
To deal with us, is th' only courfe j 
We have no title nor pretence ^5 

To body, fQul, or confcience. 
But ought to fall to that man's ihare 
That claims us for his proper ware : 
Thefe are the motives which, t' induce^ 
Or fright us into love, you ufc 5 40 

A pretty new way of gallanting. 
Between foliciting and ranting ! , 
Like fturdy beggars, that intrcat 
For charity at once, and threat. 

But, Hnce you undertake to prove 45 

Your own propriety in love. 
As if we were but lawful prize 
" In war between two enemies, 

• 3 - Or 
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Or forfeitures, which every lover. 

That would but fue for, might rccovter $ 50 

It is not hard to und&rftand 

The myftery of this bold demand. 

That cannot at our perfons aim> 

But fomething capable of claim. 

'Tis not thofe paltry counterfeit 55 

French ftones, which in our eyes you fet> 
But our right diamondt, that infpire . 
And fet your amoA>u$ hearts on fire : 
Nor can thoft falfe St. Martin's beads. 
Which on our lips you lay for reds, 60 

And make us wear like Indian Dames^ 
Add fuel to your fcorching flames $ 
But thofe true rubies of the rocl^. 
Which in our cabinets we lock. 
'Tis not thofe orient pearls, our teeth, 65 

That you are fo tranfported with ; 
But thofe we wear about our necks. 
Produce thofe amorous effef^s. 
Nor is ^t thofe threads of gold, our hair. 
The perriwigs you make us wear $ ' -Jo 

But thofe bright guineas in our chefts. 
That light the wildfire in your brcafts, 
Thefe love-%icks I Ve been vers'd in fo. 
That all their fly intrigues I know, 
And can unriddle, by their tones, 75 

Their myftic cabals, and jargones 5 
Can tell what paflions, hy their feimds. 
Pine for the beauties of my grouads ^ 

' What 
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What raptures fciid and amorous, 

O' th' charms and graces of my houfe ; So 

What ecftafy and fcorching flarae^ 

Burns for my money in my name j 

What, from th* unnatural defire 

To beafts and cattle, takes- its fire ; 

What tender figh ami-trickling tear 85 

Longs for a thaufahd pounds a-year ; 

And languifliing tranfports are fond 

Of ftatute, mortgage, bill, and bond^ 

Thefe are th' attracls which moft men fajil 
InamourM, at firft fight, withal ; 90 

To thefe they' addrefs with ferenades, 
And court with balls and mafqucrades § 
And yet, for all the yearning pain 
Ye *ave fufFerM for their loves in vain, 
I fear they '11 prove fo nice and coy, f 5, 

To have, and t' hold, and to enjoy ; 
That, all your oaths and labour loft, 
They 'U ne'er turn Ladies of the Poft. 
This is not meant to difapprovc 

Your judgment, in yt>ur choice of lore, lOo 

Which is fo wife, the greateft part 
Of mankind ftudy 't as an art ; 
For loye ihould, like a deodand, ^ 

Still fall to th' owr.er of the laaJ ;. 
And, where there 's fubftarKe for its ground, 105 

Cannot but be more firm and found, 
Than that which has the flighter bafis 
Of airy virtue, wit, and graces 5 

Which 
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is of fuch thin fubtlety, 

and creeps in at the tye, no 

i it can't endure to day, 
ut again as nice a way. 
ove, that its extra6lion owns 
)lid gold and precious ftones, 
ike its (hining parentS|. prove 1.15 

I, and as glorious love« 
tis you jiave no way t' exprefs ^ 

j-ms and graces but by thefe ; 
It arc lips, and eycs^ and teeth, 
beauty* invades and conquers with, .«*P; 

iesy pearls, and diamonds, 
hich a philtre love commands ? 
is the way all parents, prove 
iging their children's love, 
rce them f intermarry and wed,, 125 

i' were burying of the dead j 
th to earth, as in the grave, 

in wedlocjc all they have, 

hen the fettleipent 's in force, 

I the reft for better or worfc ; 1,3^ 

ley has a power above 

*8, and fate, to manage love j , 

UTows, learned poets hold, 

ver mifs, ai*e tipp'd with gold. 

lough fome fay the parents' claims. z.35 

e love in their children's names j 

lany times, at once provide 

*fe, the hulband, and the bride. 
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Feel darts, and channs, attrafts, and flames. 

And wooe and contrail in their nanpes, 144 

And, as they chriften, ufe to marry them. 

And, like their goffips, anfwcr for them j 

Is not to give in matrimony. 

But fell and proftitntc for money j 

'Tia better than their ovro* fcretrothing, 145 

Who often do 't for worfe than nothing ; 

And, when they 're at their own difpofe, 

With greater difadwantage chufe. 

All this is right ; but, for the courfe 

You take to do 't, by fraud or force, t$^' 

'Tis fo ridiculous, as foon 

As told, 'tis never to be done. 

No more than fetters can betray, 

That tell what tricks they are to phry. 

Marriage, at beft, is but a vow, tff 

Which all men eithw break or bow 5 

Then what will thofe forbear to do. 

Who perjure when they do but wooe ? 

Such as beforehand fwear and lye. 

For earned to their treachery, 160^ 

And, rather than a crime confefs, ' 

With greater ftrive to make it Icfs ? 

Like thieves, who, after fent«nce paft. 

Maintain their innocence to the laft ; 

And, when their crimes were made appear^ 1(5 

As plain as witineffes can fwear. 

Yet, when the wretches come to die. 

Will take upon thdr death a lye. 

Hot 
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JJ&r are the virtues you confefs'd 

T' your ghoftly father, as you guefs'd) 17* 

So flight as to be juftifyM, 

By being as fharaefnUy denyM $ 

As if you thought your word would pafs, 

Potnt-blanky on both fides of a cafe j 

Or credit were not to be loft ^ 1 75 

B' a brave Knight-errant of the Poft, 

That eats perfidioufly his word. 

And fwears his ears through a two-inch board ; 

Can own the fame thing, and difown. 

And perjure booty pro and con ; iS» 

Can make the Gofpcl fcrve his turn. 

And help him out, to be forfwom $ 

When *tis laid hands upon, and kift. 

To be betrayM and fold, like Chrift. 

Thcfe 



Vcr. 183.] The way of taking an oath is by laying 
the right hand upon the four Evangelifts, which deno- 
^hiates it A corporal oath* This method was not al- 
ways complied with in thofe iniquitous times. In the 
trial of Mr. Chriftopher Love, m the year 1651, one 
Jaqueli an evidence, laid his hand upon his buttons^ 
and not upon the book, when the oath was tendered 
him ; and, when he wks queftioned for it, he anfwercd, 
" I am as good as under an oath." la the trial of the 
brave Colonel Monrice (who kept Pontefra6l Caftle for 
the King) at York, by Thorp and Puletton, when he 
challeng^ one Br$ok^ bis profeiTed enemy, the Court 
anfwcrnl. He fpoke too late \ Brook was fworn ai- 
nady. Brook being a(ked the queftion^ whether h& 
K % were 
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Thefe are the virtuefi in whefe name i S5 

A right to all the world you claim. 
And boldly challenge a dominion^ 
In Grace and Nature, o>r all women } 
Of whom no left will fatisfy. 

Than all the fex, your tyranny : 19^ 

Although yon Ul find it a hard province. 
With all your crafty frauds and covins^ 
To govern fuch a numerous crew. 
Who, one by one, now govern you j 
For, if you all were Solomons, 195 

And wife and g^rcat as he was once, 
You '11 find they 're able to fubdue 
(As they did him) and baffle you* 
And if you are imposed upon, 
*Tis by your own temptation doiie, ooa 

That with your ignorance invite. 
And teach us how to ufe the fieight ; 
For, when we find ye 're ftill more taken 
With falfe attra^ls of our own making. 
Swear that/s a rofe, and that 's a ftone^ io|. 

Like fots, to us that laid it on. 
And, what we did but (lightly prime, 
Moft ignorantly daub in rhyme. 
You force us, in our own defences. 
To copy beams and influences ; sio 

To 

were fwom or no, replied, ** He had not yet kiiTed the 
** book." The Court anfwered. That was no matter; 
it was but a ceremony ; he was recorded fwom, and 
there was no ipeaking againii a record. 
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y perfections on the graces, 
draw attra6ls upon our faces» 
In compliance to your wit, 
own falfe jewels counterfeit s 
y the praftice of thofe arts ai 5 

;ain a greater' fliare of hearts 5 
thofe deferve in reafon moft, 
greateft pains and ftudy coft : 
reat perfeftions are, like heaven, 
ich a prefent to be given, aa« 

re thofe mafter>ftrokes of beauty 
e performed without hard duty, 
h, when they 're nobly done, and well, 
imple natural excel. 

fair and fweet the planted rofe 225 

id the wild in hedges grows I 
^(rithout art, the nobleft feed» 
iwers degenerate into weeds s 
dull and rugged, ere 'tis ground 
polifhM, looks a diamond ? S3« 

gh Paradife were e'er fo fair, 
8 not kept fo without care. 
Hrhole wodd, without art and drefs^ 
Id be but one great wildemefs | 
mankind but a favage herd, 1^3 5 

11 that Nature has conferr'd : 
docs but rough-hew and deHgn^ 
!8 Art to polifh and i-efine. 
gh women firft were made for meii^ 
len were made for them again ( ji4# 

K 3 F«r 
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For when (out-witted by his wife) 

Man firft turnM tenant but for life, 

If women had not intenren'dy 

How foon had mankind had on end f 

And that it is' in being yet, 24.$ 

To us alone you are in debt. 

And where 's your liberty of choice. 

And our unnatural No- voice ? 

Since all the privilege you boaft. 

And falfely' ufurpM, or vainly loft, 4j# 

Is now our right, to whofe creation 

You owe your happy reftoration. 

And if we had not weighty caufe 

To not appear, in making laws, 

We could, in fpite of all yeur tricks, 255 

And (hallow formal politics. 

Force you our managements t' obey. 

As we to yOurs (in fhew) give way. 

Hence 'tis that, while you vainly ftrive 

T' advance your high prtrogativt, ^^^^ 

You bafely, after all your bmves. 

Submit, and own yourfelves our flavei 2 

And, 'caufe we do not make it kaowflt 

Nor publicly our interefts own, 

Like fots, fuppofe we have no (bares %6^ 

Jn ordering you and your affairs. 

When all your empire and command 

You have from us, at fecond-hand ^ 

As if a pilot, that appears 

Ta fit ftill only, while he ftccrs^ 27^ 

And 
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And does not make a noife and ftir,. 
Like every common mariner. 
Knew nothing of ttie card, nor ftar> 
^knd did not guide the mtm of war : 
Nor we, becaufe we don't appear 275 

In Councils, do not govern there ; • , 

While, like the mighty Preftcr John, 
Whofe perfon none dares look upon. 
But is preferv'd in tlofe difguife. 
From being made cheap to vulgar eyes,. 2S0 

W' enjoy as large a power, unfeen. 
To govern him, as he does men ; 
A«d, in the right of our Pope Joan, 
Make emperors at our feet fall down ;. ^ 

Or Joan de Pucelle's braver name, 281 

Our tight to arms and conduct claim 5. 

V€rv 277.] Prefter John, an abfolute prince, erapei 
rer of Abyflinia, or £thi(^ia. One of them is reported 
to have had feventy kings for his vaffals, and Co fuperl? 
fWid arrogant, that none durft lo<>k upon him without 
his perniiilion. 

Ver. 285.] JdanofArc, called alfo 7'i^/? P/w^//p, ot 
Maiii qf Orleans, She was born at the town of Danv- 
f€mi, on the Mcufe, daughter of James de Arc and Ifa* 
beila Komee j was bi-ed up a fhepherdefs in the coun- 
try. At the age of eighteen or twenty (lie pretended 
X<b an exprefs commi^Tion from God to go to the relief 
of Orleans, then befieged by the £ngli%,. and defendbd 
t>y John Comte de Dennis, and almoft reduced to the 
iaft extremity. She went to tlie coronation of Charles 
Vll, when he was alraoft ruined* She knew that 
. K 4 pj'ince 
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Who, though a fpinfter, yet was able 
To fcrve France for a Grand Conftable. 

We make and execute all laws. 
Can judge the Judges, and the Caufe; «^ 

Prcfcribe all rules of right or wrong, 
To th' long robe, and the longer tongue, 
yGainft which the world has no defence, 
3ut our more powerful eloquence. 
We manage things of greateft weight, 295 

In all the world^s affairs of ftatc j 
Are minifters of war and peace. 
That fway all nations how weplcafc. 

We 
prince in the midft of his nobles, though meanly ha- 
bited. The doftors of divinity, and members or par- 
liament, openly declared that there was fomething Cu^ 
pernatural in her condu6l. She fent for a fword, 
which lay in the tomb of a knight, which was behind 
the great ^altar of the church of St. Catharine de For- 
bois, upon the blade of which the crofi and fieur de lis 
were engraven ; which put the King in a very great fur- 
prize, in regard none befidcs himfelf knew of it t upon 
this he fent her with the command of fome troops, 
with which ihe relieved Orleans, and drove the £ng- 
lifh from it, defeated Talbot at the battle of Pattai, 
and recovei*ed Champagne. At laft flie was unfortu- 
nately taken prifoner in a fally at Champagne, in 1430, 
and tried for a witch or forcerefs, condemned, antl 
burnt in Rouen market-place, in May 14.30. 

Ver, 28S.] All this is a fatire on King Charles 11. 
who was governed fo much by his miftreUes : particu<> 
larly this Tine feems to allude to his French miftrefs, 
the Dutchefs of Portfmouth, given by that Court | 
vJ^hom fhe ferved in the important poft of governing 
King Charles as they direded. 
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We rule all churches, and their flocks. 

Heretical and orthodox, )•# 

And are the heavenly vehicles 

O* th* fpirits in all Conventicles-c 

By us is all commerce and trade 

Improved, and managM, and decayMj 

For nothing can go off fo well, ' .1%^ 

Nor bears that price, as what we fell. 

We rule in every public meeting. 

And make men do what we judge fittings 

Are magiftrates i& all great towns. 

Where men do nothing but wear gowns* 310 

We make the man of war ftrike fail. 

And to our braver conduct veil. 

And, when he 'as. chas*d his enemies, 

Submit to usnipon his knees. 

{s <here an officer of ftatc, .-^j^ 

Untimely rais'd, or magiftrate. 

That *ft haughty and imperious! 

He *s but a journeyman to us. 

That, as he gives us caufe to do *t. 

Can keep him in, or turn him out. 326 

We are your guardians, that increaft. 
Or wafte your fortunes how we pleale j 
And, as you humour us, can deal 
In all your matters, ill or well. 

"Tis we that can difpofe, alone, •515 

Whether your heits (hall be your own, 
To whofe integrity you muft, 
Jii fpite of all your, caution, truH $ 

And, 
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And, 'lefs you fly beyond the feas, 
Can Ht you with what heirs we |>iearey 33^9 

And force you t* own them^ thougk begotten 
By French valets, or Irifli fbotmeii.. 
Nor can the rigoroufeft courfe 
Prevail, tinlefs to make us worfe f 
Who ftill, the harflicr we are us'c^ 3.35 

Are further off from being reduc'd^ 
And fcom t' abate, for any ills. 
The leaft pun^Vilios of our wills% 
Force does but whet our wits t' applyr^ 
Arts, born with us, for remedy^ 3^ 

Which all your politics, as yet^ 
Have ne'er been able to defeats . . 
For, when ye 've try'd all forts- of ways,^ 
What fools d* we make of you ki plays f 
While all the favours we afford, 34.J 

Are but to girt you with the fword^ 
To fight our battles in our fbads. 
And have your brains beat out o^ your beids |. ^ 
Encounter, in defpite of Nature, 
And fight, at once,.^th fire and virater, ^.^ 

' With pirates, rocks,, and ftormsi and feas> 
Our pride and vadity t' appeaf^ ; - 
Kill one another, and cut throats^ 
For our good graces, aild beft thoughts ; 
To do your exercife for honotu*t 355^ 

And have your brains beat outitbt fobaer j. 
Or crack'd, as learnedly, opQn 
Things that ai-e never to %e known. j. . 

^ And 
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U appear the more induftrious, 
ore your projects are prepofterous j 36^ 

are the circle of the. arts^ 
m ftark mad to fhew your parts j 
ad the oracle of laws^ 
im them which way we (ee caufe ^ 
folicitors and agents^ 365 

and for us in all engagements, 
thefe are all the mighty powers 
linly boaft to cry down ours, 
what in real value 's wanting, 
with vapouring and ranting : 379 

B yourfelves are terrify'd, 
oop to one another^s pride, 
I we have as little wit 
out-he£lorM, and fubmit t 
ir example, lofe that right 375 

ties which we gainM in fight % 
terrified into an awe, 
1 ourfelves a Salique law ; 
fome nations ufe, give place> 
iickle to your mighty race ; 3S0 

n ufurp th* unjuft dominion, 
hey were the better women. 
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PREFACE. 

[T would be very njijuft to the memory oj a wi-iter 
fo much and fo jvftly eftecmed as Butler, to fup- 
>ofe it neceflary to make any formal apology for the 
•ublication of thefe Rejnatns. Whatever is the genuine 
leiformanc&of a genius of his claft cannot fall of rc- 
ommending itfelf to every reader of tafte 5 and all 
bat can be ret^uired from the l^u^b^lher is^ to fatiafy 
he World tha( it i& n.ot impofcd. lypoa by falfe and, 
furious pr^teAfion^. 

This has J^tready been attempted in the printed Pro- 
io(als for the fubfcpiption j but a9 the p^riihing form 
i a loofe paper feems. too frail a monument to preferve 
..ttAiooony of io mi^ch importance, it cannot, I hope^ 
m judged impertinent to repeat the fubilance of what I 
bierved upon that occaiion— That the Mai^ufcripts^ 
ifom which this Work is printed, are Butler's owa 
ond-wiiting, as evidently appeal's from fome original 
otters of hU found anoongft them— 'That, upon his 
leathy they fell info the hands of his good friend Mr. 
V. Longueville, of the Temple j who, as the writer 
f ^utkr^s li£s informs us, was at the charge of bu* 
ying him — ^That, upo^ Mr. LoBguc\^lle*s deceaff^ 
bey became the property of his fon, the late Charles 
49ngueville,. £fq; who bequeat^d them, at his death, 
» John Clarke, Efq; and that this geBtkavm has been 

prevailed 
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prevailed upon to part with them, and favoured me«. 
with an authority to infert the following certificate, of 
their authenticity. 

** I do hereby certify, That the Papers now propofed 

. to be published by Mr. Thyer are the original 

manufcripts of Mr. Samuel Butler, author of 

Hudibras^ and were bequeathed to me by the. late 

. Charles Longueville, Efq. 

Wahherton, Chejbire. ^^^^ CLARKE. 

Aoi;. 20,1754.. •' 

Although, from evidence of fuch a nature^ tiiere 
cannot remain the Ifeaft doubt about the genuinenefs of' 
this Work, and it be very certain that every diing in 
it is the performance of Butler ; yet it rauft be owned, 
at the fame time, that there is not the fame degree of 
perfe£lion and cxa£knefs in all the- compofitions here 
printed; Some are finiftied with the utmoft accuracy,' 
and were fairly tranfcribed for the prefs, as far as can 
be Judged from outward appearance : others, though 
finiftied, and wrote with the fame fpirit and peculiar 
vein of humour which diftinguiihes him from all other 
writers, fcem as if, upon- a fecond review, he would 
have retouched and amended' in fome little particulars | 
and fome few are left unfinifhed, or at- leaft parts of" 
them are loft or periihed; This acknowledgment 1 
think due to the Poet^s chara£):er and memory, and 
neceffary to befpeak that candid allowance from the 
reader which the Pofthumous Works. of. cveiy writer 
Irave a ]uft claim- to.. 

3h 
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.. It is, 1 knowy a common obfervation, that it is do- 
ing rojufticc to a departed genius to publifii fragments, 
or fuck pieces as he had not given the laft hand to. — 
•Withaui controrerting the juftnefs of this remark in 
general, one may, I think, venture to afHrm, that it is 
not to be extended to every particular cafe, and that a 
writer of fo extraordinary and uncommon a turn as the 
author of Hudibras is not to be included under it. It 
would be a piece of foolifh fondnefs to purchafe at a 
great estpence, or preferve with a particular care, the 
unfiniOied works of every tolerable painter ; and yet it 
is efteeroed a mark of fine tafte to procure, at almoft 
any price, the rough flcetches and half-formed defigns 
of a Raphael, a Rembrandt, or any celebrated mafter. 
If the elegant remains -of a Greek or Roman ftatuary, 
though maimed and defective, are thought worthy of a 
place isr the cabinets of the polite admirers of antiquity, 
and the learned world thinks itfelf obliged tolaborious 
critics for handing down to us the half- intelligible 
fcratps of an ancient claflTic ; no reafon can, I think, bt 
afligned why a genius of more modern date fliould 
not be entitled to the fame privilege, except we will 
abfurdly and enthuiiaftically fancy that time gives a 
value to writings, as well as to coins and medals.— <-It 
may ht added, alfo, that as Butler is not only excel- 
lent, but almoft fmgular, too, in his manner of writ- 
ing, every thing of his muil acquire a proportionable 
degree of value and curiofity. 

I fliall not longer detain the reader from better en- 
tertainment, by indulging my own fentimenta upon 

YaL. II. L thcfir 
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thefe remains \ and (liall rather chufe to wait for tli 
judgment of the Public^ than impertinently to obtrud 
my own. It is enough for me that I have faithfiiU 
^ifcharged the office of an Editor, and (hall leave t 
future criti<:s the pleafure of criticifing and remarking 
approving or condemning. The Notes vtrhich I hav 
given, the reader will find to be only fuch as were ne 
ccfTary to let him into' the Author's meaning, by i^ 
citing and explaining fome circumftances, not groe 
rally known, to which he alludes ; and he cannot bu 
obferve that many more might have been added, had 
given way to a ' fondnefs for fcribbling, too commo; 
upon fuch occafions *. 

Although my Author ftands in need of no apolog 
for the appearance he is going to make in the folli>win| 
iheets, the world may probably think that the PubUih( 
does, for not permitting htm to do it fooner.— All tha 
I have to iay, and to perfojns of candour I n^ed to fa 
DO more, is, that the delay has been owing to a b^ 
ftate 4>f health, and a confequent indifpofitipn for ; 
work of this nature, and )iot to indolence, or any fel 
fi& narrow views of my own* 

• In the prefcnt edition, fuch only arc retaiii^d a 
are neceflary to brine the reader acquainted with th 
Several lefs-ufual alluiions. 
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ELEPHANT IN THE MOON*. 



A Learned fociety pf late, 
The glory of a foreign ftate> 
Agreed) upon a foininer's night, 
To Asarch the Moon by her own Ught \ 
To take an inventory of aW 5 

Her real eftate, and perfonal ; 
And make an accurate furyey' 
Of all her land»> and how tjiey lay. 
As true a^ that ^f Ireland, whei^e 
The fly furveyors ftole a ihire : SO 

T* obfenre her country, haw "twa^ planted^ 
With what (h' aboiinc!.(?d moft, or waited s 
And make the proper' ft obfervations 
For fettling of neyf plantations^ 

If the Society fliould incline 15 

f attempt fo glorious a deijgn. 

This 

• This Poem was intended by the Awthor for a fa^- 
fire upon tiie Royal Society^ which, according to his 
opinion at lea^, ran too much> at that timie, mto th« 
f irtuofi tafte, and a vy[himilca) fondnei* fpr fuqpnfin^ 
mnd wonderful ivories in natural hiftory. 
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This was the purpofe of their meeting. 
For which they chofe Mime, as fitting. 
When, at the full, her radiant light 
And influence too were at their height. . i^ 

And now the lofty tube, the.fcale . 
With which they heaven itfelf aflail. 
Was mounted full againft the Moon, 
And all ftood ready to fall on. 

Impatient who ftiould have the honour " *5' 

To plant an enfign firft upon her. 

When one, who for his deep belief 
Was virtuofo then in chief, 
Approv'd the moft profound and wife. 
To folve impoffibilities, jo 

Advancing gravely, to apply 
To th' optic glafs his judging eye, . 
Cry'd, Strange '.—then reitifbrcM his fight 
Againft the Moon with all his might. 
And bent his penetrating brow, j^ 

As if he meant to gaze her through ; 
When all the reft' began t' admire, 
And, like a train, frdra him took fire, 
Surpriz'd with wonder, beforehand. 
At what they did not underftand, 40 

CryM out, impatient to know what 
The matter was they wonder'd at. 

Quoth he, Th' inhabitants o^ th* Moon> 
Who, when the fun fhines hot at noon. 
Do live in cellars under ground, 45 

Of eight miles deep, and eighty round^ 

(In 
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(In which at once they fortify 

Againit the fun and th' enemy) 

Which they co)int towns and cities there^ 

Becaufe their people *s civiller 50 

Than thofe rude peasants ^at are found 
' To live upon the upper ground> 
' Called Privolvans, with whom they are 

Perpetually in openr^war 5 

And now both armies, highly' enragM, 55 

Are in a bloody fight engag'd. 

And many fall on both fides {lain. 

As by the glafs 'tis clear and plain, 
-Look quickly then, that every one 

May fee the fight before 'tis done* 60 

With that a great philoippher, ' 

. Admir'd, and famous far and near. 

As one of fingular invention, 
^But univerfal cpmprehenfion, 

Apply'd one eye, and half a nq£c, 65 

Unto the optic engine clofe i 

For he had lately i^ndertook 

To prove, and publifii in a book. 

That men, whoffe natural, eyes arc out, 

May, by more powerful art, be brought 70 

To fee with th' empty holes, as plain 

As if their eyes were in again •; 

And if they chanc'd toi"ail of thofe. 

To make an optic of a nofe. 

As. dearly' it may, by thofe that wear 75 

But fpe^iacles, be made appear, 

^l By 



By which both {enfcs being united. 
Does render them much bitter figlited. 
This great man, having fixM both fights 
To view the formidabk fights, t^ 

ObfervM his bet, wid then ciy^d tnt^ 
The battle *s defperately fought ; 
The gallant Subvolvani rally. 
And from their trenches make a faU^ 
U|]iba the ftubborn enemy^ t$. 

Who now begin to rout and fly. 
Thefe fiUy ranting Privolvans, 
Have every fununer their canapaignt > 
And mufter, like the warlike Tons 
Of Rawhead and of Blobdybones^ )» 

As numerous as Soland geeie 
I' th* iflands of the Orcsdes^ 
Courageottily to make a ftand> 
And face their neighbours ha^ to hand> 
Until the longM-for winter *s come, 55 

And then return in triumpb home. 
And fpcnd the reft 0' th' yeai- ih lies. 
And vapouring of their vii6h>H<s. 
From th' old Arcadians they 're believM 
To be, before the Moon, deriVd^ s4o 

And when her orb was new created. 
To people her were thence tranflat^ i. 
For as th* Arcadians were reputed 
Of all the Grecians the moft ftupid. 
Whom nothing in the world could bnng 10^ 

To civil lifej but fiddllajg^ 

They 
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They ftill retain the antique cdurfe 

And cuftom of their anceilor?, 

And alwa^^s ilng and fiddle to 

Tilings of the greaftcft weight they do. ixo 

While thus the learnM man entertains 
Th' aflembly with the Privolvans, 
Another, of as great renown. 
And folid judgment, in the Moon, 
THat underftood her Various 'foils, X15 

And which prodtic'd beft genet-moyles, 
And in the regifter of fame 
Had enterM his lohg-living name. 
After he had por'd loiig and hard 
i' th' engine, gave k ftait, and ftai^d— xao 

Quoth he, A ftrafiger fight appear* 
Than e'er >Va8 fen in all the fpheres } 
A wonder more u'nparaHel'd, 
Than ever mortal tube belield ; 

A^ Elephant frdm one of thofb 125 

Two mighty armies is brdke lodfe„ 
And with the horror bf the fight 
Appears amaz'd, and m a fright t 
Look quickly, lt& 'the fight of us 
%1iould caufe the fhrtled b«t(l V imbofs. 130 

It is a large one, far more great 
Than e'er was bred in Africyet, 
From which we boldly in ay infer^ 
The Moon is much fhe fiTiitfuller* 
And fince the mighty PyrrKiis brought 135 

Thofe Uving caftles firfl:, 'ti& thought^ 

L 4. Agaiaft 
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Againft the Romans, in the field. 

It may an argument be held 

(Arcadia being but a piece, . 

As his dominions were, of Greece) 140 

To prove what this illuftrious perfon 

Has made fo noble a difcourfe on. 

And amply fatisfy'd us all 

Of the Privolvans' original. 

That Elephants are in the Mooa» 945 

Though we had now difcover'd none. 

Is eafily made manifefl. 

Since, from the greateft to the leaft. 

All other ftars and conftellations 

Have cattle of all forts of nations, ^50 

And heaven, like a Tartar's hord. 

With great and numerous droves is ftor'd : 

And if ihe Moon produce by Nature 

A people of fo vaft a ftature, 

'Tis confequent flie fliould bring forth 155 

Far greater beafts, too, than the earth 

(As by the beft accoimts appears 

Of all our great'ft difcoverer?) j 

And that thofe monftrous creatures there 

Are not fuch rarities as here. 160 

Meanwhile the reft had had a (ight 
Of all particulars o' th' fight. 
And every man, with equal care, 
Perus'd of th' Elephant his fhare. 
Proud of his intereft in the glory 165 

X)f fo miraculous a ftory j 

When 
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When one, who for his excellence 
: In heightening words and ihadowinj^ CeaCfiy 

And magnifying all he writ 

With curious microfcopic wit> X70 

Was magnify'd himfelf no lefs 

In home and foreign colleges. 

Began, tranijported with the twang 

Of his own triUo, thus t' harangue. 

Moft excellent and virtuous Friends, 175 

This great difcovery .makes amends 

For all our unfuccefsful pains, 
. And loft expence of time and brains : 

For, by this fole phaenomenon. 

We 've gotten ground upon the Moon, iS^ 

And gain'd a pafs, . to hold difpute 

With all the planets that ftand out ; 

To carry this moft virtuous war 

Home to the door of every ftar, 

And pUnt th' artillery of our tubes l?5 

Agalnft their proudeift magnitudes i 

To ftretch our vi6loiries beyond 
Th* extent of planetary ground. 

And fix our engines, and our enii^, 

ypon the fixM ftars* vaft dimenfions, 190 

(Which Archimede, fo long ago, 

Durft not prefume to wiih to ^0} 

And prove if they are other funs. 

As fome have held opinions, 

.Or windows in the cmpyreum, 195 

From whence thofe bright effiuvias come 

Like 
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Like flames of fire (as others guefs) 

That (hinc i' th' toouths of furnaces. 

Nor is this all we have atchiev'd, 

jStit more, henceforth to be believ'J, too 

And have no more our bieft clefighs, 

Becaufe they 're onrs, bellev"'d ill figns. 

T' out-throw, and ftrctch, and to ehlarge-. 

Shall now no more be laid t' our charge ; 

Nor fliall our abieft virtuofos ^105 

Prove arguments for coflFec-houfes ; 

Nor thofe devices, that are laid 

Too truly on us, nor thofe made 

Hereafter, gain belief among 

Otif ftri£left judges, right or wroT>g j tti 

Nor (hall our paft misfortunes more 

Be chargM upon the ancient fcore ; 

No more our making old dogs young 

Make men fufpe6l us ftill i* th* wrong 5 

Nor new-invented chariots di*aw %jj 

The boys to courfe tts vinthout law 5 

Nor putting pigs t* a bitch to nurib, 

To turn them into mongrel-curs, 

Make them fufpeft our fcults are brittle,. 

And hold too much wit, or too little 5 %t6 

Nor fhall our fpecuktions, nfrhether 

An elder-lUck will fave ^t leathet" 

Of fchoolboys' breeches from tRe rod^ 

Make all we do appear as odd. 

This one difcovery 's enough ti^ 

To take all former fcandals. dE-^ 

But 
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But {ince the world ^s incredulous. 
Of all our fcrutinies, and us. 
And with a prejudice ^re«ent& 

Otr beft and >^rft ex^riments^ &3j» 

(As if they' were dfiftin'd to itriftiriy. 
In confort try*d, or folitary) 
And fince it is. untettain when 
Such wonders will occur againj^ 
Let us as cautioufly contrive %^ 

To draw an cxa6l Narrative 
Of what we every one can fwear 
Our eyes themfelvcs have feen ajjpear,. 
That, when we publiih the Acc6uiiti 
Wc all may take our oaths upon 't; 146. 

This (kidy they all with one conf^t 
Agreed to draw up th' Inftrumeht, 
And, for the general fatisfa6):ion, 
To print it in the next Tranfaftion^ 
But whilft the chiefs were dnlwing up^ T45; 

This ftrange Memoir o' th' telefcopb„ 
One, peeping in the tube by chance,, 
Beheld the Elephant advance^ 
And from the wefl: fide of the MotrtL 
To th' eaft was in a monent gone* »50 

This being related, gave a ftoJ> 
To what the reft woe drawing*^ up j. 
And every man, amaz'd aniew 
How it could pofiibly be true, 

That any beaft fhould run a race %$$ 

Sa monftrous, in fo ihort » ffii^p, 
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RefolvMy however, to make it goody 

At leaft as poifible as he could> 

And rather his own eyes condemuy 

Tiian queftion what he *ad feen with them* i6o 

While all were thus refolvM^ a man 
Of great renown there thus began— 
*Tis ftrange, I grant 1 but who can fay 
What cannot be, what can, and may ? 
Efpecially* at fo hugely vaft ±^ 

A diftance as this wonder's placM> 
Where the leaft error of the fight 
May fhew things f alfe, but never right 5 
Nor can we try them> fo far oflF, 

Sjy. any fublunary proof : :^y^ 

For who can fay that Nature there 
Has the fame laws fhe goes by here ? 
Nor is it like (he has infus'd. 
In every fpecies ther&.produc'd, 
Xhe fame efforts i)ie does confer .27.5 

Upon the fame productions here. 
Since thofe with us, of feveral nations^ 
Have fuch prodigious variations. 
And ihe zfft^s fo much to ufe 

Variety in all (he does. .28« 

Hence may V iaferrM that> though I grant 
We 'ave feen 1' th' Moon an Elephant, 
That Elephant may differ fo 
From thofe upon the earth below. 
Both in his bulk, and force, and fpeed, 185 

As being of a different breed. 

That 
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That though our own are but flow-pac'd,. 
Theirs there may fly, or run as faft, 
And yet be Elephants, no lefs 
^'Wian thofe of Indian pedigrees. ^^q^ 

This faid, another of great worth, 
Fam'd for his learned works put forth, 
Looked wife, then faid — All this is true. 
And learnedly obferv'd by you : 
But there 's another rcafon for 't, a^^ 

That falls but very little fhort 
Of mathematic demonftration. 
Upon an accuiate* calculation, 
And that is — As the earth and moon 
Do both move contrary upon 30# 

Their axes, the rapidity 
Of both their motions cannot be 
But fo prodigiotifly faft, 
That vafter fpaces may be paft 

In lefs time than the beaft has gone, 3^5 

Though he 'ad no motion of his own. 
Which we can take no meafure of. 
As you have clear'd by learned proof. 
This granted, we may boldly thence 
l/ay claim t' a nobler inference, 310 

And make this great phenomenon 
(Were there no other) ferve alone 
To tlear the grand hypothefis 
Of th' motion of the-earth from this. 

With this they all were.fatisfy'd, 315 

A» men arc wont 0' th' biA$*d fide, . . - 

Applauded 
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Applauded the profound difpnte. 

And grew more gay and refolute, 

By having overcome all doubts 

Than if it never had falPn out ; |m 

And, to complete t^ir Narrative^ 

Agreed V infert this ftrange retrieve. 

But while th^ w^re diverted all 
With wording tlie Memorial, 

The footboys, for diverfion too, 1*5 

As having nothing elfe to do. 
Seeing the telefcope at leifure, 
Tum'd virtuofos for their pleafure j 
Began to gaze upo^ the Moon, 

jfiiS thofe they waited on had done. 330 

With monkeys' ingenuity, 
That love to praftife what they fee i 
When one, whofe turn it was to peep. 
Saw fomething in the engine creep. 
And, viewing well, difcover'd more ^35 

Than all the leamM had done before. 
Quoth he, A little thing is flunk 
Into the long ftar-gazing trunk, 
And now is gotten down fo nigh, 
I have him juft againft mine eye. |ao 

This being overheard by one 
Who was not fo far overgrown 
In any virtuous fpeculation, g 

To judge with mere imagination. 
Immediately he m^^e a guefs j^j 

At folving all appearance^ 
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A way far more fignificant 
Than all their hints of th' Elephant, 
And found, upon a fecond view, 
IJis own hypothefis moft true j - -^ 

For he had fcarce apply'd his eye 
To th' engine, but immediately 
He found a Moufe was gotten in 
The hollow tube, and, (hut between 
The two glafs wincjows in reftrain^, 3^5 

"Was fweird into an Elephant, 
And prov'd the virtuous occafion 
Of all this learned diflcrtatipn : 
And, as a mountain heretofore 

JVas great with child, they fay, and bore 36P 

A iilly moufe ; this moufe, as ftrange. 
Brought foith a mountain in exchange* 

Meanwhile fhe reil in confultatlcui 
Had pennM the wonderful Narration^ 
J^d ki their hands, and feals, and wjt^ ^6^ 

T^ atteft the truth of what they 'ad writ. 
When this accui's'd'phaenomenon 
Confounded all they *ad faid or done : 
Foe *twas no fooner hinted at, 

^V|t they^ all were in a tumult tout, 379 

More furioufly enrag'd by far, 
Than thofe that in the Moon made war. 
To find fo admu*able a hint. 
When they had all agreed t' have feen 't, 
And were engaged to make it out, 375 

Obflru6led with a paltry 49ul^( t 

3 When 
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When one, whofe taflc was to determine. 

And folve th' appearances of vermin, 

Who 'ad made profound difcoveries 

In frogs, and toads, and rats, and mlce» 3Sd ' 

(Though not fo curious, 'tis true. 

As many a wife rat-catcher knew)' 

After he had with iigns made way 

For fomething great he had to fay j 

* This difquifitton ' 3!^ . 
Is, half of it, in my * difciffion 5 

For though the Elephant, as beaft. 

Belongs of right to all the reft. 

The Moufe, being but a vermin, none 

Has title to b\it I alone $ 3^01 

And therefore hope I may be heard/ 

In my own province, with regard. 

It is no wonder we 're cry'd down, . 
And made the talk of all the Town, 
That rants and fwears, for all our great 3^5 

Attempts, W6 have done nothing yet. 
If every one have leave to doubt, ■ 
When fome great fetret 's half made out 5 
And, 'caufe perhaps it is not true, t- 

Obftru£l, and ruin-alFwe do.' 400 

As no great aft was ever done,- 
Nor ever can, with truth alone. 
If nothing elfe but truth w' allow,- 
'Tis no great -matter what we do : 
For Truth is too refcrv'd, and niccj . 405 

T* appear in mix'd focietiesi 

• Sic Orig. Pelighta. 
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its in folitary abodes, 

ever (hews herfelf in crowds ; 

en little thing, below 

itters of pretence and fhow ; 410 

leal in novelty and change, 

F things true, but i-are and ftrange, 

at the world with what is fit 

roper to its natural wit ; 

orid, that never fets efteem 415 

lat things are, but what they fecnr, 

if they be not ftrange and new, 

're ne'er the better for being true. 

liat has mankind gained by knowing 

:tlc tnith, but his undoing, 4i'0 

I wifely was by Nature hidden, 
nly for his good forbidden ? 
herefore with great prudence does 
'orld ftill ftrive to keep it clofe j 

all fecret truths were known, 415 

would -not be once more undone ^ 

jth has always danger in 't, 

lere, perhaps, may crofs fome hint 

ive already agreed upon, 

ainly fruUrate all we 'ave done, 43^* 

o make new work for Stubs, 

II the academic clubs. 

nuch, then, ought we have a care 

QO man know above his fliare, 

ire to underftand, henceforth, 435 

than his contribution''s worth ^ 

..IL. M That 
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That thofe who 'ave purchasM of the college 

A ihare, or half a (hare, of knowledge, 

^nd brought in none, but fpent repute^ 

Should not b* admitted to di^te, 

Nor any man pretend to know 

More than his divkleitd come to ? 

For partners have been always known 

To cheat their public intereft prone } 

And if we do not look to ours, .445 

*Tis fure to run- the felf-fame courfe. 

This laid, the whole aflfembly* allow^^d 
The doftrine to be right and good. 

And, from th& truth of what they *ad heai^d^ 
RefolvM to give Truth no regard, ^fpt 

But what was for their turn to vouch. 

And either find or make it fuch : 

That 'twas more noble to create 
' Things like Truth, out of ftrong concciit^ 

Than with vexatious pains and doubt .^55 

*To find, or think t' have fo\md, her out. 
This being rcfolvM, they, one by one, 

KeviewM the tube, the Moufe, and Moon&; 

But ftill the TiaiTower they pry''d; 

The more they were unfatisfy'd 5 .^49(0 

In no one thing they faw agreeing. 

As if they 'ad feveral faiths of feeing* 

Some fwore, upon a fecond view. 

That all they 'ad feen before was tme^ 

And that they never would recant v|^5 

One fyllable of th' Elephant:; 
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Avow'd hfs fnout could be -no Moiife'«, 
•But a true Elephant^s probofcis. 

* Others began to doubt and waver, 

mnceftain which o' th' two to favourf 4J0 

And knew not whether to efpoufe 
The caufe of th' Elephant or Moufc. 

• Some held no way To orthodox 
To try^it, as the ballot-box, 

■And, like the nation's patriots, 475 

To find, or make, the truth by votes e 
'Others conceivM it much more fit 
T' unmount the tube, and open it. 
And, for tiieir private fatisfa^lion. 
To re-examine the Tranfaftion, 4S0 

And after explicate the reft, 
As they (hould find caufe for-the beft. 

To this, as th' only expedient. 
The whole affembly gave confent ; 
-But, ere the tube was half let dowu, 415 

^It clear-M the firft phasnomenbn : 
'for, at the end, pifodigtous fwarms 
•Of flies and gnats, like men in arm«. 
Had all paft mufter, by mifchance, 
iSoth for the Sub- and Privolvans. 4|# 

This being difcoveirM, put them all 
Into a frefh and fiercer brawl, 
AlhamM that men fo grave and wife 
•Should be chaldesM by gnats and fliet^. 
And take the feeble infe^^sViwarmt 495 

Vor mighty troops of men at arras | 

M% At 
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As vain as thofe who, when the Moon 

Bright in a crjftal river Aione^ 

Thiew cafting-nets. as fubtly at her. 

To catch and pull her out o^ th^ water. ^^^ 

But when they had unfcrew'd the glafs,, 
To find out where th? impoftor was^ 
And few the Moiffe, that, by mifliap,. 
Had made the telJefcope a trap, 

Amazed, confounded, and affli£led, 505 

To be fb openly convi^ed, 
Immediately they get them gone> 
With this difcovery alone : 
That thofe who greedily purfue 

Things wonderful in dead of true j 51a 

That in their fpeculations chufe 
To make dl£coxerlies fbrange news,. 

And 



Ver» 509, 510.] From this moral application of the 
whole, one may obferve that the Poet's real intention, 
in this fatire, was not to ridicule real and ufeful philo- 
fcphy, but only that conceited and whimfical tafte for 
the marvellous and furpri zing, which prevailed fo much 
among the learned ot that age : and though it would 
be ungrateful not to acknowledge the many ufeful im- 
provements then made in natural knowledge, yet, in 
juftice to the fatinft, it muft be confefTed Uiat thefe 
curious inquirers into Nature did fometimes, in their 
refearches, run into a fuperftitious and unphilofophi- 
cal credulity, which deferved very well to be laughed 
at ; and which was aftecwaxxis fo happily riidiculcd in 
the « Traniaai«neer'' of Pr» Kiog.^ 
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And natural hiftory a Gazette 

Of tales ftupendous and far-fet i 

Hold no truth worthy to be knowH) 515 

That is not huge and overgrown, 

An^ explicate appearandes, ' 

Not as they are, but as they pleafe 3 

In vain ftrive Nature to fubom., 

And, for their pains, are paid with fcom« 520 
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ELEPHANT IN TBE MOON;- 
IN LONa VERS.E*, 



A Virtuous, leamM Society, of late 
The pride and glory of a foreign ftate, . 
Made an agreement, on a fummer^s night. 
To fearch the Moon at full by her own light j 
To take a perfeft inventory of all 5 

Her real fortunes, or her perfonal^ 

And^ 

* After the Author had finiflied this ftbry in fhort. 
yerfe, he took it in his head to attempt it in long. That* 
this was compofed after the other, is manlfeft £j:om itS' 
being wrote oppoilte to it upon a vacant part of the 
fame paper ; and though in moft places the Poet has . 
done little more than filled up the verfe with an addi- 
tional foot, preferving the fame thought and rhyme,, 
yet as it is a iingular inftance in its way, and has, be- 
^des, many confiderable additions and variations, 
which tend to illuftrate and explain 'the preceding 
Poem, it may be looked upon not only as a curiofity 
in its kind, but as a new produftion of the Author's. 
This I mention only to obviate the objeftions of thofe 
who may think it inferted to fill up the volume. To 
the admirers of Butlera I am fure^ no apology is necef- 
farj. 
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And make a geometrical furvcy 
Of all her lands, and how her country lay* 
As accurate as that of Ireland, where 
The fly furveyor 's faid t' have funk a fhire : xa 

T* obferve her country's climate, how 'twas planted. 
And what flie mofl: abounded with, or wanted ; 
And draw maps of her propcreft fituations 
For fettling, and erefting new plantations. 
If ever the Society (hould incline 15 

T' attempt fo gieat and glorious a defign : 
«• A taflc in vain, unlefs the German Kepler 
** Had found out a difcovery to people her, 
<* And ftock her country with inhabitants 
'< Of military men and Elephants : 19 

*< For th' Ancients only took her for a piece 
** Of red-hot iron as big as Pcloponnefe^ 
** Till he appeared J for which, fome write, flie fcnt 
•* Upon his tribe as ftrange a punifliment." 

This was the only purpofe of their meeting, 25 

Kor which they chofe a time and place mod fitting. 
When, at the full, her equal ftiares of light. 
And influence were at their. greateft height. 
And now the lofty telefcope, the fcale. 
By which .they venture heaven itfelf t' aifail^ %o 

Wat 

Ver, i7#] This-and the following verfes, to the end 
«l the paragraph, are not in the foregoing compofldon ; 
and are diilinguiflied, as well as the reft of "the laxn*. 
kind/ by being printed with inverted commas*. 
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Was raisM, and planted full agalnft the Moon, 
And all the reft ftood ready to fall on, 
Impatient who ihould bear away the honour 
To plant an enfign, firft of all, upon her. 

When one, who for his folid deep belief 35 

Was chofen virtuofo then in chief, 
Had been approvM the nooft profound and wife 
At folving all impoflibilities. 
With gravity advancing, to apply 
To th* optic glafs his penetrating eye, 40 

CryM out, O ftrange I then reinforced his fight 
Again ft the Moon with all his art and might, 
And bent the mufcles of his penfive brow. 
As if he meant to ftare and gaze her through ; 
While all the reft began as much t' admire, 4.5 

tAnd, like a powder-train, from him took fire, 
SurprizM with dull amazement beforehand. 
At what they would, but could not underftand. 
And gi'cw impatient to difcover what 
The matter was they fo much wonder'd at. 5a 

Quoth he. The old inhabitants o' th* Moon, 
Who, when the fun ihines hotteft about noon,' 
Are wont to live in cellars under ground. 
Of eight miles deep, and more than eighty round. 
In which at once they ufe to fortify 55 

Againft the funbeams and tlie enemy, 
Are counted borough-towns and cities there, 
Becaufe th* inhabitants are civiller 
Than thofe rude country peafants that are found. 
Like mouht^neer6, to live on th* upper ground, 60 

NamM 
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NamM Privolvans, with whom the others ai'c 

Perpetually in ftate of open war. 

And now both armies, mortally enraged. 

Are in a fierce and bloody fight engaged. 

And many fall on both fides kill'd and (lain, 65 

As by the telefcope 'tis clear and plain. 

Look in it quickly then, that every one 

May fee his (hare before the battle 's done. 

At this a famous great philofopher, 
Admir'd, and celebrated, far and near . f^ 

As one of wondrous fingular invention. 
And equal univerfal comprehenfion ; 
** By which he liad compos'd a pedlar's jargon, 
** For all the world to learn, and ufe in bargain, 
** An univerfal cs^nting idiom, 75 

*^ To underftand the fwinging pendulum, 
■** And to communicate, in all defigns, 
" With th' Eailern virtuofi Mandarines 5" 
Apply'd an optic nerve, and half a nofe. 
To th' end and centre of the engine clofe : S» 

For he had very lately undertook 
To vindicate, and publifh in a book. 
That men, whofe native eyes are blind, or out. 
May by more admirable art be brought 
To {fit with empty holes, as well and plain 85 

As if their eyes had been put in again. 
This great man, therefore, having fix'd his fight 
T' obfervc the bloody formidable fight, 
Confider'd carefully, and then cry'd out, 
'Tis true, the battle 's defperately fought } 9* 

The 
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The gallant Siibvolvans begin to rally. 
And from their trenches valiantly fally. 
To fall upon the ftubbom enemy. 
Who fearfully begta-to rout and ^y. 

Thefe paltry domineering Privolyant« 
Have, every fimkmer-feaibn, their campaigns^ 
And mufter, like the military Tons- 
Of Rawhead'and- viAorious Bloodybones^^ 
As great and .numerous as Soland geefe 
I^ th' fummer-iflands of the Orcades, . 
Courageoufly to make, a dreadful ftand. 
And boldly face their neighbours hand to hand^ 
Until the peaceful, long'd-for winter 's come. 
And then diiband, and march in triumph home^ 
And fpend the reft of all the year in lyes. 
And vapouring of- their unknown vi^ories. 
From th' old Arcadians they have been believed - 
To be, before the Moon herfelf, deriv'd j 
And^ when herorb was firft of all created. 
To be from thence, to people her, ti-anilated i 
For,. as thofe people had been long reputed^ 
Of all the Peloponnefians, the moft ftupid, 
"Whom nothing in the world could ever bring ; 
T' endure the civil life but fiddling, 
Tliey ever finfee retain the antique couri^. 
And native frenzy of their anreftors, . 
Alid always ufe to fing and fiddle^ to • 
Things of the moft important weight thfey dou, 

While thus the virtuofo entertains 
Tlie whole, afiembiy with the.PrivoIr»is»^ 
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•*. Another fophift, btit of lefrrenown^ 
«< Though longer obfenration of the Moon,'* 
That underftood the difference of her foils, 
And which pfodOcM thefaireft^geneti-moyles^ 
** But for an unpaid weekly ihilling^s penfion iij^: 
*« Had fin'd for wit,. and judgment, and invcnti«n>'*' 
Who, after poring tedious and hard 
In th^ optic engine, gave a ftart,.and ftar^d^ 
And thus began — A ftranger fight appears 
Than ever. yet wasireen.ia,aU .the fpheces I i30»* 

Agreatect 

Vcr. i4i> i2i.] Ift the (hbrtcr verfe it ilands thut t 

Another of as great renowA, 
And folid judgment in .ths Moon*.. 

And though' the variation in words is but fmal], i^ 
makes a confiderable difFei<ence in the character. 

Ver. i»5, it6,] Thefe twaverfes are infertcd ia« 
ftead of die foUowingin the other copy in fhdrt mea* 
lure: 

Atad in the regiftfcr of Fame • 
Had enterM bis long-living name. . 

The Poet had added the two foUowinj; liner In. tiiU 
charafier, but afterwards crofTed them out. 

And firft found out the building Paurs^. 
And paving London with fea-coals. 

r tranfcribe them^^.to gratify the curiofi^of fuch as^a 
deiirous to invt(Ggate who the particular perfooil ^ 
^U are defigned by thdk chaFa6ter9, 
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:A greater wonder, more unparallelM 
Than ever mortal tube or eye beheld 1 
A mighty Elephant from one of thofe 
Two fighting armies is at lengdi broke loofe. 
And, with the defperate horror of the fight 235 

Appears amazM, and in a dreadful fright 1 
Look quickly ! left the only fight of us 
Should caufe the ftartled creature to imbof$« 
It is a large one, and appears more great 
Than ever was produc^tl in Afric yet| 14^ 

rFrpm whtch.we confidently may infer. 
The Moon appears to be the fruitfuUer. 
And fmce, of old, the mighty Pyrrhus brought 
Thofe living rallies firft of all, 'tis thought, 
Againft the Roman army in the field, S4.5 

It may a valid argument be held, 
(The fame Arcadia being but a piece. 
As his dominions were, of antique Greece) 
To vindicate what this illuftrious peribn 
Has made fo learned and noble a difcourfe 0D9 150 
And given us ample fatisfa^lion all 
Of th' ancient Privolvans' original. 

That Elephants are really in the Moon, 
Although our fortune had difcover'd none, 
II cafily made plain, and manifeft, 15; 

Since from the greateft orbs, down to tlie leafl. 
All other globes of ftars and conftellations 
Have cattle in them of all forts and nations. 
And heaven, like a northern Tartar's hord, 
With numerous and mighty droves is flor'd 1 t6t> 

And^ 
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And, if the Moon can but produce by Nature 

A people of fo large and vaft a ftature, 

"'TIS more than probable fhe fhould bring forth 

A greater breed of beafts> too, than the earth | 

As, by the befl accounts we bave^^ appears 165 

Of all our credibleft difcovcrers^ 

And that thofe vaft and monftrous creatuns there 

Are not fuch far-fet rarities as here. 

Meanwhile th^ afTembly now had had a fight 
Of all diftin^ particulars, a' th' fight, .ijO* 

And every man, with diligence and care, 
PerusM and viewM of th* Elephant his< (hare> 
Proud of his equal intereft in the glory 
Of fo ftupendous and renown'd a ftoryj 
When one, who for his fame and excellence S75 

In heightening of words and ihadowing fenfe». 
And magnifying all he ever writ 
With delicate and microfcopic wit, 
Had long been magnifyM himfelf no left 
In foreign and domeftic colleges, x8^ 

Began at laft (tranfported with the twangs 
Of his own elocution) thus t* harangue^ 

Moft virtuous and incomparable Friends, 
This great difcovery fully makes amends 
For all our former unfuccefsfid pains, XS5 

And loft expences of our time and brains ^ 
For, by this admirable pha^omenon, 
We now have gotten ground upon the Moon» 
And gainM a pafs t^ engage and hold difpute 
With ail the other planets that ftand out,. i9# 

And 



And carry on this brave and virtuous war 

Home to the door of th^ obftinateft ftar^ 

And plant tR' artillery of our optrc tubes 

Againft the proudcft 6f their magnitudes^j 

To ftretch our Riture viftories beyond 155 

The uttcrmoft of plaftctaiy ground, 

And plant our warlike engines, an^ ourcnfigns. 

Upon the fix'^d ftars^ fpacious dimenfions. 

To prove if they are other funs or not, 

As fome philofophers have wifely thought 3 ^oo 

Or only windows in the ^mpyreum. 

Through whieh thole bright effluvias ufe tcrcome j 

Which Arcbimede, fo many years ago, 

Purft never venture but to wiih to fenow, 

* Kor is this* all tha^We have now atchievM, icij 

But greater things !— •henceforth to be believed: 
And have no more our beft or worft defigns, 
Becaufe they U-e ours, fufpe6led for ill iigns. 
T* out-throw, and magnify, -and to enlarge, 

' Shkll, henceforth, be no more laid to our chtrge J *ai« 
Kor fhall our beft and ableft virtuofo^s 
Prove argument agaani far coffee«koufe8»| 



Ver. ao^, 204.] Thefe two lines are here inferted in 
A different and better place than they were in the fhorter 
verfe, where they made a fort of parenthefis^ and'd» 
two following lines are alfo omitted- 1 

Like flames of fire> as others giMft» 
That ihine i* th* mouths of furnaces* 
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** Nor little dories gain belief among 

•< Our criticaileft judges, right or wrong :" 
. Nor ihall our new-invented chariots draw %tjj^ 

The boys to courfe tis m them without law.; 
*<< Make ch^-6f-elm8 produce the largeft trees^ 
*•* Or fowHig faw-duft fiimiih nurferies s 
"<« No more our 4ieading darts (a Twinging one I) 
'« With' better only hardened in the fun 5 -»«• 

*« Or men diat ufe to whiftle loud-enough 
-«< To be beard by others plainly dye miles off, 

** *Caufe all the reft, we own and have avow'd, 
^« To i>e believ'd as deiperately loud." 

Nor ihall our future fpeculations, whether 2»j 

An elder-ftick will render all the leather 

' Of fchoolboys* breeches proof againft the rodf 

Make all we undertake appear as ddd. 

This one difcovery will prove enough 

To take all paft and future fcandals off : is.)b 

%Bttt, fmce the world is fo incredulous 

'Of all our ufual fcnitinies and us. 

And with a conftant pr^udice prevents 

' Our beft u well as worft experiments, 

cAs if they were all deftin'd to mifcarry, .^f^ 

•As well in concert try'd asi folitary-j 

Ana 



Vcr. 41$.] In tiiis latter part 6f the fpcecfc, Butler 
' makes a confiderable variation, by adding, omitting, 
and altering $ which it would be both' tedious and un- 
neceffary mmutely to point out, as the reader may fo 
•aiily compare the two Poems. 

3 
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And that th' affembly is uncertain when 

Such great difcoveries will occur again ; 

*Tis reafonable we fhould, at leafl:, contrive 

To draw tip as exaft a Narrative 249 

'Of that which every man of us can fwear 

Our eyes therafelves have plainly feen appear. 

That when 'tis fit to publifh the Account, 

We all may take our feveral oaths upon 't. 

This faid, the whole aflembly gave confent 245 

To drawing up th' authentic Inftniment, 
And, for the nation's general fatisfaflion. 
To print and own it in their next Tranfaftiott : 
But while their ableft men were drawing up 
The wonderful Memoir o-' th' telefcope, %^ 

A member peeping in the tube by chance. 
Beheld the Elephant begin t' advance. 
That from the weft-by-north fide of the Moon 
-To th' eaft-by-fouth was in a nrament gone. 
This being related, gave a fudden ftop • 255 

To all their grandees had been drawing up. 
And every perfon was amaz'd anew, 
How fuch a ftrange furpiizal fiiould be true. 
Or any beaft perform fo great a race. 
So fwift and rapid, in fo fiiort a fpace, 7,6j9 

Refolv'd, as fuddenly, to make it good,^ 
Or render all as fairly as they cou'd. 
And rather chofe their own eyes to condemn, 
Than qucftion what they had beheld with them- 

While every one was thus refolv'd, a man s6^ 

Of great efteem and credit thus began-» 

*Tk 
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•Tis ftrange, I grant! but who, alas! can fay 
What cannot be, or juftly can, and may } 
Efpecially at Co hugely wide and vaft 
A diftance as this miracle is placM, 170. 

Where the leaft error of the glafs, or fight. 
May render things amifs, but never right ? 
Nor can we try them, when they 're fo far off, 
By any equal fublunary proof ; 

For. who can juftify that Nature there a? 5 

Is tyM to the fame laws (he a£is by here ? 
Nor is it probable (he has infus'd 
Int' every fpecies in the Moon produced. 
The fame efforts fhe ufes to confer 
UpQn the very fame produftions here } i8« . 

Since thofe upon the earth, of feveral nations, 
Are found t' have fuch prodigious variations, 
And fhe aife^s fo conftantly to ufe 
Variety in every thing (he does. 
From hence may be infeixM that, though I grant 2S5 
We have beheld i' th* Mo6n an Elephant, 
That Elephant may chance to differ fo 
From thofe with us upon the earth below, 
Both in his bulk, as well as force and fpeed, 
Afl^ being of a different kind and brfeed, t^ - 

That though '"tis true our own are but (low-pac'^d, 
Theirs there, perhaps, may fly, or run as faft, 
And yet be very Elephants, no lefs 
Than thofe deriv'd from Indian families. 

.'This laid, another member of great worth, . "^5 . 
Fam'd for the learned works he had put forth, 

•VoLvir, N «Ia 
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** In which the mannerly and modeft author 

«* Quotes the Right Worihipful hij elder brother/' 
XookM wife a whiles then faid^— All this is tn&, 

▲nil very learnedly obfervM by you ; 309 

But there *8 another nobler reafon for 't. 

That, rightly' obfer^'d, will fall but little fhort 

Of folid mathematic demonftration> 

Upon a full and perfe6l calculation ; 

And that is only this — As th' earth and moon 3015 

Do conftantly move contrary upon , 

Their feveral axes, the rapidity 

Of both their motions cannot fail to be 

So violent, and naturally faft. 

That larger diftances may well be paft -^lo 

In lefs time than the El^hant has gone. 

Although he had no motion of his own$ 

Which we on earth can take no meafure ot. 

As you h^ve made it evident by proof. 

This granted* we may confidently hence ^75 

Claim title to another inference. 

And make this wonder^l phaenomenoii 

(Were there no other) ferve our turn akme 

To vindicate the grasd hypQthefis, 

And prove the modon ^f the earth frofm thii« .|so 

This faid, th* affiembly now was (ktisfy*da 
As men are foon upon the biased fide ; 
With great applaufe received th* admirM dkpute^ 
And grew more gay, and brifk, and refi)lute» 
By having (right or wrong) removed all doubly %9$ 
Than if th' occafion nevei> had fairnout} 

JUCoimg 
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Refolving to complete their Narrative, 

And pun£lually infert this ftrange retrieve. ^ 

But while their grandees were diverted all 
Widi nicely wording the MemoriaT, 33* 

The footboys, for their own diverlion, too. 
As having nothing, now, at all to do, « 

And when they faw the telefcope at leifure, 
TumM virtuofos, only for their pleafure $ 
'•< With drills' and monkeys' ingenuity, 535 

" That take delight to pra6tife all they fee," 
Began to ftare and gaze upon the Moon, 
As thofe they waited on before had done s 
When one, whofe ttirn it was by chance to peep, 
^aw fomething in the lofty engine creep, 34f 

And, viewing carefully, difcovcr'd more 
Than fill their mafters hit upon before. 
<Juoth he, O ftrdnge f a little thing is flunk 
■ On th' infi'dc of the lohg^ ftaor-gazing trunk, 
And now is gotten down fo low and nigh, 345 

•I have him here dire^ly 'gainfl! mine eye. 

This chancing to Be overheard by one 
Who ^tt2LS not, jit, fo hugely overgrown 
In any philofophic obfervatiori, 
Avto ooiidude ^Lth mere imiagi nation, 35* 

Aiid ytt he made imn^fediately a guefs 
-At fully falving all appearances 
A plainer way, and' mbi'e figni'ficant. ' 

Than all their hihts had prov'd d' th' filepTiantj 
And quickly fotind, ujJbn a fedond view, 355 

His own cotxjfeftthT, ptobabiy, mbft true j 

N % Fop 
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For he no fooner had applyM his eye 

To th** optic engine, but immediately 

He found a fmall iield-mouie was gotten in 

The hollow telefcope, and, ihut between 360 

The two glafs-windows, clofely in refbraint. 

Was magnifyM into an Elephant, 

And prov'd the happy virtuous occafion 

Of all this deep and learned dxfTertation. 

And as a mighty mountain, heretofore, 365 

It &id t* have been begot with child, and bore 

A filly moufe, this captive moufe, as ilrange, 

Produc'd another mountain in exchange. 

Meanwhile the grandees, long in confultation^ 
Had finifliM the miraculous Narration, 37a 

And fet their hands, and feals, and fenfe, and wit, 
T' atteft and vouch the truth of all they *ad wrk» 
When this unfortunate phaenomenon 
Confounded all they had declared and done s 
FoiT *twas no fooner told and hinted at, 375 

But all the reft were in a tumult ftrait, 
More^iot and furioufly enrag'd by far. 
Than both the hofts that in the Moon made war. 
To find fo rare and admirable a hint. 
When tkey had all ageeed and fwom t' have (een 't> 
AndJiad engagM themfelves to make it out, 
Obflru6led with a wretched paltry doubt. 
When one, whofe only tafk was to determine 
And folve the worft appearances of vermin. 
Who oft* had made profound difcoveries ^5 

Jn frogs and toads, ai well as r»ts and mice 

(Though 
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(Though not Co curious and exa£(, 'tis true, 

A« many an exquifite rat-catcher knew). 

After he had a while with figns made way 

For fomething pertinent he had to fay, 3fO 

At laft prevaird — Quoth he, This difquifition 

Is, tlie one half of it, in my difciilion ; 

For though 'tis true the Elephant, as beaft> 

Belongs, of natural right, to all the reft. 

The Moufe, that 's but a paltry vermin, none 395 

Can claim a title to but I alone $ 

And therefore humbly hope I may be heard^ 

In my own province, freely, with regard* 

It is no wonder that we are cry'd down» ' 
And made the table-talk of all the Town, 40^ 

That r^iits and vapours ftill, for all our great 
Dedgns and projects, we 've done nothing yet> 
If every one have liberty to doubt. 
When fome great fecret 's more than half made out, ' 
Becaufe, perhaps, it will not hold out true) 4*5 

And put a ftop to all w' attempt to dp« 
As no great a6lion ev«r has been done. 
Nor ever 's like to be, by Truth alone. 
If nothing elfe but only truth w' allow, 
'Tis no great matter what w' intend to do ; 4x* 

<* For truth is always too referv'd and chafte, 
** T' endure to be by all the Town embraced { 
*' A folitary anchorite, that dwells, 
•• Retir'd from all the world, in obfcure cells/* 
Pifdains all great alTemblies, and defies 415 

The prcfs and crowd qf mix'd focieties, 

N 3 Thai; 
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That ufe to deal in novelty and change, 

Not of things true, but great, and rare, and ftrangt^s 

To entertain the world with what is fit 

And proper for its genius and its wit j 4^9 : 

The world) Ihat 's neyqf found to fet eftet^pi 

On what things are, but what they' appear and fcon^ ; . 

And, if they are not wonderful and new. 

They 're ne'er the better for their being ti uc ; 

V For what is trutl\, or knowledge, but a kiad 495. 

" Of wantonnefs and luxury o' th' mind, 

'* A greedinefs and gluttony o' th' brain,. 

^ That longs to eat forbidden fruit again, 

** And grows more defperate, like the worft difeafei 

*! Upon the nobler part (the mind) it feizes V.* 439 

And what has mankind ever gain'd by knowing 

His littl^ tnithsa unle& his own undoing. 

That prudently by Nature bad been hidden^ 

Andj'only for his gi^ater good,, forbidden ? 

An4 therefore with as great difcretion does- 43^.- 

The world endeavour ftill to keep it ciofe ; 

For if the fecrets of all truths were known. 

Who would not, once more, be as much undone f 

For truth is never without danger in 't. 

At here it has deprived us of a hint 44^ 

The whole aflembly had agreed upon,. 

And utterly defeated all we 'ad done,. 

" By giving footboys leave to interpofe, 

** And difappoint whatever we propofe }'* 

Fpr nothing but to cut out work for Stubfy 445 

And all the bufy academic dubsi 

3 V For 
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«* For which they have dcfervM to run the rifkt 

" Of elder-fticks, and penitential frilks/' 

How much, then, ought we hare a ijpecial care 

That none pitfume to know above his Hiare^ 450 

Nor take upon him V underftand, henceforth. 

More than his weekly contribution 's worth 5 

That aH thofe that have purchased of the college 

A half, or but a quarter fliare, of knowledge, 

4Lnd brought none in themfelves, but fpent repute, 455 

Should never be admitted to difpute. 

Nor any member undertake to know 

More than his equal dividend comes to ? 

For partners have perpetually been known 

*]?• tfnpofe upon their public intereft prone j . 46^^ 

And,^ if we have riot greater care of ours. 

It will be fure to run the felf-fame courfe. 

This faid, the whok Society allowM 
The do6lrhie to be orthodox and good, 
Anfl» from th' apparent truth of what they 'ad heard, 
RefolvM, henceforth, to give Truth no regard^ 
But wha^was for their interefts to vouch. 
And either iind it out, or make it fuch : . 
That 'twas more admirable to create 
Ihventions, like truth, out of ftrong conceif, 470 

Than, with* vexatious fhidy, pains, and doubt, 
To find, or but fuppofe t' have found, it out. 

This being refolv'd, th' aflembly, one by one, 
Xeview'd the tubie, the Elephant, and Moon j 
But ftill, the more and curioufer they pry'd, 475' 

TJiey but became the more unfittisfy-'d j 

N4 X» 
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In no one thing they gazM upon agreeing, 
' As if they 'ad difFci^ut principles of feeing. 
Some boldly fwore, upon a fecond view. 
That all they had beheld before was true, ^Zo- 

And damn'd thennfelves they never would recant 
One fyllable they 'ad fecn of th' Elephant j 
Avow'd his (hape and fnout could be no Moufe's^ 
But a true natural Elephant's probofcis. 
Others began to doubt as much and waver» ^e 

Uncertain which to difallow or favour ; 
** Until they had as many crofs refolves, 
** As Iriihmen that have been turn'd to wolves," 
And grew diftrafted, whether to efpoufe 
The party of the Elephant or Moufe. 4.90 

Some held there was no way fo orthodox. 
As to refer it to the ballot-box. 
And, like fomc other nation's patriots. 
To find it out, or make the truth, by votes i 
Others were of opinion 'twas more fit 4.95 

T' unmount the telefcope, and open it, 
And, for their own and all men's fatisfa6tion. 
To fearch and re-examine the TranfadUon, 
And afterward to explicate the refl. 
As they fliould fee occafion, for the beft. 500 

To this, at length, as th' only expedient. 
The whole alTembly freely gave confent j 
But, ere the optic tube was half let down. 
Their own eyes clear'd the firft phscnomenon i 
For at the upper end, prodigious fwarms 505 

Of bufy flies aqd gnats^ like men in arm»> 

Had 
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Had all paft miifter in the vja's b" chance. 
For both the Peii- and ht: Subvolvans, 

This being difcover'd, once more put them all 
Into a worfe and defperater brawl 5 510 

SurprizM with fhame, that men fo grave and wife 
Should be trepann'd by paltry gnats and flies. 
And to miftake the feeble infefts' fwarms 
For fquadrons and referves of men in arms : 
As politic as thofe who, when the Moon 5x5 

As bright and glorious in a river fhone. 
Threw cafting-nets with equal cunning at her. 
To catch her with, and pull her out o' th' water. 

But when, at laft, they had unfcrew*d the glafs. 
To find out where the fly impoflor was, $zm 

And faw *twas but a Moufe, that by mifliap 
Had catchM himfelf, and them, in th* optic ti*ap, 

AmazM 

Ver. 5*1, 52*.] Butler, to compliment his Moufe 
for affording him an opportunity or indulging his fati- 
rical turn, and displaying his wit, upon this occaflon, 
has, to the end of this Poem, fubjoined the following 
epigranunatical note : 

A Moufe, whofe martial valour has fo long 
Ago been try'd, and by old Homer fung. 
And purchased him more everlafling glory 
Than all his Grecian and his Trojan ftory, 
Thougji he appears unequal matcht, I grant. 
In bulk and ftature by the Elephant 
Yet frequently has been obfervM in battle 
To have rcducM the proud and haughty cattle. 
When, having boldly cnterM the redoubt. 
And ftorm'd the dreadful outwork of his fnout. 
The little vermin, like an errant- knight. 
Hit filun the huge gigantic beaft in flght. 
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AmazMy whh'/hame confounded, and affli^led 

To find themfelyes Co openly convi6ied. 

Immediately made Eafte to get them gone, . 51^ 

"^ith none but this difcovery alone : 

That learned men, who greedily purAie 

Things that are rather wonderful than true, 

Andy in their niceft fpeculations^ chufe 

To make their own difcoveries ftrange news^ 539 

And natural hiftory rather a Gazette 

Of rarities ftupendous and far-fet ; 

Believe no truths are worthy to be known. 

That are not ftrongly vaft and overgrown. 

And ftrive to explicate appeai'ances, 535; 

Not as they *re probable, but as they pleafe ; 

In vain endeavour Nature to fuborn^ 

Ax^> for their pains, are juftly paid with fcom*. 
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A Learned jnan, whom once a week . 
A hund^d virtuofos feek> 
And like an oracle apply to^ 
T* aik queftionsy anc). admire, aad lye tp { 
Who entertain.*d them all of courib 
(As mea take wives for better or yfwAy 
And paft them all for men of partSt 
Though fome but Sceptics in their hearte^f , 



FoiV 



• Butler formed ' a deftgn of writing another fatirt 
upon the Royal Society, part of which I find amongft 
his papers, fairly aijd correftly tranfcribed. Whether 
he ever fin iOied it, or the remainderof.it be loft, •» 
uncertain : the Fragment, however, that is prefisrye^^ 
may not improperly oe added in this place, as in fom«. 
fort explanatory of the preceding Foem^ and, I ami 
perfuaded, that thofe who have a tafle. for Btitier*s 
turn and humour will think this too curious a Frag;^ 
men^ to be loft, though perhaps too imperfe^ to £• 
formally publiihed* 
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For, when they 're caft into a lump. 

Their talents equally muft jump ; t« 

As metals mlxt, the rich and bafe 

Do both at equil values pafs. 

With thefe the ordinary debate 
Was after news, and things of ftate. 
Which way th« dreadful comet went» 15 

In fixty-four, and what it meant ? 
What nations yet are to bewail 
The operation of its tail ? 
Or whether France or Holland yet, 
^Or Germany, be in its debt ? so 

What wars and plagues in Chriftendom 
Have happenM fince, and what to come ? 
What kings are dead, how many queens 
And pnncefTes are poifonM fince ? 
And who (hall next of all by turn 35 

Make courts wear black, and tradefmen mourn > 
What parties next of foot or horfe. 
Will rout, or routed be, of courfe ? 
What Germai^'marches, and retreats, 
Will fumifli the next month*s Gazettes ? 30 

What peftilent contagion next. 
And what part of the world, infe£b ? 
What dreadful meteor, and where. 
Shall in the heavens next appear ? 
And when again (hall lay embargo 35 

Upon the Admiral, the good ihip Argo ? 
Why currents turn in feas of ice 
Some thrice a day» and fome but twice ? 

Aid 
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And why the tides, at night and noon. 

Court, like Caligula, the Moon ? 4# 

What is the natural caufe why fifli. 

That always drink, do never pifs ? 

Or whether in tneir home, the deep. 

By night or day they ever fleep ? 

If grafs be green, or fnow be white, 4.5 

But only as they take the light ? 

Whether pofTefHons of the devil. 

Or mere temptations, do moft evil ? 

What is ^t that makes all fountains ftill 

Within the earth to run up hill, ^O 

But on the outflde down again. 

As if th* attempt had been in vain ? 

Or what *s the ftrange magnetic caufe 

The fteel or loadftone 's drawn, or draws ? 

The ftar the needle, which the ftone ^ j 

Has only been but touchM upon ? 

Whether the North-ftar*s influence 

With both does hold intelligence ? 

(For red-hot ir'n, held towVds the pole. 

Turns of itfelf to *t when 'tis cool :) i^ 

Or whether male and female fcrews 

In th* iron and done th' efk&. produce ? 

What makes the body of the fun. 

That fuch a rapid courfe does run. 

To draw no tail behind through th* air, ^5 

As comets do, when they appear j 

Which other planets cannot do, 

Sccaufe they do not bum} but glow f - t . >» 

Whether 
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Whether the Moon be fea or laikl, 

*^ charcoaly or a quenched firebrstad'i ^ 

Or if the dark holes that appear. 

Are only pores, not cities there ? * 

Whether the atmofphere tunv round. 

And keep a pift pace with the groiofd^ 

Or loiter lazily' behiiuly «« 

And clog the air with gtiftsof wind? 

Or whether crefcents in the wane 

(For fo an author iias it plain) 

Do bum quite out, or wear away 

Their fnufFs upon the edge of day ? : f^ 

Whether the fea incrcafe, or wafte, 

And, if it do, how long *twiil laft ? 

Or, if the fun appi'oadies near 

The earth, how foon it will be there ? 
Thefe were their learned ^eculatioiMt 1 5 

• And all their conftanl! occupations,. 

To meafure wind, and weigh the air. 

And turn a circle to a iquare ^ 

To make a powder of the fun^ 

By which all do£i:or8 (heuld b* undfne^ i^ 

' To find the north-weft pafi'age out«. 

Although the fartheft way about; | 
,If chemifts from a fofe*« aihas , 

Can raife the rofe itfelf in glaflbe ? 
^ Whether the line of incidence 

IQfe from the objeft^r the feofe^? 

To ftew th' elixir in a bath 

Of hope, credulity^ «iid^&itb^ 
. • V T# 
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, explicate. tyfubUe hints. ^^ 

,e grain of diamonds and flint., 
jd in tlie braying of an afs 
ttd out the treble «id the bafej 
mares neigh alto, and a cow 
double.dtapaftn lowe— . , « n 
4 • ••■•'• 
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REPARTEES 

BETWEEN 

C^T ANDPUSS 

ATA CATERWAULING. 
In the modern Heroic way, 

IT was about the middle age of night, 
When half the earth flood in the other's light. 
And Sleep, Death's brother, yet a friend to life. 
Gave weary'd Nature a reftorativc 5 
When Pufs, wrapt warm in his own native furs, 5 
Dreamt foundly of as foft and warm amours j 
Of making gallantly in gutter-tiles. 
And fporting on delightful faggot-piles 3 
Of bolting out of bufhes in the dark, 
As ladies ufe at midnight in the Park ; )• 

Or fceking in tall garrets an alcove. 
For aflignations in th' affairs of love. 

At 

Repartees,'} This poem is a fatirical banter upon 
thofc heroic plays which were fo much in vogue at the 
time our Author lived ; the dialogues of which, having 
what they called Heroic Love for their fubje£V, are car- 
ried -on exaflly in this (brain, as any one may perceive 
that will confult the dramatic pieces of Dryden, Settlci 
andotherstf 
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;e his pafilon was both falfe and true, 
le more falfe, the more in earneft grew, 
cy'd that he heard thofe amorous charms 15 
isM to fummon.him to foft alarms, 
lich he always brought an equal flame, 
ht a rival, or to court a dame ; 
as in dreams love's raptures are more taking 
all their a^ual enjoyments waking, lo- 

lorous paflion grew to that extreme, 
eam itfelf awak'd him from his dream, 
jht he. What place is this ! oi* whither art 
vadi(hM from me, Miilrcfs of my heart ? 
>w I had her in this very place, 25 

fail imprifon^d in my glad embrace, 
while my joys beyond themfelvcs were rapt, 
¥ not how, nor whither, thou 'rt efcap'd : 
md I 'U follow thee— With that he leapt 
»m the lazy couch on which he (lept, 30 

vnngM with paflion, through his known purlieu, 
as an an'ow from a bow, he- flew, 
opp'd, until his fire had him conveyed 
i many an aflignation he *ad enjoyM ; 
5 finding, what he fought, a mutual flame, 35 
long had ftay'd and callM before he came, 
lent of delay, without one word^ 
fe no further time, he fell aboard, 
ripM fo hard, he wounded what he lovM, 
fee, in anger, thus his heat reprov'd.*^ 49 
rbear, foul raviflier, this rude addrefs ; 
thou, at once, both injure and carefs > 
:. II. O P. ThgvL 
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P. Thou haft bewitched me with thy powerful ch vrnt. 
And I, by drawing blood, would cure my harms. 
C. He that does love would fet his heart a-tilt, 45 
Ere one drop of his lady^s ihould be fpilt. 
P. Your wounds are' but without, and mine within ; 
You wound my heart, and 1 but prick your (kin } 
And, while your eyes pierce deeper than my claws. 
You blame th' cfFeft, of which you are the caufe. 5a 
r. How could my guiltlcfs eyes your heart invade. 
Had it not firft been by your own betrayed ? 
Hence 'tis my greateft crime has only been 
(Not in mine eyes, but your's) in being fecn. 
P. I hurt to love, but do not love to hurt. *>^^ 

C, That 's worfe than making cinielty a (port* 
P, Pain is the foil of pkafure and delight. 
That fets it off to a more noble height. 
• C He buys his pleafure at a rate too vain. 
That takes it up beforehand of his pain. tlo* 

P. Pain is more dear than pleafure when 'tis pad. 
C But grows intolerable if it laft. 
P. Love is too full of honour to regard 
"What it enjoys, but fuffers as reward. 
What knight durft ever own a lover's 'name, ^5/ 

That had not been half-tnurther'd by his flame. 
Or lady, that had never lain at ftake. 
To death, or force of rivals, for his fake ? 
C. When love does meet with injury and psun, 
Difdain 's the only medicine for difdain. 7^' 

P. At once I 'm happy, and unhappy too, » 

In being pleas'd, and in difpleailng you. , 

. C Prf • 
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• C Prepofterous way of pleafure and of hrt,- 
That contrary to its own end would move 1 

''Tis rather hate, that covets to deftroy } . ij^ 

' Lovers bufinefs is to love, and to enjoy* 
P. Enjoying and deftroying are all one^ 
As flames ^ftroy that which they feed upoi|« ■ ^ 

* C, He never lovM at any generous rate^ r 

T^fisii in th* enjoyment found his flame abate* !• 

As wine (th6 friend of love) is wont to make 
The thirft more violent it pretends to flake> 
So fliould fruition do the lovers' fire, 
Inftead of lefTening* inflame deiire* 
' P. What greater proof that palEon does tranfport, S^ 
When what I would die for I 'm forcM to hurt ? 
C. Death among lovers is a thing defpis'd» 
And far he^p^ a fuUen humour prized* 
That is more fc(MiiM 9Skd rail*d at than the gods. 
When they are crofs^d in love, or fall at odds i f» 
But fmce you underftand not what yoii do, 
-I am the judge of what I feel, not yov. , : . 

P, Paflion begins indifferent to prove. 
When love confiders any thing but love* 
*C Thedarts of love, like lightning, wound within, ^5 
And, though they pierce it, never hurt the ikin $ 
They leave no marks behind them where they fly. 
Though tlu-ough the tendered part 6£ all, the eye j 
But your fliarp claws have left enough to fliew 
How tender I have been, how cruel you. loci 

P. Pleafnre is pain ; for when it is enjoyM, 
All it could wiih for was but to b' allay'd. 
fl * O % C, Force 
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C Force i& at rugged way of making love. 

P. What you. like beft, you always difapprove. 

CL-'Ht that will wrong his Idve will not be nice, 105: 

T* txcjiCt the wrong he*does» to wrong htr twi«e. 

P. Nothing is wrong hut that which is ill meafit* 

C Wounda-ace ilt cured with a good intents 

P. When you miftake that for an injury 

I'liever meant, you do the wrong, not I. sx«* 

C. You do* not feel yourfclf the ptin you g^ve j 

But *tis not that alone for which I' grieve. 

But *ti& your want of pafiion that I blanae,. 

That can be cruel where you- own a flame. 

Pi.''*Tis you ave guilty of that cruelty, tij 

Which you at'Once outdo, and blame in noe ;- 

Por, while you M^t and inflame deiire. 

You bum, and flarve me-in the fetf-fame Are. 

C. It isisot I, but you^ that do the hurt> 

Wbo wouad yourfelf, and then accufe me for *t; iso** 

As thieves, that rob themfelves *twixt fun and fuo^ 

Makg others pay ior what themfelves have done... 



iro 



C m 1 

TO THE HOMOUIIA0LS 

EDWARD HOWARD, JES^Qj 

<■ : VP»N MIS INCOMPARABLE FOBtt OP ' 

THE BRITISH PRINCES*. 



Y 



SIR, 

O U ha^ obligM the Britifh natjdn m^re 



Than all their bards could ever do befoi^ 
And, at your own charge, monuments more hard 
Than bra(s or marble to their fame have rear'd i 
For, as all warlike nations take delight 5 

To hear how brave their anceftors could fight* 
You have advanced to wonder their renown. 
And no lefs virtuoufly improved your own i 
For 'twill be doubted whether you do vwite. 
Or they have a£led, at a nobler height. z# 

You of their ancient princes have retrieved 
More than the ages knew in which they livM | 
Defcrib'd their cuftoms and their rites anew* 
Better than all their Druids ever knew | - 

Unriddled 

♦ Moft of the celebrated wits in Charles the Second^s 
reign addrelTed this gentleman, in a bantering way, 
upon his poem called The Britifi Princes, and, 
among the reft, Butler* 

. O 3 
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Unriddled their dark oracles as well 15 

As thofe thonfelves that made therii could foretell : 

For as the Britons long have hop'd, in vain,. 

Altbir^nFould come to govern them again^ 

You have fulfiird that prophecy alone. 

And in iiut^ poem placM him on his throne* 49^ 

Such magic power has your prodigious pen, 

T^ mift t^ dead» and give new life to m^n ; 

Make rival princes meet in ai-ms and love. 

Whom diftant ages did fo far remove : 

For as <«temity has neither pad 2 e 

Kor futtfift (authors fay) nor firft nor Ia(^ 

But is all inllanty your eternal Mufe 

All ages can to any one reduce. 

Then why fliould you, whofe miracle of art 

(pan life at pleafure to the dead impart, 39 

Trouble in vain your better-bufied head 

T* obferve what time they Ifv'd in, or were dead ? 

For, fince you have fuch arbitrary power. 

It were defeft in judgment to go lower. 

Or ftoop to things fo pitifully lewd, 3j{ 

As ufe to take the vulgar latitude. 

There 's no man fit to read what you have wi'it. 

That holds not fome proportion yvith your wit j . 

As light can no way but by light appear, 

He muft bring fenfe that underftands it here» ^ 



A PALX1I 



A P A L I N O D I E 

TO THE HONOURABLE 

EDWARD HOWARD, ESQ^ 

UPON HIS INCOMPARABLE POEM OF 

THE BRITISH: PRINCES. 



IT is your pardon, Sir, for which my Mufe 
Thrice humbly thus, in form of paper, fue« j 
For, having felt the dead weight of your wit. 
She comes to a()L forgivenefs, and fubmit $ 
1$ forry for her faults, and, while I write, J • 

Mourns in the black, does penance in the white : 
But fuch is her belief in your juft candor. 
She hopes you will no t fo mifu nderftand her. 
To wreft her harmlcfs meaning to the fcnfe 
p£ filly emulation or offence. 'id * 

Ko J your fufficient wit does ftill declare • 
Itfelf too amply, they are mad that dare 
So vain and fenfelefs a prefumption own. 
To yoke your vaft parts in comparifon : 
And yet you might have thought upon a way i J 

T* inftruft us how-you 'd have us to obc}f, 

Q 4.. And^ 
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And not command our praifes, and then blame 
All that 's too great or little for your fame : 
For who could chufe but err, without fome tiick 
To take your elevation to a nick ? 20 

As he that w.as defir'd, upon occafion, 
To make the Mayor of London an oration, 
DefirM his Lordfhip's favour, that he might 
Take meafure of his mouth to fit it right j 
So, had you fent a fcantling of youi' wit, 25 

You might have blam'd us if it did not fit 5 
But ^tls not juft t* impofe, and then cry down 
All that *s unequal to your huge renown ; 
For he that writes below your vaft defert. 
Betrays his own, and not your want of art. 39 

Praife, like a robe of ftatc, (hould not fit clofc 
To th^ perfon 'tis made for, but wide and loofe ; 
Derives its comelinefs from being unfit, 
And fuch have been our praifes of your wit j 
Which is fo extraordinary, no height 55 

Of fancy but your own can do it right 5 
\Vitnefs thofe glorious poems you have writ. 
With equal judgment, learning, art, and wit. 
And thofe (lupendious difcoveries 
^1?^ou 've lately made of wonders in the fkics : f« 

For who, but from yourfelf, did ever hear 
The fphere of atoms was the atmofphere ? 
Who ever fhut thofe ftraggler« in a room. 
Or put a circle about vacuum ? 

'What fhcHild confine thofe undetermined crowds^ 45 
And yet extend noTurther than th^ clouds ? 

Who 
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Who ever could have thought, but you alone, 
A fign and an afcendant were all one ? 
Or how 'tis poflible the moon (hould (hrowd 
Her face, to peep at Mars behind a cloud, 5t 

Since clouds below are fo far diftant placM, 
They cannot hinder her from being barefac'd ? 
Who ever did a language fo enrich. 
To fcom all little particles of fpeech ? - 
For though they make the fenfe clear, yet they 're found 
To be a fcurvy hindrance to the found j 
Therefore you wifely fcom your ftyle to humble. 
Or for the fenfe's fake to wave the rumble. 
Had Homer known this art, he 'ad ne'er been fain 
Tp ufe fo* many particles in vain, €• 

That to no purpofe ferve, but (as he haps 
To want a fyllable) to fill-up gaps. 
You juftly coin new verbs, to pay for thofe 
Which in conftru£lion you o'erfee and lofe ; 
And by this art do Prifcian no wrong €5 

When you break 's head, for 'tis as broad as long. 
The^ are your own difcoveries, which none 
But fuch a Mufe as your's could hit upon. 
That can, in fpite of laws of art, or rules, 
M^e things more intricate th^n all the fchooU : 70 
For what have laws of art to do with you. 
More than the laws with honed men and true ? ' 

He that *s a prince in poetry (hould ftrive 
To cry them down by his prerogative. 
And not fubmit to that which has no force 75 

But o'er delinquents and inferiors. 
-:* \ Your 
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Your poems will endure to be try'd 

r. tV fire, like gold, and come forth purifjr^d ; 

Can only to eternity pretend, 

for they were never writ to any end. f ^ 

All other books bear an uncertain rate. 

But thoie you write are always fold by weighty 

Each word and fyllabk brought to the fcale. 

And valued to a fcruple in the fale : 

IJor when the paper 's chargM with your rich witt ^t 

'Tis for all purpofes and ufes fit. 

Has an abfterfivc virtue to make clean 

Whatever Nature made in man obfcene. 

Boys find, V experiment, no paper-kite, 

^itbout your verfe, can make a noble flight* '^ 

It keeps our ipice and aromatics fweet ; 

In Paris they perfume their rooms with it s 

For, burning but one leaf of your'«y, they iay, . 

Drives all their ftinks and naflinefs away. 

jGooks keep their pyes from burning with your wit> 95- 

*rheir jags and geefe from fcorching on tKe fpit j 

And vintners find their wines are ne'er the worfe^ 

When arfenick's only wrap'd up in the.verfc. 

Thefe are the great performances that raife 

j&>ur mighty parts above all reach of praife, j'(D^ 

And give us only leave t^ admire your ^H>rtb> 

For no man, but yourfelf, can fet it forth, 

Whofe wondrous power 's fo generally known^ , 

Fame is the echo, and her voice, your ^wn» 



A KAw 



A PANEGYRIC 

UP ON. 

SIR JOHN DENHAM*$ 

RECOVERY FROM HIS MADNESS %. 



SI R, yoti Ve outliv'd (6 defperate a fit 
As none could do but an immortal wit | 
Had your'8 been lefk, all helps had been in Tain^. . . 
And thrown, away, though on a lefs fidL brain } 
put you were fo farfrom receiving hurt^ - 9 

You grew impfiovM, and much, the bettin* for *t* 
As when th^ Arabian bird does ^orifice,.. 
And bum bimfelf ioi his own ^ountry'sfplce, . 

Amaggol 
v 

• It muft furprne the reader to find a ^writer of But* 
ler^s judgment attacking, in fo fevere and contemptuout 
a manner, the chara6ler of a poet fo much efteemed aa 
Sir John Denham was. If what he charges him with 
be true, there is, indeed, fome room for fatire j but 
ftni there is fuch a fpmt of bittcrne& runs thfou^ the 
whole, befides the cnielty of ridiculing an infirmity of 
this nature, as can be accounted, for oy nothing buf 
fome perfonal quarrel or (^(guK. How far this weak-^ 
nefs may carry the greateft geniufes, we haven proof m 
what Pope has written of Addifoiu 

3 
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A maggot firft breeds in hit pregnant urn. 

Which after does to a young phoenix turn : it 

So ytnxr hot brain^ burnt in its nativ*e fire, 

Did life renewM and vigorous youth acquire ; 

And with fo much advantage, ibme have gueft. 

Your after-wit is like to be your beft, 

/^nd now exp96): far greater matters of ye 15 

Than the bought Cooper's Hill, or borrowed Sophy § 

Such as your Tully lately drefsM in verfe, 

Like thdTe he made himfelf, or not much worfe ; 

And Seneca^s dry fand unmixM with lime, 

Such as you cheat the King with, botch'd in rhyme, 

Kor were your m<M'als lefs improvM, all pride 

And native infolence quite laid afide ; 

And that nagovem'd outrage, that was wont 

All> tl|at you d\u*ft with fafety, to affront. 

|tfo China cupboard rudely overthrown, «5 

Nor lady tipped, by being accofled, down ; 

No poet jeerM, for fcribbling amifs. 

With verics forty times more lewd than his : 

^or did your crutch give battle to your duns. 

And hold it out, where you had built a fconce ; 3* 

Nor fiirioufly laid orange-wench aboard, 

For afking what in fruit and love you *ad fcorM | 

But all civility and complacence. 

More than you ever usM before or fince. 

Beiide, you never over-reach'd the King 35 

One farthing, all the while, in reckoning. 

Nor brought-in falfe accompt, with little tricks 

Of palling broken rubbilh for whole bricks 1 

Falfc 
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Falfe muftering of workmen by the day, 

Dedufllon out of wages, and dead pay ^ 

For thofe that never liv'd 5 all which did come. 

By thrifty management, to no fmall fum. 

You puird no lodgings down, to build them woxfe. 

Nor repaired others, to repair your purfc, 

Aa you were wont, tillall you buik appeared 4.^ 

Like that Amphion with his fiddle xearM i- 

For had the ftones (like his) charm'd by your verfe. 

Built up themfelves, they could not have done worfe s 

And fure, when firft you ventured to furvey. 

You did defign to do *t no other way. co 

All this was done before thofe days began 
In which you were a wife and happy man : 
For who e^dr liv^d'in fuch a paradife. 
Until freih.ftraw and darknefs op'd your eyes t 
Who ever greater treafure could command, 5^ 

Had nobler palaces, and richep land. 
Than you had then, who could raife fums as vafi: 
As all the cheats of a Dutch war could, wafte^ 
€)r all thofe pra^s'd upon public money ? 
For nothing,, but your cure, could have undone ye, 6^ 
For ever are you bound to curfe thofe quacks 
That imdertook to cure your happy cracks ; 
For, though no art can ever make them found,. 
The tampering coft you thixefcore thoufand pound; 
Bow high might you have livM, and playM, and loft^ 
Yet been no more undone by being chouft, 
Kor forcM upon the King^s accompt to lay^ 
Ail UuV iitferving; hin^ }rou.loft at play \ 
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?For nothing but your brain was ever found 

Ifo fuffer fequeftration, and compound. -y^ 

Yet you 'ave an impofition laid on brick, 

' For all you tl\en laid out at Beaft or Gleek ; 
And when yo« 'ave^raisM a Aim, ftralt let it f]y» 

^By underftanding low, and venturing high ; 

- lUtil you have reduced it down to tick, . 7.5 

And then recruit ^in from Ume and brick* 
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UPON 

C R I T I C % 

WHO J tJBOB OF 

MODERN PLAYS 

Precifely by the Rules of the Ancients *. 

WH O ever will regard poetic fury. 
When it is once found Idiot by a jury, 

• And every pert and arbitrary fool 

' Can all poetic licence over-rule j 
AiTume a barbarous tyranny, to handle ^ 

The Mufes woife than Oftrogoth and Vandal ^ 
Msdce them fubmit to vcrdift and report, ' . 

And ftand or lall to th^ orders of a court ? 
Much lefs be fentenc'd by the arbitrary 

'Proceedings of a witlefs plagiary, M, 

That forges old records and ordinanoes 
Againft the right and property of fancies. 
More falfe and nice than weighing of the weadier 
-To th' hundredth atom of the bghteft feath^> 

.;^ This warm'inveftive was v«ry probably occafioned • 
by Mr. Rymer, Htftoriographer to Chains !!• vAim». 
trenfured three tragedies of Beauskont's and Fletcher*4*; 
The cold, fevere" critic may -perhaps find fame few in- 
accuracies 'to cenfure in this xompofition j but tEe^ 
reader of tafte will ei^cr •veclook or pardon them fbx*^ 
ll|e fi^e of the fpirit that runs through it* 
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Or meafuring of air upon Parnafliis, f j 

With cylinders of Torricellian glafles j 
Reduce all Tragedy> by rules of art, 
Hack to its antique theatre, a cart, 
And make them henceforth keep the beaten roads 
Of reverend chonifes and epifodes ; lOk 

Reform and regulate a puppet play. 
According to the true and ancient way. 
That not an a£lor fhall prefume to fqueak, 
Unlefs he have a licence for 't in Greek j 
Nor Whittington henceforward fell his cat m «5 

Plain vulgar Euglifti, without mewing Latii^ « 
No Pudding (hall be fuffer'd to be witty, 
Unlefs it be in order to raife pity ; 
Nor devil in the puppet-play b' allowM 
To roar and fpit fire, but to fright the crowd, ^, 

Unlefs fome god or daemon chance V have piques 
Againft an ancient family of Greeks ; 
That other men may tremble, and take warning. 
How fuch a fatal progeny they *re born in | 
For none but fuch for tragedy are fitted, 3^ 

That havc.been ruinM only to be pity*d ; 
And only thofe held proper to deter, 
ynio *ve'had th* ill luck againft their wills to err. 
V/hence only fuch as are of middling (izes, 
Between morality and venial vices, 49 

Art qualify'd to be defboyM by Fate, 
For other mortals to take warning at* 
As if the antique laws of Tragedy^ 
014 with our own municipal agree. 
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And fei'vM, like cobwebs, but t' enfnare the weak* 45 

And give diveriipn tp the great to break j 

To make a lefs delinquent to be brought 

To anfwcr for a greater perfon's fault. 

And fuffer all the worft the worft approver. 

C*n, to excufe and faye himfelf, difcover. 5^. 

No longer fliall Dramatics be confinM 
To draw true images of all mankind $ 
To punifh in eiH^ie criminals, 
Reprieve the innocept, and hang the falfe j. 
But a club-law to execute and kill, j^ 

For nothing, whomfoe'er they pleafe, at will^ 
To terrify fpcSators from committing 
The crimes they did, and fufFer'd for^ unwitting, 

Thefe are the reformations of the Stage, 
Like other reformations of the age, ^ 

On purpofe to deftroy all wit and fenfe,. 
As th* other did all law and confcience j . 
No better than the laws of Britifli plays, 
ConfirmM in th^ ancient good King HowelKs d^ys | 
Who made a.general council regulate 6^ 

Men's catching women by the — you know what. 
And fet down in the rubric at what time 
It ftiould be counted legal, v/hen a crime j 
Declare when 'twas, and when 'twas not a fin. 
And on what days it went out or came in. ' j%, 

An Englifh poet (hould be try'd b' his peers,. 
And not by pedants and philofophers. 
Incompetent to judge poetic fury. 
As butchers arc forbid to b' of a jury j 
..Uoi.. IL. E Befidta 
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Befides the moft intolerable wrong ' 75 

To try their matters in a foiieign tbnguej 

By foreign jurymen, like Sophocles, 

Or Tales falfer than Euripides ; 

When not an Englifh native dares appear 

To be a witnefs for the prifoner ; ^ft 

When all the laws they ufe t' arraign and try 

The innocent and wrong'd delinquent by. 

Were made b' a foreign lawyer, and his pupils^ 

To put an end to all poetic fcruples. 

And, by th' advice of virtuofi Tufcans, I5 

DeterminM all the doubts of focks and bufkin« ; 

Gave judgment on all paft and future plays. 

As is appaient by Speroni''s cafe. 

Which Lope* Vega firft began to fteal, 

And after him the French filou Conieille 5 ^ 

And fmce our Englifh plagiaries nim 

And fteal their far-fet criticifms from him. 

And, by an a£lion falfely laid of Trover, 

The lumber for their proper goods recover. 

Enough to fumifti all the lewd impeachers -^ 

Of witty' Beaumont's poetry and Fletcher's^; 

Who, for a few mifprifions of wit. 

Are charg'd by thofe who ten times worfe commit j 

And, for misjudging fome unhappy fcenes, 

Are cenfur'd for 't with, more unlucky fenfe 5 100 

When all their worft mifcarriages delight. 

And pleafe more than the beft that pedants write. 

PROLOGUE 



t «t 1 

iP R O.i O ^ U E 

TO T-H E 

(^U.EEN OF ARUAGON, 

ACTXD' i^EFORB THS 

:DUKE OF^ORK, UPON HIS BiRTH-DAY*. 

SI Ry while fo many nations ftiive to pay 
The tril>ute of their glories to this- day. 
That gave them caraeft of ^fo great a fum 
Of glory (from your future a^s)^ come. 
And which you have difchargM at Rich aerate, > 5 
.That all fucceeding times muft celebrate j 
We, that fubfift by your bright influence. 
And have no life but what we own from thencct 
- Come humbly to prefent you, our own way. 
With all we have, (befide ^our hearts )> a .play. 10 

: But, as deyouteft men can pay no more 
To deities than what they gave before. 

We 



♦ It is pretty • remarkable that, amongft fuch a va- 
'riety of performances of our Poet's, this, and the Epi- 
logue that fellows, fliould be the only ones in tlie com- 
.plimenting ftrain j and I dare fay every reader will ob- 
ierve, with a fmile, how foon, even in this, he deferts 
^.the region of panegyric, to refiime his natural turn of 
iktirical drollery upon the critics* 
?% 



We bring you only what your great commands 

Did refcue for us frobi in^ffi&g hatidsf - 

That would have taken out adminiftration< 15^ 

Of all departed poets* gbodls i* tV nation f 

Or, like to lords of manors^ feizM all plays- 

That come within their reach, as wefts andibays^ ' 

And claim'd a forfeiture of all paft wit. 

But that your juftice' put a flop to it. 2# / 

^Twas well for us, who elfe mud, have bieeii; glad 

T' admit of all who now write new and bad 5 

For, itill the wickeder fome authors vwrite. 

Others to wfite worfe arc encouraged by 'tf:^ 

And though thofe fierce inquifitors of wit, . 15:. 

The critics, (pare no flefh that ever writ, 

But, j lift as tooth*drawers, findj among the oout^ 

Their own teeth work in pulling others out} 

So they, decrying all of all that write. 

Think to ereft a trade of judging by 't. 3%^ 

Small poetry, like other herefies. 

By being p^rfecuted multiplies } 

But here they *re like to faii^ of all pretence | 

For he that writ this play is^ d^ad long fmce. 

And not within their power j for bears are faid 3 jj, 

To fpare thoie that lie ftill and fe«m but dead. 
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^ P I X' O G U E 

TO THE S A 'M*E. ' 

TO THE DUTCHESS. 

MADAM, the Joys of this great day arc due, . 
No lefs than to your royal Lord> to you } 
-And, while diree mighty kingdoms pay your part. 
You have, what 's greater than ^hera all, hls'heatt ; 
That heart that, when it was his a>untry*« guard> 5 
The fury of two elements outdiEirM, 
And made a ftub'bom haughty cn^my 
The terrqr of his dreadful conduft fly 5 
Aud yet you conquerM it — and made your charms 
;Appear AO iefs vidorioirs than his arittt ; so 

•For which ^oii oft** havft tritfrftphM bn thrs day, 
And many niore to come Heaven gfant.yoti lirfay 1 
iBui, as ^great princes ufe, in folcmn tiites 
Of^oy, to^nordon all but heinous crimes, 
ff «wve 'have finn'd without in iU Intent, li^ 

And done below what really We meaAt, 
We humbly aft; yoar pardon fpr % and pray 
You would fbrgrre, in hoAour of the day« 
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ai4 BUTL1R*S IPOEMS. 

U P ON 

PHILIP NYE ' S^^ 

THANKSGIVING BEARD*. 



AB £ A R D is but the vizard of a fiace> 
That Nature orders for no. other place ; - 

The 

• As oup Poet haa thought fit to beftow fo many 
verfes upon this trumpeter of fedition, it may^ per- 
liaps, be no thanklefs office to ^ve the reader • (omc 
further information about him than what merely re- 
lates to his beard.-^Hc was educated at Oxford, firft 
in Brafen-nofc College, and afterwards in Magdalen < 
Hall ; where, under the influence of a Puritanical tu- 
tor, he received the firft tinfture of fedition and difguft 
to our ecclefiaftical eftabliihment. After taking his 
degrees he went into orders, but foon left England to 
go and refide in Holland, where he was not very likelv 
to leflen ^ofe prejudices which he had already imbibed. 
In the year 1640 he returned home, bicanw a furious 
Pfeibyterian, and a zealous ftickler for the Parliament-; 
and was thouprht confiderable enough, in his way, .to 
be fent by his party into Scotland, to encourage and 
fpirit-up the caufe of the Covenant 5 in defence of 
which he wrote feveral pamphlets. However,- as his 
2eal arofe from felf-intereft and ambition, vhen the 
Independents began to have the afcendant, and power - 
and profit ran m that chaniiel, he faced about, and • 
became a ftrenuous preacher on that fide ; and in this 
fituation he was when he fell under the laih of BulJer'^- 
Iktire* 
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The fringe and taflel of a countenance. 

That hides his perfon from another man's. 

And, like the Roman habits of their youth, $ 

Is never worn until his perfe£l growth j 

A privilege no other creature has, 

To wear a natural maik upon his face. 

That ftiifts its likenefs eveiy day he wears, . 

To fit fome other perfons' characters, !• ■ 

And by its own mythology implies, 

That men were born to live in forae difguife. 
This fatisfy'd a reverend man, that cleai-'d 
His difagreeing confcience by his Beard, 
He *ad been preferred i' th' army, when the church 15 
Was taken with a Why not ? in the lurch 5 
When primate, metropolitan, and prelates. 
Were turn'dto officers of horfe and zealots,. 
From whom he held the moft pluralities 
t)£ contributions, donatives, and falaiies ; 20. 

Was held the cbiefeft of tbofe fpiritual trumpets,. 
That founded charges to their. ficrceft. combats^. 
But in the defperateft of defeats 
Had never blown as opportune, retreats j . 

. Until the Synod^orderTd his departure 25. 

To London, from his caterwauling quarter. 
To fit among them, as he- had been chofen. 
And pafs or null things at his own difpofing ; 
Could clap up fouls in limbo with a vote. 
And for their fees difcharge and let them out 5 30 > 

Which made fome grandees bribe him with the* place 
Of holding-foFth uponThankfgivingdays.ji- 

E ^ Wiiitbcffr 
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Whither the Members, two and two abreaft, 

MarchM to take in the fpoils of ail — the feaftj 

But by the way repeated the oh-hones - ^ 

Of his wild Irifli and chromatic tone$ 5 

His frequent and pathetic hunra and haws. 

He pra6lisM only t' animate the Caufe, 

With which the Sifters were fo prepofTeft, 

They could remember nothing of the reft. 4^9 

He thought upon it, and refolvM to pat 
His Beard into as wonderful a cut. 
And, for the further fervicc of the women, 
T' abate the rigidnefs of his opinion j 
And, but a day before, had been to find •4*5 

The ableft virtuofo of the kind. 
With whom he long and feriouflyconferr'd 
On all intrigues that might concern his Beard.5 
By whofe advice he fate for a defign 
In little drawn, exaftly to a line, 'j^ 

That if the creature chance to have occaiion 
To undergo a thorough reformation. 
It might be borne conveniently about. 
And by the meaneft artift copy'd out. 

This done, he fent a journeyman fc6hiry 55 

He *ad brought up to retrieve, and fetch, and carry, 
To find out one that had the grcateft practice. 
To prune and bleach the beards of all Fanatics, 
And fet their moft confusM diforders right. 
Not by a new defign, but newer light ; <a 

WhcLUs'd to fhave the grandees of their fticklers. 
And crop the ^Brorthies of their Conv^nticlers | 

To 
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To whom'hethew'd his new-invented draught. 
And told him how *twa8 to be copy'd out. . 

Quodi he, *T]s but a falfe and counlerfeiti &£ 

And fcandalous device of human wit. 
That *s abfolutely forbidden in the Scripture, 
To make of any carnal thing the pi^lure. 

Quoth th* other faint, You muft leave diat>to us, 
T* agree what ^s lawful, or what fcandalous } 7# 

•For, till it is detenu in'd by our vote, 
'Tis either lawful, fcandalous, or not} 
Which, iince we have not yet agreed upon. 
Is left indifferent to avoid or own. 

'Quoth he, My confcience never lliall agree ^ 

To do it, till I know what 'tis to be j 
For though I ufe it in a lawful time. 
What if it after ihould be made a crime f 

'Tis true we fought for liberty of coiifciencc, 
*Gainft human conftitutions, in our own fenie, ^ So 
Which I 'm refolv'd perpetually t' avow, 
And make it lawful whatfoe'er we do ; 
Then do your office with your greateft ikill. 
And let th' event befal us how it will. 

This faid, the nice barbarian took his tools, t^ 

To prune the 'leakt's tenets aind his jowlesri 
Talk'd on as pertinently as he fnipt, 
A hundred times for every fiatr he cUpt ; 
Until the Beanl at lengdi began t' a^ppeary 
And reaffume its antique chava6):er, .90 

Grew more and more itfeif, that art might ftrive. 
And ftand ui competition with>^e lift } 

Jot 
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For fome have doubted if 'twere made of fnips 

Of fables, glew'd and fitted to his lips, 

jAnd fet in iuch an artificial frame, 05; 

As if it had been wrought in filograin. 

More fubtly fil'd and polifhM than the gin 

That Vulcan caught himfelf a cuckold in ; 

That Lachefis, tlrat fpin^ the threads of Fate, 

Could not have drawn it out more delicate. loa 

But being defign'd and drawn fo regular, 
T* a fcrupuloua punctilio of a hair. 
Who could imagine that it (houM be portal ' 
To felfifli, inward -unconforming mortal ? 
KAnd yet it was^ and did abominate 105. 

The Icaft compliance in the Chtirch or ^ate. 
And from itfelf did equally diffentj 
As from religion and the government *• 



s 



• I find among Sutler's manufcripts feveral other 
little fketches upon the fame fubjeft, but none worth 
inting, except the following one maybe thought paf- 
' lie, by way of note. 

This reverend brother, like a goat,. 

Did wear a tail upon his throat. 

The fringe and taflel of a face. 

That gives it a becoming gi'ace. 

But fet i» fuch a curious frame. 

As if 'twere wrought in filograin. 
And cut fo even, as if 't had been 
DrdMrn .%ith :sl pen upon hit chiiau . 
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19o topiary hedge of quickfet 

lyas e'er fo neatly cut, or thick fet, 

Tliat made beholders more admire^ 

Than China-plate that 's made of wire j 

But being wrought fo regular 

In every part, and every hair. 

Who would, believe it Aiould be portal . 

To unconforming-inward mortal ? 

And yet it was, and did diflent 

No Icfs from its own government, . 

Than from the Church's, and detefl' 

That which it held forth and profell $ . 

Did equally abominate 

Conformity in Church and State ; 

And, like an hypocritic. brother, 

I^ofefsM one thing and did another ; 

As all things, where they 're moft profeft^ . 

Are found to be regarded leaft*.. 
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IJTXiV THE 

WEAKNESS AND MISEcRY OF MAN^. 

^¥T7 H O wouM1>elicvc that wicVed earth, 

^ ^ Where Nature only brings tie forlii 
To be found guilty and forgiven, 
• Should be a nurfery for Heaven j 
When ail we can expeft to do .j 

Will not pay half the debt we owe, 
iAnd yet more rfeTperately dare, 
-VVs if that wretched trifle were 

Too 

• In this corapofition the reader will have the plea- 
^ibre of viewing Butler in a light in which he has not 
^liitherto appeared. Every things almoft, that he has 
wrote, is indeed fatirical, but in an arch and droll man- 
ner, and he may be faid rather to have laughed at the 
Yices and follies of mankind, than to have - railed at 
them. In this he is ferious and fevere, exchanges the 
ridiculum for the acri^ and writes with the fpirited in- 
dignation of a Juvenal or a Perfius. Gooid-naturM 
readers may perhaps think the inventive too bitter; but 
the fame good-nature will excufe the Poet, when it is 
confidered what an edge muft be given to his fatiricai 
wit by the ag& in whi<£ he lived, diftineuifhed by the 
two extremes of hypocrify and enthufiaim on the one 
$aift, iu£d ite^gion and immorality 4m the otker* 
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Too much for the eternal Powers,.. 

•^ great and mighty creditors, td 

Not only- flight what th^enjoinv 

But pay it in adulterate coin>.' 

We only in thei» mercy tniil^ 

To be more wickediand unjuft ; ■ 

All our devotion*, vows, and prayers, . td 

Are our own intereft, not theirs ; ■ ■ : : J 

Our offerings, when ^e come t* adore, <. ^ 

But begging prefents to get more j * 

The pureft bufmefs of our zeal 

Is but to err, by meaning well, ^jL 

And make that meaning do more, harm 

Than our worft deeds, that are lefs warm j 

For the moft wretched and perverfc 

Does not believe himfelf he errs. 

Our holieft a£lions have been ^j^ 

Th* effects of wickednefs and fin 5 
Religious houfes made'compounders 
For th* horrid a6lions of the founders j. 
Steeples that totterM in the air. 

By letchers flnnM into repair ; JM 

As if we had retainM no fign 
Nor chara^ler of the divine 
And heavenly part of human nature^ 
Bvit only the coarfe earthy nuitter. 
Our univerfal inclination «| 

Tends to the worft of our creation j 
A$^ if the ftar» cgnfpir^d t^ impri nt,. 
b 9ur whole fpecies, by xnftinft, 

A fata) 
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A fatal brand and fignature '' 

^f nothing elfe but the impure. .^ 

The beft of all our afUons tend 

To the prepofteroufeft end. 

And, like to mongrels, we Ve inclm^l 

To take moft to th* ignobler kind j 

Or monftcrsy that have always leaft 45 

Of th* human parent, not the beaft« 

Hence *tis we *ve no regard at al\ 

Of oui^ beft half original j 

But, when they differ, (till allert 

JChe intereft of th' ignobler part | ^i[ 

Spend all the time we have upon 

The vain capriches of the one, 

. But grudge to fparc one hour to know 

•"What to the better part we owe. 

A|, in all compound fubftances, -55 

*rhe greater ftill devours the lefs j 
• So, being born and bred up near 

Our earthy grofs relations here, 
I Far from the antient nobler place 
' Of all our high paternal race, 49 

We now degenerate, and grow 

As barbarous, and mean, and low, 

As modern Grecians are, and worfe. 

To their brave nobler anceftors. 

Yet, as no barbaroufnefs befide 6$ 

\i half fo barbarous as pride, 
. Nor any prouder infolence 

Than that which hat the leaft pretence^ 

We 
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^fWe are fo wretchedto profe(s 

.^glory in our wretchednef* j ,^ 

To vapour iillily, and rant 

Of our own mifery and want, 
. And grow vain-gioHous on a fcore 

We ought much rather to deplore j 

"Who, the firft moment of our. livea, i^ ^ 

Are but condemn'd, and giv*n reprieves j 
.And our great'ft graceas not to know 

When we ihall pay them back, nor how j 

Begotten with a vain caprich. 

And live as vainly to that pitch. :(^ 

Our pains are real things, and all . 

Our pleafures but fantaftical j 
=Difeafes of their own accord. 

But cures come difficult and hard. 

Our nobleft piles, and ftatelieft room^ ^5 

Are but outhoufes ta our tombs 5 

Cities, though e'*er Co great and brave, 
^But mere warehoufes to the grave. 

Oiir bravery 's but a vain difguife, 

^o hide us from the world's dull eyes, s.$0 

The remedy of a defe6l. 

With which our nakednefs is deckt. ; 

Yet makes us fwell with pride, and boailj 

As if we 'xi gain'd by being loft. 

^ All this is nothing to the evils .5 j| 

which men, and their confederate devils, 

Infli6l, to aggravate the curfe 

On their own hated kind much woi'f^j 

. * • At 



As if by Nature they 'd been ferv'd 

iKore gently than their fate deferv^d,. g^ 

Take pains (jn jufticc) to invent, * 

And Itudy their own punifhme'nt j . - 

That, as their crimes (hould greater grow,/ 

So mirht their own infliflions too. ' 

Kcnce bloody wars at firft began, joe 

The artificial. plague of man, 

That from his own invention rife,. 

To fcourge his own iniquities 5 

T^at, if the heavens fhould chance taipare 

^u^plies of conilant.ppifonM air, tt#. 

They might not, with unfit delay. 

For lingering deftruftion ftay ; 
' Nor feek recruits of death fo far, 
Bv|t plague themfelves with blood and war. 

And if thefe fail, there is no good iij^ 

Kind Nature e'er, on man beftowM, 
But he can eafily divert 
To his own mifcry and hurt ; 
Make that which Heaven meant to blefs 
TV ungrateful world with, gentle Peace, %%m 

With luxury and excefs, as faft 
As war and defolation, wa(le ; 
Promote mortality, and kill. 
As faft as arms, by fitting ftill ;. 

Like earthquakes, flay' without a bloWji Sftj| 

And, only moving, overthrow ; 
Make law and equity as dear 
As plunder and free-quarter, were^ 
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And fierce Encounters at the bar 
Undo a^ fad as thofe in war ; 1 30 

Bnrich bawdsy whores, and uArrerSy ■ 
Pimps, fcnveners,.filenc'd miniftersi 
That get eftates: by being undone 
For tender confcience, and have none.. 
Like thofe that with their credit drive 155 

A trade, without a (lock, and thrive { 
Advance men in the church and ftate 
For being of the meaneft rate, 
Rais'd for their-double-guil'd deferts^. 
Before integrity and parts ; 1^ 

Ri'oduce more grievious complaints ' 

For plenty, than before for wants. 
And make a rich and fruitful year 
A greater grievance than a dear ; 
Make jefts of greater dangers far, 145 

Than thofe they trembled at. in war ;, 
Till, unawares, they 've laid a traia. 
To blow the public up again f 
Rally with horror, and, in fport,.. 
Rebellion and deftru6lion court, 150 

And make Fanatics, in defpight 
Of all their madnefs, reafon rights 
And vouch to all they have foreihowft^ 
As other monfters oft have done. 
Although from truth and fenfe as far 155 

As all their other maggots are : 
For things faid falfe, and never meant^. 
Do oft prove true by accident. 
Vol. 11; O- TlMU^ 
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That wealth that bounteous Fortune fends 
As prefcnts to her deareft fnend$y ite 

Is oft laid out upon a purchafe 
Of two yards long in parifli-cbuixhef. 
And thofe too-happy men that bought it 
Had livM, and happier too, without it : 
For what does yaft wealth bring but cheat* -16; 

Lawy luxury, difeafe, and debt ; 
Pain, pleafure, difcontent, and fport. 
An eafy-troubled life, and Ihort ? 

But all thefe plagues are nothing near 
Thofe, far more cruel and fcvere, 170 

Unhappy 

Ver. 1^8.] Though this fatJre feems fairly tnm- 
icribed for the prefs, yet, on a vacancy in the iheet op- 
pofite to this line, I find the following verfes, which 
probably were intended to be added 5 but as they are 
not regularly inferted, I chufe rather to give them by 
way of note. 

For men ne'er digg'd fo deep into 
The bowels of the eartb below. 
For metals, that are found to dwell 
Near neighbour to the pit of hell. 
And have a magic power to fway 
The greedy fouls or men that way. 
But wi^ their bodies have been fain 
To fill thofe trenches up again ; 
When bloody battles have been fought 
For /hariiig that which they took out-i 
Tor wealth is all things that conduce 
To man*8 dcftni6tion or hit ufe ; 
A ftandard both to buy and fell 
-AH things from heaven down to hell 
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ppy man takes pains to find» 

Qiik himfelf upon his mind i 

out' of his own bowels fpins 

;k and torture for his iins { 

lents himfelfy in vain^ to kno^ Y7|[ 

moft which he can never do 5 

the more ftri6lly "'tis deny^d^ 
nore he is unfatisfyM ) 
fy in finding fcruples out, 

nguifh in eternal doubt § tt6 

fpeflres in the dark> and ghofts, 
ftarts, a» horfes do at pofb, 

when his eyes affift him leaf!:, 
ms fuch fubtle obje6ls beft. 
^othetic jfreams and Tifionli i^< 

nds everlafting difquifitions^ 
raifes endlefs controvtrfies 
algar theorems ind heariays 9 
's poiitive and Confidehtj 

ings fo far bf^f^lnd th' exteat if^ 

uman fenfCt ImI dicis not know 
ther they be at all or ilo> 
doubts as much in things that ztt 
lainly evident and cleir $ 

uns all ufeful fenie^ and pltiny 19^ 

>ply to th' intricate and TM 5 
cracks his braiat at |Aoddifig os 

which is neirer t^ l^e kno^tm f 
ofe himfelf with Aibtleties, 
hold 90 other knowledge wif« ; seo 

Qji Althoufh^ 
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Although, the fubtler all things are. 

They're but to nothing the more nearj 

Andy the lefs weight ihey can fuftain^ 

The more he ftill lays on in vain. 

And hangs his foul upon as nice 195^ 

And fubtle curiofitiesy. 

As one of that vaft multitude 

That on a needle's point have ftood ; 

Weighs right and wrong, and true and falfe, 

Vpon as nice and fubtle fcales, %j9 

As thofe that turn upon a plane 

With th' hundredth part of half a grain. 

And ftill the fubtler they move. 

The fooner falfe and ufelefs prove.. 

So man, that thinks to. force and ftrain^ . 915 

Beyond its natural fphere, his brain. 

In vain torments it on the rack. 

And, for improving^ fets it back^ 

Is ignorant of his own extent^ 

And that to which his aims are bent y. tf* 

Is loft in both, and breaks his blade 

Upon the anvil where 'twas made s 

For, as abortions coft more pain 

Than vigorous births, fo .all the vain^ 

And weak productions of man's wit^ M5. 

That aim at purpofes tmfit. 

Require more drudgery, and ^worfe, . 

Than thofe of Arong, and lively Ibzve*:. 
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SATIRE 

V P O N T U S 

LICENTIOUS AGE OF CHARLES IL 

"jFT^ I S a ftrange age we ^re livM iii> and a lewd, 

X As e>r the fun in all his travels ^riewM j 
An age as vile as everjuftice orgM, 
Like a fantaftic letcher, to be fcourg^d $ 
Nor has it fcapM, and yet has only learned, 5 

The more *tis plagued, to be die left eoncem*d. 
Twice have we feen two dreadful judgments ragt. 
Enough to fright the ftubbom'il-hearted age $ 
The one to mow vaft crowds of people down. 
The other (as then needlefs) half the Town^ 19 

And two as mighty miracles reftore 
What both had ruinM and deftroy*d before | 
In all as unconcerned as if they *ad been 
But paftimes'fbr diverfion to be feen, 

0^3 Or, 

As the precedffle Atire was upon mahkihd in gene- 
ral, with ibme alhifion to that age in which it was 
v^ote, this is particularly leveled at the licentious and 
debauched times of Charles IX. humoroufly contrafted 
with the Puritanical ones which went before ; and is a 
frefti proof of the Author*s impartiality, and that he was 
not, as is generally, but faliely, im^aed, a bigot to 
ftc Cavalier party. 
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Or, like die pU^oes of 'E>gYP% mcaat a cvHe, t| 

Not to reclaim ns^i, bnt tP make vs vode. 
Twice laiTe mea tnrsM the World (that fiBy block- 
head) 
The wrong (ide oatwani, like a ta^ler*s pockety 
Shook oat hrpocnfy as faft and loofe 
As e'er the deril coiUd teacb, or finacfa vie, !• 

Acd on the other fide at once pat in 
As impotent iniquity and fin. 
As fculls that haTC been cracked are often ioiiad 
Upon the wrong (ide to receive the wound ; 
And like tobacco-pipes at oae end hit, %^ 

^o break at th* other &iii that ^s oppofite ; 
So men, who one extravagance would fliun» 
Into the contrary extreme have run ; 
And all the difference is, that, as the firft 
Provokes the other freak to jHtyre the worft* |» 

S«, in retvniy that ftrives to render le(s 
The laft delufion, with its own ezcefs. 
And, like two nnfluird gamefters, ofe one way. 
With bungling t* help out one another*t play. 
For thofe who heretofore fought private holes, -jf- 

Securely in the dark to damn their fouls. 
Wore vizards of hypocrify, to fteal 
And Aink away in mafquerade to hell. 
Now bring their crimes into the open (bn. 
For all mankind to gaze their worft upon, 4* 

As eagles try their young againft his rays. 
To prove if they *ce of generous breed or bale { 



ON THE AGE OF CHARtE^^^ It: ^%* 

Call heaven and earth to witnefs how they 'vc aim'd^ 

With all their utmoft vigour, to be damn'd. 

And by their own examples, in the view 4^ 

Of all the world, ftiiv'd to damn others too | - 

On all occafions fought to be as civil 

As pofEble they could t^ his grace the Devil, 

To give him no unneceflary trouble, 

^or in fmall matters ufe a friend fo noble, |# 

But with their conftant practice done their bett 

T' improve and propagate his intereft: 

For men have now made vice fo great an art. 

The matter of fa6t *s become the flighteft part $ 

And the debauched' ft a6lions they can do, 55 

Mere trifles to the circumftancc and fhow^. 

For 'tis not what they do that 's now the fin. 

But what they lewdly' affeft and glory in. 

As if prepofteroulLy they would profefs 

A forc'd hypocrify of wickednefs, $9 

And affedlation, that makes good things bad; 

Muft make alFe6l:ed (hame accurs'd and mad ;. 

For vices for themfelves may find excufe. 

But never for their compliment and (hews { 

That if there ever were a myftery 65 

Of moral fecular iniquity. 

And that the churches may not lofe their due 

By being incroach'd upon, 'tis now, and new : 

For men are now as fcrupulous and nice, 

And tender-confcienc'd of low paltry vicej y9 

Difdain as proudly to be thought to have 

To do in any mifchief but the brave j,. 

Q.4 Ap 
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As the moft fcrupulous zealot of late times 

T' appear in any but the horrid'ft crimes j 

Have as preciie and ttriSi punctilios -75 

How to appear, as then to make no (hows, 

And fteer the world, by difagrecing force 

Of different cuftoms, ^gainft her natural courfe : 

So powerful 's ill example to encroach. 

And Nature,- fpite of all her laws, debauch, '-90 

Example, that imperious dictator 

Of all that *s good or bad to human nature. 

By which* the ^oM 's corrupted and reclaimed, 

Hopes to be fav*d and ftudies to be damn'd j 

That reconciles -all conti-arieties, S5 

Makes wifdom foolifhnels, and folly wife, 

Impofes on "divinity, and fets 

Her feal alike on tniths and cotinterfeits ; 

Alters all characters of virtue' and vice, 

And pafTes one for th* other in difguife; 90 

Makes all things, as it pleafes, underftood. 

The good received' for bad, and bad for good; 

That flyly counter- changes wrong and right, 

Like white m fields of black, and black in white | 

As if the laws of Nat\ire had been made . 95 

Of purpofe only to be difobey*d ; 

Or man ha?d loft his mighty intereft, 

By having' been diftinguifh'd from a beaftj 

And had no other way but fm and vice, 

To be reflorM again to Paradife. loo 

How copious is our language lately "grown. 
To make blafphomlng wit, and a jargon ! 
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And yet how expreflive and fignificant. 

In damme at once to curfe, and fwear, and rant 1 

jft.s if no way exprefsM men^s fouls ib wdi, .105 

As damning of them to the pit of helij 

Nor anyiafleveration were ib'civily 

As mortgaging falvation to the devil $ 

Or thiat his name did add a charming grace* 

And blafphcmy a purity to our phrafe. 4x0 

For what can any language more enrich* 

Than to pay fouls for viciatiag.fpeech; 

When the great'ft tyrant in the world made thofe 

But lick their words out that abusM his profe ? 

What trivial puniihments did then, prote£): 1^5 

To public ccnfure a profound re|pe^. 
When the moft fhameful penance* and fevere* 
That could b' infli£led on a Cavalier 
For infamous debauchery, was no wor(ie 
Than but to be degi*aded from his horfi:, nio 

And have his livery of oats and hay, 
Inftead of cutting fpurs off, tak'n away ? 
They held no torture then fo great as fhamef 
And that to flay was lefs than to defame; 
For juft fo much regard as men exprefs .tta.5 

To th' cenfure of the public, more or le($. 
The fame will be returned to them again. 
In (hame or reputation, to a graia; 
And, bow penxrfe foe^er the world appear$* 
*Ti8 juft to all the bad it fees and hears ; f 30 

And for that virtue ftrivcs to be allowed 
For all the injwies it does the good. 

How 



>3^ BITTLER'S POEMS; 

How filly were their fagcs heretofore. 
To fright their heroes with a fyrcn whore ! 
Mtke thcm^ believe a water-witch, with charms^ 135 
Could fink their men of war as eafy* as ftorms,. 
And turn their maiiners, that heard thcni fing,. 
Into land porpuiies, and cod and lings 
To terrify thofe mighty champions. 
As we do children now with Bloodybones | 14^ 

Until the fubtleil of their conjurers 
SeaPd up the labels to his foul, his ears^ 
And tyM his deafen'd faiiors (while he'pafs'd 
The dreadful lady's lodgings) to the maft, 
And rather venture drowning than to wrong 145. 

The fea-pugs' chafte ears with a bawdy fong : 
To b* put of countenance, and, like an afs. 
Not pledge the Lady Circe one beer-glafs ; 
Unmannerly refufc her treat and wine. 
For fear of being turn'd into a fwine, 150 

When one of our heroic adventurers now 
Would drink her down > and turn her int' a fbw ! 

So fimple were thofe times, when a grave fage 
Could with an old-wife's tale inftruft the age. 
Teach virtue more fantaftic ways and nice, 155; 

Than ours will now endure t' improve in vice ; 
Made a dull fentence, and a moral fable. 
Do more than all our holdings -forth are able, 
A forc'd obfcure mythology convince, 
Beyond our worft infli6^ions upon fins ; x^o 

When an old proverb, or an end of verfe, 
CouJd more than, all our penal laws coerce,, 
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And keep men honefter than all our furies 

Of jailors, judges, conilables, and juries ; 

^iio wore converted then with an old'faying, 1^5 

Better than dl our preaching now, and praying. 

What fops had thefe been, had they liv*d with us, 

Whefe the beft reafon*s made ridiculous, 

And all the plain and fober things we fay, ^ 

By raillery are put befide their play ? if% 

For men are gi'own above all knowledge now, 

And what they 're ignorant of difdaip to know 5 

Engrofs truth (like Fanatics) underhand, 

And boldly judge before they underftand j. 

The felf-fame courfes equally advance 17 5 ; 

In fpiritual and carnal ignorance. 

And, by the fame degrees of confidence^ . 

Become impregnable again ft all fenfe $ . 

For, as they outgrew ordinances then. 

So would they now morality again. !!• 

flThough Drudgery and Knowledge are of kin, 

And both defcended from one parent. Sin, 

And therefore feldom have teen known to part. 

In tracing out the ways of Truth and Art, 

Yet they have north-weft pafFages to fteer. 1S5 

;A ftibrt way to it, without pains or care : 

For, as implicit faith is far more ftiff 

Than that which underftands,its own belief, 

So thofe that think, and do but think they know. 

Are far more obftinate than thofe that do, 19*^ 

'And more averfe thain if they 'ad ne'er been taught 

A wrong way, to a right one to be. brought 5 . 
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Take boldnefs upon credit beforehand. 

And grow too pofitive to underftand ; 

Believe themfelves as knowing and as famous, t^ 

As if their gifts had gotten a mandamus^ 

A bill of ftore to take up a degree. 

With all the learningto it, cuftom-free. 

And look as big for what they bought at Court, 

As if they *ad done their exercifes for *t. io# 

S A T I R E 

UPON GAMING. 

TT7 HAT fool would trouble fortune moiv^ 

^ ^ When Ihe has been too kind before.^ 
Or tempt her to take back again 
What flie had thrown away in vain, 
By idly venturing her good graces « 

To be difpos'd of by amcs-aces j 
Or fettling it in truft to ufcs 
Out of his power, on trays and deuceta 
To put it to the chance, and try, ^ 

r th' ballot of a box and dye, tf^ 

Whether his money be his own. 
And lofe it, if he be o'erthrown-j 
As if he were betj-ay'd, and fet 
By his own ftars to every cheat. 

Or wretchedly condemned by Fate ^f.^ 

T© throw dice for his own eftate^ 

As 
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As mutineers, by fatal doom. 
Do for their lives upon a drum ? 
For what lefs influence can produce 
9b great a monfter as a choufe, 20 

Or any two-leggM thing poirefs- 
With fuch a Ifrutilh fottiihnefs ? 
Unlefs thofe tutelary (burs, 
Intruded by aftrologers 

To have the charge of man, combined" 2^5 

To ufe him in the felf-fame kind ; 
As thofe that help'd them to the truft,.. 
Are wont to deal with others juft.. 
For to become fo fadly dull 

And ftupid, as to fine for gull 3jP 

(Not as, in cities, to V excus'd,^. 
But to be judg'd fit to be us'd), . 
That whofoe'er.can draw it in 
Is fure inevitably t' win. 

And, with a curs'd half-witted fatej,. 35 

To grow more dully defperate. 
The more His made a common prey^? 
And cheated foppilhly at play. 
Is their condition j Fate betrays 

To folly firft, and then deftroys«^ 40 . 

For what but miracles can ferve 
So great a madnefs to preferve. 
As his, that ventures goods and chattels-* 
(Where there's no quarter given) in battlesj^ 
And fights with money-bags as bold^ 4i5 

As men with fand-ba^^s did of old i^ 

FuU. 
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Puts lands, and tenements, and ftocks^ ^ 

Into a paltry juggler's box ; 

And, like an aldemsan of Gotham^ 

Embarketh in fo vile a bottom ; j^ 

Engages blind and renfclefs hap 

^Gainft high, and low, and flur, and kna|p 

(As Tartars with a man of ftraw 

Encounter lions hand to paw) 5 

With thofe that never venture more j| 

Than they had fafely* inAirM before ; 

Who, when they knock the box, and fhake^ 

Do, like the Inilian rattle-fnake. 

But ftrive to ruin and deftroy 

Thofe that miftake it for fair play j io 

That have their fulhams at command. 

Brought up to do their feats at hand $ 

That underftand their calls and knockll. 

And how to place themfelves i* th* box | 

Can tell the oddfes of all games, (^ 

And when to anfwer to their names 5 

And, when he conjures them t* appear. 

Like imps, are ready every where ; 

When to play foul, and when run fair 

(f)ut of defign) upon the fquare, ^ 

And let the greedy cully win. 

Only to draw him further in ; 

While thofe with which he idly playt 

Have no regard to what he fays. 

Although he jernre and blafpheme, 7^ 

When they mifcany, heaven and tb^m, * 

^ And 
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And damn his foul, and fwear, and curfe. 
And crucify his Saviour worfe 
Than thofe Jew-troopers that threw out^ 
When they were raffling for his coat j ^m 

Denounce revenge, as if they heard. 
And rightly underwood and fear'd. 
And would take heed another time. 
How to commit fo bold a crinW 5 
When the poor bones are innocent • J5 

Of all he did, or faid, or meant. 
And have as little fenfe, almoft. 
As he that damns them when he *a8 loffe; 
As if he had relyM upon 

Their judgment rather than his own | 50 

And that it were their fault, not his. 
That managM them himfelf amii¥. 
And gave them ill infku£Hon8 how 
To run, as he would have them do, 
^And then condemns them (illily ^ 

jPor having no more wit than be? 
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'iO RE AT famotis wit ! whafe rlcKand eafy vein^ 
^J Free, aiuVunu8\l to drudgery and pain^ 
Has all Apollo's treafure at command. 
And how good verfe is coi-n'd do'ft underftand ; 
In all Wit's combats mailer of defence ! 5 

Tell me, how doft thou pafs on rhyme and fenfe ? 
*Tis faid they' apply to thee, and in thy verfe 
Do freely range themfelves as volunteers, . 
And without pain, or pumping for a word;. 
Place themfelves fitly of their own accord. z0 

I, whom a loud caprich (for fome great crime 
I have committed) has condemn'd to rhyme. 
With flavifli obftinacy vex my brain 
To reconcile them, but, alas ! in vain. 
Sometimes I fet my wits uppix the rack> i^. 

And, when I would fay white, the verfe fays bl-ack | . 
When I would draw a brave, man to the life. 
It names fome (lave that pimps to his own wife. 
Or bafe poltroon, that would have fold his daughter. 
If iie had met with any to have bought her ^ i» 

Whett 
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\VJien I woyld praifc an author, the untowaid 

Damn'd fenfe, fays Virgil, but the rhyme — — j 

In fine, whatever I ftrive to bring about. 

The contrary (fpite of my heart) comes out. 

Sometimes, enrag'd for time and pains mifpent, 25. 

I give it over, tirM, and difcontent. 

And, damning the dull fiend a thoufand times. 

By whom I was poffefsM, forfwear all rhymes i 

But, having cursM the Mufes, they appear. 

To be reveng'd for 't, ere I am aware. %m 

^pite of myfelf, I (farait take fire again. 

Pall to my taik with paper, ink, and pen. 

And, breaking all the oaths I made, in vain 

From verfe to verfe expe£^ their aid again* 

But, if my Mufe or I were fo difcreet 3 J- 

3r endure, for rhymers fake, one dull epithet, , 

I might, like others, ^afiiy command 

Word^ without ftudy, ready and at hand. . 

In praifing Chloris, moons, and (lars, and fkiesy . 

Are quickly- made to match her face and eyes -« f» 

And gold and rubies, with as little care. 

To fit the .colour of her lips and hair 4 

And, mixing funs, and flowers, and pearl, and ftones,^. 

Make them fcrvjsall complexions at once. 

With 

'" .*Ver. ai.} Damn* dfenfei fays f^trgil, but the rhyme — i' 
This blank, and another at the dole of the Poem, th« 
Author evidently cliofe fhould be fupplied by the rea-r 
der. It is not my buiinefs, therefore, to deprive hiiai 
of that fatisfadion« 
Vpl. II. R ' 



24« BUTLER'S POEMS. 

With thefe fine fancies, at hap-hftzsR'd writy 45 

I could make verfes vnthout art or wit» 

And, (hifting forty times the irerb and no«i» 

With ftorn impertinence patch up mine own ; 

But in the choice of words my fcrapulous wit 

Is fearful to pafs onie that is unfit ; 50 

Nor canendm-e to fill up & void place. 

At a line*s end, with one infipid p^Hrafe | 

And, therefore, when I fcribbk twenty tiincVy 

When I have written four, I Mot two rhymes. 

May he be damnM who firft found out that cmttb, 55 

T^ imprifon and confine his thoughts in veric | 

To hang fo dull a clog upon his wit, 

And make his reafon to his rhyme fubmit f 

Without this plague, I freely might hare ipent 

My happy -days witli leifure and content $ $9 

Had nothing in the world to do or think. 

Like a fat prieft, but whore, and eat, and drink | 

Had p3f^ my time as pleafantly away. 

Slept dl the night, and loiter'd all the day. 

My foul, that ^s free from care, Bnd fear, and hope, (5 

Knows how to make her own ambition iloop^ 

T* avoid uneafy greatnefs and refort. 

Or for preferment following the Court. 

How h^ppy had I been if, for a curfe. 

The Fates had never fentenc'd me to verfe I 70 

But, ever fmce this peremptory vein, • 

With refHefs frenzy, firfl pofTefs'd my bnm). 

And that the devil tempted me, in fpite 

Of my own happincfs, to judge and Mrrite» 

Shut 
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%hVLt Up againft my will, I wafte my age 75 

In mending this, and blotting out that page» 

And gro« fo woiry of the flavUh tra(|«^ 

I envy their condition that write bad. 

O happy Scudery { wjiofe ^afy quill 

Can, once a month, a mighty volume fill $ !• 

FoJCy though thy works ais written in defpitf 

Of all good fenfe, impertinent and flight, 

They never have been known to (land in need 

Of ftationec to feU, mt fbt to^read { 

For, fo the rhyme be at the verfe's end^ t$ 

No matter whither all dxe reft does tend. 

Unhappy is that man who, ipit,e of ^s keart» 

Is forcM to be ty'd up to rules of art. 

A fop that fcribbles does it with delight, 

Takes no pains to coniider what to writei 9* 

But, fond of all the nonfenfe lie brings forth» 

Is ravifh'd with his own great wit and worth i 

\yhile bi*ave and adble writers vauUy (fariye 

To fuch a height of gUry to arrive ; 

But, ftill with all they do uoTadsfy'd, 95 

Ne'er pleafe themfelves, though ^1 th^ w«rl4 befide i 

And thofe whom all mankin4 admire for wit^ 

Wiffli, for their own fakes, they had never writ. 

Thou, then, that feeft how ill I fpend my time, 

T^ach me, for pity, how to make a rhyme s loo 

And, if ^' inlhru6lions chance to prove in vain> 

Teach — -*• bow Bc*er to write ligain^ 
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S A T I RE. 

O N O U H 

RIDICULOUS IMITATION OF THE FRENCH; 



WHO would not rather get !iim gone 
Beyond th' intolerableft zone. 
Or fteer his paflage through thofe feas 
That burn in flames, or thofe that freeze. 
Than fee one nation go to fchool, j 

And learn of another, like a fool ? 
To ftudy all its tricks and fafhions 
With epidemic aflfeftations. 
And dare to wear no mode or drefs. 
But what they in their wifdom pleafe j t^ 

As monkies are, by being taught 
To put on gloves and ftoc kings, caught j 
Submit to all that they drtnfe, 
As if it wore their liveries ; 

Make 

. Ver. X.] The objeft of this fatire was thatextrava^ 
gant an.d ridiculous imitation of the French which piie-- 
vailed in Charles the Second's reign, partly owing to 
the connexion and ir^.rcourfe "which the politics of 
thole times obliged us to have with that nation, and 
partly to our eager deiire of avoiding the formal and 
frecife gravity of the hypgcriUicai age that preceded. 



ON IMITATING THE^ FRENCH. i^f 
^ake ready* and drefs th* imaginatioii, 15 

Kot with the clothes, but with the fa(hion i 
And change it, to fulfil the curfe 
Of Adam^s fall, for new, though worfe | 
To make their breeches fall and rife 
From middle legs to middle thighs, t« 

The tropics between which the hofe 
Move always as the fafhion goes : 
Sometimes wear hats like pyramids, 
And fometimes flat, like pipkins* lids ; 
^ith br9ad brims, fometimes, like umbrellas, i^ 

And fometimes narrow* as Punchinello*8 : 
In coldeft weather go unbrac'd. 
And clofe in hot, as if th* were lac*d ^ 
Sometimes with ileeves and bodies wide. 
And fometimes ftraiter than a hide : .^o 

Wear peruques, and with falfe grey hairs 
Difguife the tnie ones and their, years ; 
That, when they 're modilh, with the young 
The old may feon fo in the throng : 
rAnd, as fome pupils have been known 3^ 

In time to put their tutors down. 
So ours are often found to *ave got 
More tricks than ever they were taught ; 
With fly intrigues and artifices 

|UXurp their poxes and their vices ; 40 

With garnitures upQn their flioes. 
Make good their claim to gouty toes j 
By fudden ftarts, and flinigs, and groanSf 
Pretend to aches in.th^r bones, 
r. R 3 T# 
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To fcabs and b^tMM^ and lay traitis 41 

To prove fhiek miming of the feias | 
And, left they (houl<l fiiem deilitiitt 
Of any mange that *f in tepvute. 
And be behind hand with the mode^ 
Will fwear to cryftallin and tode j ^# 

And, that they may not lofe tiieir rigk^ 
Make it appear how they caoM by ^t s 
Bifdain the country where they^ \i^re bof% 
As baftards their own mothers fitom^ 
And that which brought them forth conttmo, 55 

' As it deferves, for bearing them i 
Admire whatever they find abl;ofiid| 
But nothing here, though e*er ib giDod t ^ 
Be natives whcrefoe^er they come» 
And only foreigners at home $ 4# 

To which they' appear &> far eArangM^ 
As if they 'ad been i\ th' cradle clttmg'd^ 
Or from beyond the ieas convey'd 
By witches — not born here, b«t laid ; 
Or by outlandilk fkhers w«re (f 

Begotten on their nMthers here. 
And therefore juftly flight that nation 
Where they *Te fo mongrel a relation } 
And feek out other tlimatea, where 
They may degenerate leii t^tat here ^ ^ 

As woodcocks, when their ptnmet aregiowtty 
Borne on the wind'n wiags and their own, 
Forfake the ^onntriet where they *re batchM, 
And fcek out others to. be catd^'d i 
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So they more nattirally may pleife 7^ 

And humour theif own geniuies> 

Apply to all things which they fee 

With their owii fancies beft agree j 

No matter how ridiculou*^ 

*Tt$ all one, if it be in ufe>} 89 

For nothing can be bad or good» 

But as His in or out of mode i 

And, as the nations are that ufe it. 

All ought to pra6life or refufe it j 

T' obferve their poftures, move, and flaad« S5 

As they give out the word o' command j 

To learn the duUeft of their whims» 

And how to wear tbdr vefy limUs j^ 

To turn and manage eveiy part. 

Like puppets^ by their rules of art} ^ 

To (hrug diicreetly, a^^, and tread > 

And politicly (hake the head. 

Until the ignorant (that guefs 

At all things by th' appearances) 

To fee how Art and Nature ftrive, 5^ 

Believe them really alive, 

And that they *re very mea, not things 

That move by puppet-work, and fprings | 

When truly all, their fe*ts have beca 

As. well perform^ by motictn-men, 901^ 

And the worft drolU of Punchinellos 

Were much th' ingenioufcr fellofws 5 

For, when they 're perfe6l m their kiToit^ 

Th' hypotheils gr^wt out q£ feafon^ 

R 4. 'An4, 
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And) all their labour loft, they ^re fain ■ if5 

To learn new, and begin again i 

To talk eternally and loud. 

And all together in a crowd, i 

No matter what j for an the noife 

No man minds what another fays i iio 

T* aflume a confidence beyond 

Mankind, for folid and profound, 

And ftill, the lefs and lefs they know» 

The greater dofe of that allow : 

Decry all things ; for to be wife 1-115 

Is not to know, but to defpife; 

And deep judicious confidence 

Has flill the odds of wit and lienfe, 

And can pretend a title to 

F^r greiiter things than they can do t iso 

T' adorn their Englifti with French fcraps^ 

And give their very language claps y 

To jernic rightly, and renounce 

I* th* pure and moft appro vM -of tones. 

And, while they idly think t* enrich, 1^5 

Adulterate their native fpeech : 

For, though to imatter ends of Greek 

Or Latin be the rhetorique 

Of pedants counted, and vain-glonous, 

^Fo fmatter French is meritorious $ 130 

And to forget their mother-tongue. 

Or purpofely to fpeak it wrong, 

A hopeful fign of parts and wit. 

And that they' improve and benefit } 

r ■ As 
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As thofe that have been taught amift 1^5^ 

In liberal arts and fciences, 

Muft all the^r 'ad learnt before in vaia 

Forget quite, and begin again. 

S A T I R E 

DRUNKENNESS. 



•'"l^ I S pity wine, which Nature meant 

-^ To man in Icindnefs to prefent. 
And gave him kindly^ to carefs 
And cheriih his frail happinefs j 
Of equal virtue to renew -§ 

His wearyM mind and body too $ 
Should (like the cyder-tree in Eden, 
Which o|iJy grew to be forbidden) 
No fooner come to be enjoy'd, 
Jbit th' owner 's fatally deftroy^d j 
And that which- flic for good defign'd , t # 

Becomes the ruin of mankind. 
That for a little vain excefs 
Runs out of all its happinefs, 

A^d makes the friend /of Truth and Love 15 

Their grcateft adycrfary proye J 

T* abufe 
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"Pabufe a bleffing fiic beftow*d 

So truly^ elTential to his good. 

To countervail his penfire cares> 

And flavifh drudgery o£ affairs | ■ %^ 

To teach him judgment, wit, and fcnCe^ 

And, more than all thefe, confideuce j 

To pafs lu8 tinves of recreation 

In choice and noble converfation^ 

Catch truth and reafon unawares, 25 

As men do health in wholefome airs 

(While fools their converfajits poiFcfs 

As unawares with fottifhnefs) ; 

To gain accefs a private way 

To man's beft fenfe, by its own key, 30 

Which painful judgers ftrive in rain 

By any other courfe t' obtain 5 

To pull off all difguife, and view 

Things as they 're natural and true j ^ 

JDifcover fools and knaves, allow'd j j 

For wife and honefl in the crowd; 

With innocent and virtuous (port 

Make ihort days long, and long ntghts (tort. 

And mirth, the only antidote 

Againft difeafes ere they 're got ; 49 

To fave health harml«fs from th* accefs 

Both of the medicine and dileaft j 

Or make it help itfelf, fecure 

Againft the defperat'ft fit, the cure* 

All thefe fublime prerogativet ^j> 

Of happinefs to human liret^ 

fit 



He vainly throws away «nd flightt. 
For madnefsy noife, and bloodiy fightt $ 
When nothing can diteid^, but f«ord» 
And pots, the right or wrong ol w«rdf» 5# 

Like princes' titlct ; aait he *s otitMl 
The juftice of his ^soft thait H routed. 
No fooner has a charge been fitilndcd 
With— ^0if of a ^h§r^ and i>^mk^d amfmmdedt 
And the bold fignal giveiiy the lye^ 5} 

But inftantly the bottles fly. 
Where cups and glaHes are fmall iliot. 
And cannon-ball a pewter-pot : 
That bloody that *s hardly in the roiii^ 
If now remanded back i^ain ; ife . 

Though fpriing from wine of the (kme picea^ 
And near a- kin, within degrees, 

Strives to commit afTaiinatiORe 

On its own natural relations \ 

And thofe twin-fpirits, fo kiad-hearted, Cj 

That from their friemds fo lately parted. 

No fooner feveral ways an goiie> 

But by themfelves are hi iipon, 

Surpriz'd like btfotlier againft brothef, 

And put to th' fword by one anotber s {f« 

So much more fierce are civil ware. 

Than thofe between mere foreigners t 

And man himfelf, with wine peflfeft. 

More favage than the wildeft beat! 

For ferpcnts, when they meet to wattf, 75 

Lay by their poiibi) and their mtort | 

An4 
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And fierceft creatures^ that repaii^ 
In thirfty deferlBy • to^their rare 
And diftant rivers* banks to drink* 
fv^ love and c\q£e alliance link) '!• 

Xnd from their mixture of ftraage (eedc 
Produce new, never-heard-of breeds. 
To whom the fiercer unicorn 
Begins a large health with his horn } 
As cuckolds put their antidotes » 'f 5 

^hen they drink coffee, into th* pots s 
While man, with raging drink inflam>df 
Is far more favage and untamed $ 
Supplies his lofsof wit and fenft 
jiyith barbaroufnefs and-infolence; )• 

Believes l^fclf, the lefs he *s abb* 
The more heroic and formidable $ 
Lays-by his reafon in his bowls. 
As Turks are faid to do their fouls, 
XS^til it has fo„ often been '95 

Shut out of it^ lodging, and let in. 
At length it never c^ attain 
To find the right way back again | 
Drinks all his time away, and prunes 
^he end of *s life, as vignerons ^flO 

Cfut ihort the branches of a vine. 
To make it bear more plenty o* wine | 
And that which Nature did intend 
T' enlarge his life, perverts t' its end. 
, , So Noah, when he anchored fafe on 7e| 

The mountain*! top, his lofty haven* 



And 



And all the paflengers he bore 

Were on the new world fet a(hore> 

He made it next his chief defign 

fFo plant and propagate a vine | %ti 

Which fince has ovcrwhelm'd and drownVt 

Far greater numbers, on dry ground. 

Of wretched mankind, one by one^ 

Than all the flood before had done. 

SATIRE 

UPON MARRIAGE. 



« 



SURE marriages- were never fo well fitted. 
As when to matrimony? men were committed^ 
Like thieves by jiiftices) and -to a wife 
Bound, like to good4)ehaviour, during life t 
B' r then *twas but a civil contrail made ^ 

Betvveen two partners that fet^p a trade | ' 

And if both faird, there was no confcience 
Kor faith invaded in the ftri6left fenfe ^ 
No canon of the church, nor vow, was broke 
When men. did frecftheir gailM necks from the yoke|< 
But when they tir'd, like other homed beafts, 
Minht have it taken, off, and take their re(lt» 
Without being bound in duty to ihew caufe^ 
Or reckon with divine or human lawp. 
* For iince, what ufe of matrimony* has been^ i$ 
But to make gallantry a. greater fia? . / 

At 
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As if there were no appetite nor guft» 

Below adultery, in modiih iuft ; 

Or no debauchery were «xqui|ite, 

Ufttil it has attain^'d its p«fe6t height* at 

For men do new take wife^ Co aobltr ends. 

Not to bear childrfAt jbvit to bear them &ieii4g | 

Whom nothing can oblige at fueh a rate 

As thefe endearing «|ices of late. 

For men are now grown wife, and underftand S5 

How to improve their crimes ^ well as land | 

Andy if they Ve iCue, make the infants pay 

Down for their own begetting on the day. 

The charges of the goffiping dilburie. 

And pay beforehand (ere they ^re born) the nurie| 3a 

As he that got a monftcr on a cow. 

Out af dofign af fetdag up a fliow. 

For why fliould aat the brats for ail acoaftuit^ 

As well as for ^ duriftemng at the ^oucit, 

When thofe that ibind for them lay xkmai the nat 35 

O* th* banquet axid the pricll in fpoons and jpiata ^ 

The anciant JUaMiie made the <ftate aUosr 
For getting all men's dnidren aAiove two t 
Then mafiied men, to propagate the i>reed, 
^d ffctat sewards for what they never did> 4A 

Were privileged, and inghly honaurM top, - 
For ownii^ what their fiiends wtve fain to ikT; . . 
For fo they *ad ichtldren, they regaitkd not 
By whom (good nira)^ or iiaw, ^ey were bcgoC* 
To borcow wiares (iike aooney) or to knd» 45 

Was then the civil ofiot of a liri<ad» 
« V 3 Aad 
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And he that made a fcraple in the cafe 

Was held a miferable wretch and bafe $ 

For whea they 'ad children ^ them, xbL* honeft men 

Jletum'd them to their hufl>andt back again. y^ 

Then* for tk* encouragement and propagation 

Of fuch a great concernment to the natioB, 

All peo[^e were fo full of con^lacefioe. 

And civil duty to the {mWit; lenfe, 

Tliey had «• -imme t* -exprds a cuckoM then^ 55 

But that which fignified all narried men } , 

Mor was the thing accounted a difgrace, 

Unlefs among the dirty populace, 

And no man underftands on what acoooilt 

I^fs civil nations after hit upon ^ s 4tt 

For to be known a c\ickold can be no 

Diihonour but to him that '^mks it ^fe f 

For if he feel no chagrin or remorfei 

His forehead 's (hot-free, and he *s ne*er tfie worCc : 

For horns (^ehomy calloufes) are found €k 

To grow on fcuUs that ha^ reoeivM a wound. 

Are crackt, and bvoken ) not at all on thofc 

That are invutneraue -and hot from blovFS. 

What a brave time liad xnickokl-makert thm. 

When they w^<e held the worthieft of men, 79 

The real fathers of the commonwealth. 

That planted colonies in Rome itfelf 1 

When he that lielp'd lus neighbours, and bqfst 

Moft Romans, was che ocdtlcft patriot ! 

For if a Brave man, tioEt pieftrv'd from deadi j$ 

One citizen, was hausm^d wildk ^wamf^ 

He 
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He that more gallantty got three or four. 

In reafon muft deferve a great deal more. . 

Then, if thofe glorious worthies of old Rome^ ■ 

^That civilized the world they *ad OTercome, St 

And taught it laws and learning, found thU way 

The beft to ^ave their empire from decay^ . 

Why fhould not.thefe, that bonow all the- worths 

They have from them, not take this lefibn forth, 

^t children^ friends, and.honour too, and money, t^- 

By prudent managing of matrimony ? 

For, if 'tis honourable by all confeft. 

Adultery miiil be worihipful at leafl. 

And thefe times great, when private men are come 

Pf to the height and politic of Rome. . ^ 

All by-blows were not only free-born then. 

But, like John Lilburn, free-begottea^meiiri , 

Had equal right and privilege with thefe 

That claim by title right of .the four ieas : . 

For, being in marriage born, it matters not 95 

After what liturgy they were begot ; 

And if there be a difference, they have 

Th' advantage of the chance in proving brave, , 

By being.engender'd with moi% life an4 force^ 

Xban thofe begotten the dull way of course* aof 

The Chinefe place all piety and zeal 
In ferving with their wives the commonweal j 
Fix all their hopes of merit and f^lvation 
Upon their women*s fupererogation $ 
^ith folemn vows their wives and daughters bind« 1^5 
Like Eve in j^acadiie^ to.aU mankind | 
: .: And 
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And thofe that can produce the moft gallants. 

Are held the precioufeft of all their faints i 

Wear rofiyies abiout their necks, to con 

Their exercifes of devotion on ^ i lO 

That f(|rve them for certificates, to ihow 

With what vaft numbers they have had to do i 

Before they *re marryM, make a confcience 

T' omit no duty of incontinence 5 

And (he that has been oiteneft proftitutcd, 115; 

Is worthy of the greateft match reputed. 

3ut, when the conquering Taitar went about 

Tt root this orthodox religion out, 

They ftood for confcience, and refolvM to die. 

Rather than change the ancient purity 129. 

Of that religion, which their anceftors 

And they had profper'd in fo many years § 

Vow'd to their gods to facrifice their lives. 

And die their daughters martyrs, and their wives, . 

B^foi:e they would commit fo great a fin 115^ 

Againft the faith they had been bred up in. 
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S A T I R E 

UPON PLAGIARIES*. 

WHY fliould the world be fo averfc 
To plagiary privateers. 
That all men's fenfe and fancy feize. 
And make free prize of what they pleafe ? 
As if, becaufe they huff and fwell, | 

Like pilferers, full of what they fteal. 
Others might equal power aflfume, 
To pay them with as hard a doom ; 
To (hut them up, like beafts in pounds. 
For breaking into others' grounds ; xo 

'Mark them with chara6l:ers and brands. 
Like other forgers of men's hands, 

And 

• It is not improbable but that Butler, in this (atire, 
•or fneering apology for the plagiary, obliquely hints at 
Sir John Denham, whom he ha« dire£lly attacked in a 
preceding poem. 

Butler was not pleafed with the two firft lines of this 
compoiition, as appears by his altering them in the 
margin, ^hus : 

Why fliould the world be fo fcvcre 
To every fmall-wit privateer ? 
And indeed the alteration is much for the better ; but, 
as it would not conne6l grammatically with what fol- 
low<« I did not think proper tt -adopt it. 
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And in effigie hang and draw 

The poor delinquehts l)y club-la\V, 

When no indiftment jtiftly lies, 15 

Btll where the theft will bear a price. 

For tiiough wit never can be learn'd, 
It may b** afliimM, and own^d, and earn'*cl» 
And) like our nobleft fruits, improvM, 
By 'being tranfplantcd and remov''d i %o 

And, as it bears lio certain rate, 
•Nor pays one penny to the ftate, 
With which it turns no more t' account 
Than virtue, faith, and merit 's wont{ 
If neither moveable nor rent, 15 

Nor chattel, goods, nor tenement, 
Nor was it ever pafsM V entail. 
Nor fettled upon heirs -male j 
Or if it were, like ill-got land. 

Did never fall t' a fecond hand ; 30 

So 'tis no more to be engrofs'd 
Than funftiine, or the air inclos'd. 
Or to propriety confined. 
Than th' uncontrol'd and ftatter'd wind. 

"JPor why flioifld that which Nature meait 35 

To owe its being to its vent 5 
That has no value of its own. 
But as it is divulgM and known ; 
Is perifliable and dcftroyM, 

As long as it lies unenjoy'd ; 4.» 

Be fcantcd of that libei*al ufe, 
Which all mankind is free to chufe, 

Sa A«a 
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And idly hoarded where 'twas bred, 

Inftead of being difpersM ^nd fpread ? 

And, the more lavi(h and profufe, 45; 

*Tis of the nobler general ufe j 

As riots, though fupplyM by fteajth. 

Are wholefome to the commonwealth^ . 

And men fpend freelier what they winy . 

Than what they 'ave freely coming in. 50 • 

The world 's as full of curious wit^ . 
Which thofe that father never writ. 
As 'tis of baftards, which the fot 
And cuckold owns that ne'er begot f .. 
Yet pafs as well as if the one 55 : 

And th' other bye-blow were their owa. . 
For why (hould he that 's impotent 

To judge, and fancy, and invent,. 

For that impediment be ftopt 

To own, and challenge, and adopt, . (• 

At leaft th' exposM and fatherlefs 

Poor orphans of tlie pen and prefs, 

Whofe parents are obfcure, or dead. 

Or in far countries bom and bred ? 
As none but kings have power to raifc ij. 

A levy, which the fubjeft pays. 

And though they call that tax a loan. 

Yet when 'tis gathered 'tis their own 5. 

So he that 's able to impofe 

/^ wit-excife on verfe or pro(c, 70^ 

And ftill, the abler authors are. 

Can make them pay the greater (hsurc. 
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' Is prince of poets of his timfe. 
And they his vaflTals that fiipply' him } 
'Can judge more juifly"" 6f what he takes 75 

Than any of the beft he makes. 
And more impartially concdive 
What 's fit to chufe, and what to leave. 
For men refleft more ftriftly' upon 
The fcnfe of others than their own ; go 

And wit, that 's" made of wit and fleight, 
- Is richer than the plain downright : 
As fait, that 's made of fait, 's more fine. 
Than when it firft came from the brine j 
And fpirits of a nobler nature S5 

'Drawn from the dull ingredient matter. 

Hence mighty Virgil *8 faid, of old, 
' From dung to have extrafled gold 
(As many a lout and fil)y clown 
'By his inftru6lions fince has done) f 50 

And grew more lofty by that mcafts. 
Than by his livery-oats and beans. 
When from his carts and country farm& 
• He rofe a mighty man at arms ; 
To whom th' Heroics ever fmce 55 

»Have fworn allegiance, ^s their prince, 
And faithfully have in all times 
'Obferv'd his cuftoms in thefr rhymes. 

'Twas counted learning once, and wit. 
To void but what fome authof writ, io« 

And what men underftood by fotc, 
By as implicit fenfe to quote : 

S 3 Then 
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Then many a magifterial clerk 

Was taught, like flng'ing-birds^ i' th' darJc^ 

And underflood as much of things, 145 

As th^ ableft blackbird what it fings- ; 

And yet was honourM and renown'd 

For grave, and £blid, and profound. 

Then why fhould thofe who pick andchufe 

The beft of all the belt compofe, xio 

And Join it by Mofaic art. 

In graceful order, part to part,. 

To make the whole in. beauty fuit^ 

Not merit as complete repute 

As thofe who with lefs art and pains. 115. 

Caii do it with their native brains. 

And make the home-fpun bufmefs fit 

As freely with their mother wit j 

Since, what by Nature was dcny'd. 

By art and induftiy *s fupply'd, UA 

Both which are more our own,, and bravCx 

Than all the alms that Nature gave ? 

For what w* acquire by pains and art 

Is only due t* our own defert ; 

While all th* endowments (he confers. 125 

Are not fo much our own as.her^s. 

That, like good fortune^ luiawares 

Fall not t' our virtue, but our ihares,. 

And all we can pretend to merit 

We do not purchafe, but inherit. ij* 

Thus all the greaf ft inventions,, when. 
They firft were found out^ were fo- meant. 

That 
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That th' authors of them are unknown. 
As little things they fcorn'd to own 5 
rUhtil by men of nobler thought 135 

Th* were to their ftill perfeftion brought. 
This proves that Wit does but rough-hew. 
Leaves Art to poliih and review j 
And that a wit at fecond-hand 

Hiis greateft interell and command ; X40 

For to improve, difpofe, and judge, 
Is nobler than f invent and drudge.. 

Invention 's humorous and nice. 
And never at command applies ; 

Drfdains t* obey the proudeft wit, 145 

Unlefs it chance to b' in the fit 
(Like prophecy, that can prefage 
Succefles of the tateft age, 
Yet is not able to tell when 

ft next (hall prophefy again) ^ 159, 

Makes all her fuitors courfe and wait. 
Like a proud minifter of (late, 
And, when (he 's ferious, in fome freak. 
Extravagant, and vain-, and weak. 
Attend her filly lazy pkafure, 155 

Until (he chance to be at leifure 5 
When 'tis more eafy to fteal wit : 
To clip, and forge, and counterfeit. 
Is both the bufmefs and delight. 

Like hunting- fports, of thofe that write j i.$». 

For thievery is but one fort. 
The leai:ncd fay, o{ hunting- fport,. 

S 4 Henct 
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Hence *ti8 that Tome, who fet up firft 
As raw, and wretched, and unverft. 
And opened with a ftock as poor 1I.5 

As a healthy beggar with one fore j 
That never writ in profe or verfe. 
But pickM, or cut it, like a purfe. 
And at the beft could but commit 
The petty-larceny of wit } tfO 

To whom to write was to purloin. 
And printing but to ftamp falfe coin ; 
Yet, after long and fturdy* endeavours 
Of being painful wit-receivers. 
With gathering rags and fcraps of wit, 175 

As paper *s made on which *tis writ. 
Have gone forth authors, and acquirM 
The right — or wrong — to be admir'dj 
And, arm'd with confidence, incurred 
The fooPs good luck, to be preferred. sS^ 

For, as a banker can diipofe 
Of greater fums he only owes. 
Than he who honeftly is known 
To deal in nothing but his own. 
So, whofoe^r can take up moft, 1%^ 

Maygreateft fame and credit boaft. 
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S A T I R E, 

IN TWO PARTS, 

Upon the Imperfeflion and Abnfe of 
HUMAN LEARNINGS* 

PART I. 

^T is the nbfflcft a£^ of human reaftm» 
JL To free itfelf from flavifli prepofldfion, 

AiTune 

* In the large General Di£iionary» or Bayle^s en- 
larged by Mr. Semard, Birch, and X^KJuaan, we are 
told by the learned editors, under the article Hudibratf 
that they were perfonally informed by the late Mr. Lon«> 
gueviile. That amongfi the eeniiine remains of Butler, 
which were in his hands, mere was a poem, entitled 
ne Hijiovy of Learning, — To the fame purpofe is the 

^following paflage, cited from Tb£ Poetical Reg^er^Yoh 
il. p. 21. — "In juftice to the public, it is though 
" proper to declare, that all the manufcripts Mr. But- 
** ler left behind him ane now in the cuftody of Mr. 
** Longueville (amon^ which is one, entitled ne Hifto" 
** fy of Learnings wntten after the manner of Hudi- 
<f bras) aiid that not one line of thofe poems lately 

' M publiflied under his4iarae?is genuine.** 

As thefe authorities muft have given the world rea« 
£bn to expe£^, in this Work, a poem of this fort, it be« 
comet necefiaMFy ^ me 4o inform ihe pvbUc— that But- 

. ler* 
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Aflumc the legal right to difengage 

From all it had qontrafbd under age,. . 

And not its ingenuity and wit, 5 

To all it was imbued with firft;^ fubmit | 

Take 

ler did meditate a pretty long fatire upon the imperfec- 
tion and abufe of Human Learning ; but that he only 
finiihed this firft part of it, though he- ha» left very 
€onfide)rable and interefting fragments of the remainder^ 
fome of which I Aiall fubjoin. 

The Poet's plan feems to.- have confifted of two 
parts ; the firft, which he has executed, is to expofe 
the defe£ls of human learning — from'tlie wron|r rt^ 
thods of education — from the natural iiiiper£c6bon tf 
the human mind— and from that over-eagemefs of men 
to know things above the reach of human capacity.— 
The fecond, as far as one can Judge by the Remains^ 
and intended parts of it, was to have exiemplified what 
he has aflertCKl in the firft ; and ridiculed and fatirized 
the different In^nehes of human learning, in chara^r 
rizing the philofopher, critic, orator, '&c, 

Mr. Lon^ueville might be led, by this^ into the mif-^ 
take of calling this work A Hiftory tf Leamii^\ or 
perhaps it might arife from Butler's having, in one 
plan, which he afterwards altered, begun with diefe 
two lines. 

The hiflory of learning is (b lame. 

That few can tell from wbrJULtat:fitft.tt came. 

"^hat has been faid will, I flatter myfclf, be-kfuffi** 
cknt apology for the printing an impeife^ worK,tf 
the many good things to be met with in it does nt 
make one unneceflfary. — However, for this reafon, I did 
not think fit to place it amongft his otjicr Satii!e«t.whieit 
ve perfe^ in their different ways» 
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Take true or falfe for better or for worfe. 
To have or t' hold indifferently of courfc. 

For Cuftora, though but ufhcF of the fchool^ 
Where Nature breeds the body and the foul» le 

Ufurps a greater power and inttreft 
O'er man, the heir of Reafon, than brute beaft. 
That by two different inffin£ts is led. 
Bom to the one, and to the other bred. 
And train? him up with rudiments more falfe x^ 

Than Nature does her ftupid animals ; 
And that 's one reafon why more care 's beftow'd 
Upon the body than the foul 's allowM, 
That is not found to uoderftand a«d know 
So fubtly a& the body 's found to grow. »• 

Though children^ without ftudy, pains, er thought^ 
Are languages and vulgar notions taught. 
Improve their natural talents without care,, 
And apprehend before they are aware,. 
Yet as all ffrangers never leave the tones 95 

They have been us'd of children to prQnouiice« 
So moft men's reafon never can outgrow 
The difcipline it firft received to know^ 
But renders words they firft began to cou^ 
The end of all that 's after to be knQwn,. ^ 

And fets the help of education back^ 
Worfe than, without it, man could ever lack j 
Who, therefore, finds the artificiarft fiools 
Have not been chang'd i* th* cradle, but the fchoolf ». 
Where error, pedantry, and affedhition, ^5 

Kun them behind-haad with, their educattooy. 

Ai4 
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.<And all alike arc taught poetic ra^» 
'•When hardly one *& fit for it in an age. 
No fooacr are ikt organs of the brain 
'iQgick to receiTe» and ftedfaft to retain^ *4f9 

>3eft Ju)owledges> but all -s laid out upon 
•Ketrieving of the durfe of Babylon ; 
To make confounded languages reftore 
« A greater drudgery than it barrM before i 
^ And therefore thofe imported ^m the Eaft, 45 

'^ Wheiie firft they were incurrM, are held the heft, 
■ Althtugh coRTcyM in worfe Arabian pothooks 
Than gifted tradefmen fcratch in fermon note-books ; 
Are really but pains and labour loft» 
And not worth half the drudgery they cofty ^ 

XJnleif, lik« rarities^ as they Ve been brought 
iFrom foreign climates, and as dearly bought, 
'When thofe- who 4iad no other but their own. 
Have all fucceeding eloquence outdone ; 
A* men that wfaik with one eye fee naore true, 55 

And takt Cheir aim much better, than with two : 
For, the more languages a man can fpeak. 
His talent has but fprung the greater leak i 
And, for the«rfduftry'he"*as fpent upon *t, 
Muft full as much'ibine odier way difcount. ^ 

The Hebrew, Chatdee, and the Syriac, 
I>o, like their letters, fet men*s reafon' back. 
And turn their wits, that ftrire to underftand it 
(Ubt thofe that write the charaaers) left-handed : 
Yet he that is Iwt able to exprefs 65 

No ienie at aH iitfertnd hmgaagef. 

Will 
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'Will pafs for leamcder than he that '• known 
To fpeak the ftrongeft reafon in kis owb. 

Thefe are, the modern arta of educUioiiy 
WitH all the learned of mankind in faiiioB# jm- 

B^t praftisM oply with the rod and whip> 
As riding-fchools inculcate horibmanihip } 
Or Romiih penitepts let out their ikint. 
To bear th^ penakiss of t>diert.' fuM : 
When letters, at the firft^ were me^atf^^ppfcly^ 75 
And only us'd to pais the. time away } 
When th' ancient Greeks and Rornani bad no ntme 
To exprefs a fchoc^ and playhouie, but the famej, 
Ahd in their languages, (0 long agone^ . 
To ftudy or beidle was all one $ f# 

For nothing moFO preferves-mcn in tk'eir vntty 
Than giving of them leave to play by fit* j 
In dreams to fport, and ramble with all fanckt^ 
And waking, little lefs- extravagances. 
The reft and recreation of tir'd thought, #5 

When 'tis run down with care and ovrnmronght^ 
Of which whoever does not freely take 
His conftant fliare, is never broad awake. 
And, when he wants an equal competence 
Of both recmits, abates as much of (knUsm jp^ 

Nor i s their education worfe defign'd 
llian Nature (in lier province) proves unkind t 
The greateft inclinations with the leaft 
Capacities are fatally pofleft, 

CondcmnM to drudge, and labour, and take p9uaf|, 95 
Without an equal coo^cnce of brains | 

3 ViMk 



\ 

^ BUTLER'S P O E M S. 

While thoff ihe has indiilgM in foul and body. 

Arc moft averfe to induftry and ftudy. 

And th* a£liv?ft fancies Aiare as loofe alloys, 

F0r want of. equal weight to coi]ntef|x>ile. t«« 

iSut when thofe great tonveniencies meet. 

Of equal judgraent, indufby, and wit. 

The one but ftriv.es the other to divert. 

While Fate and Cuftom in the feud take part. 

And fcholart, by prepufterous over-doing, xo| 

And under-judging, all their proje^b ruin $ 

Who, though the uaderftanding of mankind 

Within fo ftrait a compafs is confined, 

Difdain the limits Nature fets to bound 

Tb^ wit of man, and vainly rove beyond. ii« 

The braveft foldiers fcorn, until they Ve ^got 

Clofe to the enemy, to make a Ihot ; 

Yet great philofophers delight to ftretch 

Their talents moft at things beyond their reach, 

And proudly think t^ unriddle every caufe iij 

That Nature ufcs, by their own bye-laws j 

When *lis not only* impertinent, but rude. 

Where (he denies admiifion, to intrude ^ 

And all their induftry is but to err,. 

Unlefs they have free quarantine from her$ ii% 

Whence *tis the world the lefs has underftood. 

By ftrivinj; to know more than *tis allowed. 

For Adam, with the lofs of Paradife 
Bought knowledge at too defperate a price. 
And ever iince that miferable fate 115 

Learning did never coft an eafier rate ^ 

For 
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For, tkough the inioft divine and fovereign good 
That Nature has upon mankind beftowM, 
Yet it has prov'd a greater hindcrance 
Tio th* intereft:of truth than ignorance, 230! 

And therefore never bore fo high a value 
As when 'twas low, contemptible, and ihallow | 
Had academies, fchools, and colleges, 
Sndow'd for its improvement and increafe ; 
"Wkh pomp and (hew was introduc'd with maces, 135 
More than a Roman magiftrate had fafces ; 
Impower'd \iiath ftatute, privilege, and mandate, 
T' afTume an art, and after underftand it; 
Like bills of A^rt for taking a degree, 
Vfydt all the learning to it cuftom-free ; i4# 

And own profeflSon* which they never took 
So much delight in as to read one book : 
Like princes, had pi^erogative to give 
Convi£led malefactors a reprieve ; 
Aiid, having l^t a little paltry wit 241 

More than the world, reduc'd and govem'd it. 
But fcomM, as foon as 'twas but underftood. 
As better is a ipiteful foe to good. 
And now has nothing l^t for its fupport. 
But vhat the darkeil: times provided for 't. 159 

Man has a natural deflre to know. 
But th' one half is for intereft, th' other fliow t 
As fcriveners take more pains to learn the (leight 
Of making knots, than all the hands they write t 
So;;all his ftudy is, not to extend 15* 

The bounds of knowledge, but fome vainer end j 

T appear 
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T* appear and pais for learned, thougl^ bis daioi' 

Will hardly reach beyoad the empty same t 

For moft of thofe that drudge aad labovc.hard* , . 

Furniih their underftandings by the yaird, . sd 

As a French library by the whole, is,. 

So much an ell for quarto^s and for folios f, 

To which they are but indexes themielves. 

And underft^nd no further. than the ihflves^ 

But fmatter.with their titles and editians» i^i 

And place them in their. ClaiEcal partitnms j 

When all a ftudent knows of what be Kada • 

Is not in *s own«.but under general hea^P^ - 

Of common-places, not in iiis own p^wer, 

Bttt^like aJ^utchman's money, i* th* caators,. syc 

Where all he ean make of it at. the hefty 

Is hardly three per cent, for intereii: ;.. 

And whether he will ever get it out,. 

Into his own pofleflion, is a doubt i 

Ai&^s all books of paft and modem a^esy , tf < 

But reads no further than the title-pages. 

Only to con the authors* names by rote. 

Or, at the beft, thoTe of the books they quote. 

Enough to challenge intimate aoqua*ntaBse 

With all the Ijcarned Moderns and the Anctents* iSc 

As Roman noblcmeji were wont to gi:tet, 

And compliment the rabble in the ftreet. 

Had nomenclators in their trains, to claim < 

Acquaintance with the meaneft by his name,. 

And, by fo mean contemptible a bribe, %%> 

Tre[^nn*d the fuflftragcs of every tribe j 
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So learned men, by authors' names unknown, 
Have gain'd no fmall improvement to their own. 
And he 's efteem'd the learned'ft of all others. 
That has the largeft catalogue of authors. 190 

FRAGMENTS 

OF AN INTENDED 

SECOND PART 
OF THE FOREGOING SATIRE. 



M 



EN'S talents grow more bold and confident. 
The further they 're beyond their jult extent. 

As 

Thefe Fragments were fairly written out, and fev^ral. 
times, with feme little variations, tranfcribed by But- 
ler, but never connefted, or reduced into any regular 
form. They may be confidered as the principal parts, 
of a curious edifice, each fcparately fini(hed, but not 
united into one general defign. 

From thefe the reader itjay form a notion and to- 
lerable idea of our Author's intended fcheme j and 
will, I doubt not,. rcgr£t, with me, that he did not ap- 
ply himfelf to the finifhing of a fatire {o well fuited 
to his judgment and' particular turn q£ wit. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that fome parts of it 
ought to have been illuftrated with jiotes ; but as the 
printing an impcrfeft work may be judged, by fome 
readers of great delicacy, a fort of intrufion upon the 
public, I did not care to enhance the objeflion by clog- 
ging it with additional obfervations of my own». 

Vol. II. T 
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As fmatterers prove more arrogant and pert. 
The lefs they truly underfland an art j 
And, where they 've leaft capacity to doubt. 
Are wont t' appear moft peremptory and ftout } 
While thofe that know the raathematic lines 
Where Nature all the wit of man confines ; 
And when it keeps within its bounds, and where 
It afts beyond the limits of its fphere ; 
Enjoy an abfoluter free command 
O'er all they have a right to underftand. 
Than thofe that falfely venture to encroach 
Where Nature has deny'd them all approach. 
And ftill, the more they ftrive to underftand. 
Like great cftates, run furtheft behind-hand j 
Will undertake the univerfe to fathom. 
From infinite down to a fingle atom ; 
Without a geometric inftrument. 
To take their own capacity's extent 5 
Can tell as eafy how the world was made, 
As if they 'ad been brought up to the trade. 
And whether Chance, Necefllty, or Matter, 
Contriv'd the whole eftablifhment of Nature -j 
When all their wits to underftand^the world 
Can never tell why a pig's tail is curl'd. 
Or give a rational account why fifti. 
That always ufe to drink, do never pif«. 
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WHAT mad fantaftic gambols have been playM 
By th' ancient Greek forefathers of the trade, 
That were not much inferior to the freaks 
Of all our lunatic fanatic fefts ! 
The firft and bcft philofopher of Athens 
Was crackt, and ran ftark-ftaring mad with patftnee, 
And had no other way to (hew his wit, 
"But when' his wife was in her fcolding-fit j 
Was after in the Pagan inquifition, 
And fufFerM martyrdom for no religion. 
Next him, his fcholar, driving to expel 
All poets his poetic commonweal, 
Exil'd himfelf, and all his followers. 
Notorious poets, only bating verfe. 
The Stagyrite, unable to expound 
The Euripus, leapt into 't, and was drown'd : 
So he that put his eyes out, to confider 
And contemplate on natural things the fteadier, 
Did but himfelf for idiot convince. 
Though reverenc'd by the learned ever fincc, 
Empedocles, to be efteem'd a god. 
Leapt into ^tna, with his fandals fliod : 
That being blown out, difcover'd what an af« 
The great philofopher and Juggler was. 
That to his own new deity facrific'd, 
^And was himfelf the viftim and the prieft. 
The Cynic coined falfe money, and, for fear 
Qf being hang'd for 't, turnM philofopher j 
Yet with his lantern went, by day, to find 
One honeft man i' th* heap of all mankind | 

Ti An 
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An idle freak he needed not have done,, 

If he had known himfelf to be but one. 

With fwaims of maggots of the felf-fame rate. 

The learned of all ages celebrate 

Things that are properer for Knightibridge college^. 

Than th** authors and originals of knowledge j 

More fottifh than the two fanatics, trying 

To mend the world by laughing,, or by crying j 

Or he that laughM until he chokM his whiiUe, 

To rally on an afs that ate a thiftle 5 

That th' antique, fage, that was gallant t' a goofc,. 

A fitter miftrefs could not pick and chufe, 

Whofe tempers, inclinations, fenfe,. and wit,. 

Like two indentures, did agree fo fit. 

THE ancient fceptics conftantly denyM 
"What they maintained, and thought they juftify'd ; 
For when they* affirm'd that nothing 's to he known,. 
They did but what they faid before difown j. 
And, like Polemics of the Poft, pronounce 
The fame thing to be true and falfe at once. 

Thefe follies had fuch influence on the rabble^ 
As to engage them in perpetual fquabble y 
Divided Rome and Athens into clans 
Of ignorant mechanic partifans ; 
That, to maintain their own hypothefes. 
Broke one another^s blockheads, and the peace j. 
Were often fet by officers 'i th' (locks 
For quarreling about a paradox : 

When 
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When pudding- wives wete launcht in cock-quean ftools. 

For falling fcful on oyftcr-women's fchools, 

iio herb-women fold cabbages or onions. 

But to their goflips of tlieir own opinions. 

A -peripatetic cobler fcorn^d to foal 

A pair of fhoes of any other fchool ; 

And porters of the judgment of the Stoics, 

To go an errand of the Cyrenaics 5 

That usM t' encounter in athletic lifts, 

With beard to "beard, at\d terth and nails to fifts. 

Like modern kicks and cuffs among the youth 

Of academics, to maintain the truth. 

But m the boldeft feats of arms the Stoic 

And Epicureans were the moft heroic. 

That ftoutly ventured breaking of their necks. 

To vindicate the interefts of their feels. 

And ftill bchav'd themlelves as refolute 

In waging cuffs and bniifcs as difpute, 

Until, with wounds and bruifes which they' had got, 

Some hundreds were kill'd dead upon the fpot 5 

When all their quarrels, rightly undcrftood. 

Were but to prove difputes the fovereign good. 

DISTINCTIONS, that had been at firft defign'd 
To regulate the errors of the mind, 
By being too nicely overftrainM and vext, 
Have made the comment harder than the text. 
And do not now, like carving, hit the joint. 
But break the bon $ in pieces, of a point, 

T 3 Alii 
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And with impertinent evafions force 

The cleareft reafon from its native courfe—- 

That argue things fo' uncertain, *tis no matter 

Whether they are, or never were in nature ; 

And venture to demonftrate, when they 've (lur''d,. 

And palmM a fallacy upon a word. 

For difputants (as fwordfmen ufe to fence 

With blunted foyles) engage with blunted fenfe j. 

And, as they *re wont to falfify a blow, 

Ufe nothing elfe to pafs upon the foe y 

Or, if they venture further to attack. 

Like bowlers, ftrive to beat away the jack ; 

And, when they find themfelvcs too hardly preft on,. 

Prevaricate, and change the ftate o' th' queft^on ; 

The nobleft fcience of defence and art 

In practice now with all that contiovert, 

And th' only mode of prizes, from Bear-garden 

Down to the fchools, in giving blows, or wardingt 

A S old knights -errant in their hamefs fought 
As fafe as in a caftle or redoubt. 
Gave one another defperate attacks, 
To ftorm the counterfcarps upon their backs j 
So difputants advance, and poft their arms. 
To ftorm the works of one another's terms j 
Fall foul on fome extravagant exprcflion. 
But ne*cr attempt the main defign and reafon-« 
So fome polemics ufe to draw their fwords 
Agaiuft the language only and the words j 
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As he v/ho fought at barriers with Salmafius, 

Engag'd with nothing but his ftyle and phrafes, 

Wav'd to affert the murther of a prince. 

The author of falfe Latin to convince ; 

But laid the merits of the caufe afide. 

By thofe that underftood them to be try'd ; 

And counted breaking Prifcian's head a thing 

More capital than to behead a king ; 

For which he 'as been admir'd by all the learnM,. 

Of knaves concern'd, and pedants unconcerned. 

JUDGMENT is but a curious pair of fcales, 
That turns with th' hundredth part of true or falfe. 
And ftill, the more 'tis us'd, is wont t' abate 
The fubtlety and nlcenefs of its weight, 
Until 'tis falfe, and will not rife nor fall, 
Like thofe that are lefs artificial 5 
And therefore ftudents, in tlieir ways of judging,, 
Are fain to fwallow many a fenfelefs gudgeon,. 
And by their over-unierllanding lofe 
Its aflive faculty with too much ufe ; 
For reafon, when too curioufly 'tis fpun. 
Is but the next of all remov'd from none— 

It is Opinion governs all mankind, 
As wifely as the blind that leads the blind : 
For, as thofe fumaipes are efteem'd the beft. 
That fignify in all things elfe the leaft. 
So men pafs faireft in the world's opinion. 
That have the leaft of truth and reafon in them. 

T 4.. Truthfi 
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Truth would undo the world, if it poffeft 
The meancft of its right and intercft j 
Is but a titular princefs, whofe authority 
Is always under age, and in minority 5 
Has all things done, and carried in its name. 
But moil of all where it can lay no claim ; 
As far from gaiety and complaifance. 
As greatnefs, infolence, and ignorance ; 
And therefore has furrendrcd her dominion 
/ O'er all mankind to barbarous Opinion, 

That in her right ufurps the tyrannies 
And arbitrary government of lyes— 

As no tricks on the rope but thofe that break. 
Or come moft near to breaking of a neck, 
Are worth the fight, fo nothing goes for wit 
But nonfenfe, or the next of all to it : 
For nonfenfe, being neither falfe nor true, 
A little wit to any thing may fcrew 5 
And, when it has a while been us'd, of courfe J 
Will ftand as well in virtue, power, and force, "^ 
And pafs for fenfe t' all puipofes as good 
As if it had at firft been underilood : 
For nonfenfe has the ampleft privileges, 
And more than all the ftrongeft fenfe obliges ; 
That fumifhes the fchools with terms of art. 
The myfteries of fcience to impart j 
Supplies all feminaries with recruits 
Of endlefs conti overiies and difputes ; 
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For learned nonfenfe has a deeper found 
Than eafy fenfc, and goes for more profound. 

! F O R all our learned authors now compile 
At charge of nothing but the words arid ftyle. 
And the moll curious critics or the learned 
Relieve themfelves in nothing elfe concerned 5 
Por, as it is the garniture and drefs 
That all things wear in books and languages 
And all men's qualities are wont t' appear 
According to the habits that they wear), 
*Tis probable to be the trueft teft 
Of all the ingenuity o' th' reft. 
The lives of trees lie only in the barks, 

I And in their ftyles the wit of greateft clerks j 
Hence 'twas the ancient Roman politicians 
^ent to the fchools of foreign rhetoricians, 
To learn the art of patrons, in defence 
Of intereft and their clients' eloquence ; 
When confuls, cenfgrs, fenators, and prsetors, 
"With great di6lators, us'd t' apply to rhetors^ 
T*o hear the greater magiftrate o' th' fchool 
•Give fentence in his haughty chair-curule^ 
And thofe who mighty nations overcame. 
Were fain to fay their lefTons, and declame. 

Words are but piftures, true or falfe defign'd. 
To draw the lines and features of the mind j 
The chai*afters and artificial draughts, 
T' exprefs the inward images of thoughts 5 

Aji^ 
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And artifts fay a pi6lure may be good. 
Although the moral be not underftood 5 
Whence fome infer they may admire a ftylc. 
Though all the reft be e'er fo mean and vile ; 
Applaud th' Qutfides of words, but never mind 
With what fantailic tawdry they are lin'd. 

So orators, enchanted with the twang 
©f their own trillos, take delight t' harangue 5 
Whofe fcience, like a juggler's box and balls,. 
Conveys and counterchanges true and falfc j 
Cafts mifts before an audience's eyes, 
To pafs the one for th' other in difguife ; 
And, like a morrice-dancer drcfs'd with bells, . 
Only to ferve for nojfe and nothing elfe, 
Such as a carrier makes his cattle wear, 
And hangs for pendents in a horfe's ear ; 
For, if the language will but bear the teft. 
No matter what becomes of all the reft : 
The ableft orator, to fave a word, 
Would throw all fenfe and rer^fon overboard. 

Hence 'tis that nothing elfe but eloquence 
Is ty'd to fuch a prodigal expence j 
That lays out half the wit and fcnfe it ufei 
Upon the other half's, as vain excufes : 
For all defences and apologies 
Are but fpecifics t' other frauds and lyes 5 
And th' artificial wa(h of eloquence 
Is daub'd in vain upon the cleareft fenfe. 
Only to ftain the native ingenuity 
'Of equal brevity and perfpicuity 5 

3 Whik 
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Whilft all the beft and fobereft things he does, 
Are when he coughs, or fpits, or blows his nofe { 
Handles no point fo evident and clear 
(Befides his white gloves) as his handkercher|. 
Unfolds the niceft fcruple fo diftinft. 
As if his talent had been wrapt up in 't 
Unthriftily, and now he went about 
Henceforward to improve and put it out^ . 

THE pedants are a mongrel breed, that foloum* 
Among the ancient wiriters and the modern j 
And, while their ftudies are between the one 
And th' other fpent, have nothing of their own | 
Like fpunges, are both plants and animals, 
And equally to both their natures falfc : 
For, whether 'tis their want of converfation. 
Inclines them to all forts of affeftation 5 
Their fedentary life and melancholy. 
The everlafting nurfcry of folly ; 
Their poring upon black and white too fubtly 
Has tum'd the infides of their brains to motley | 
Or fquandcring of their wits and time upon 
Too many things, has made them fit for none | 
Their conitant overftraining of the mind 
Piftorts the brain, as horfes break their wind ; 
Or rude conf ufions of the things they read 
Get up, like noxious vapours, in the head. 
Until they have their conftant wanes, and fulls, 
And changes, in the iafides of their fcuUs 3 

Or 
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Or venturing beyond the reach of wit 
Has rendered them for all things elfe unfit ; 
But never bring the world and books togethcFt 
And therefore never rightly judge of either ; 
Whence multitudes of reverend men and critics 
Have got a kind of intelleftual rickets, 
And, by th' immoderate excefs of ftudy. 
Have found the fickly head t' outgrow the body. 

For pedantry is but a corn or wart, 
Bred in the ikin of judgment, fenie, and art, 
A ftupify'd excrefcence, like a wen. 
Fed by the peccant humours of learn'd men. 
That never grows from natural defefts 
Of downright and untutorM intelle£ls. 
But from the over-curious and vain 
Diftempers of an artificial brain — 

So he that once flood for the learned'ft man. 
Had read out Little-Britain and Duck-Lane ; 
Worn out his reafon, and reduced his body 
And brain to nothing with perpetual ftudy j 
Kept tutors of all forts, and virtuofos. 
To read a;ll authors to him with their gloffes. 
And made his lacquies, when he walk'd, bear folios 
Of di6Uonaries, lexicons, and fcholias. 
To be read to him every way the wind 
Should chance to fit, before him or belund ; 
Had read out all th' imaginary duels 
That had been fought by confonants and vowels { 
Had crackt his fcuU, to find out proper places 
To lay up all memoirs of things in cafes j 

And 
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And pra£lisM all the tricks upon the charts. 

To play with packs of Iciences and arts. 

That ferve t' improve a feeble gamefter's ftudy> 

That ventures at grammatic beaft, or noddy j. 

Had read out all the catalogues of wares, 

That come in dry vats o'er from Francfort fairs, 

Whofe authors ufe t' articulate their fumames 

With fcraps of Greek more learned than the Germans ^ 

Was wont to fcatter books in every room. 

Where they might beft bfr feen by all that come. 

And lay a train that naturally (hould force 

What he dcfign'd, as if it fell of courfe 5 

And all this with a worfe fuccefs than Cardan, 

Who bought both books and* learning at a bargain^ 

When, lighting on a philofophic fpel). 

Of which he never knew one fyllable, 

Prefto, be gone, h' unriddled all he read^ 

As if he had to nothing clfe been bred.. /i^2 
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A PINDARIC ODE*. 



I. 

THERE 's nothing Co abfurd, orvain^ 
Or barbarous, or inhumane. 
But, if it lay the leaft pretence 
To piety and godlinefs. 
Or tender-hearted confcience. 
And zeal for gofpel -truths profefs, 
Does facred inftantly commence ; 
And all that dare but queftion it, aie ftrait 
Pronounced th^ uncircumcis'd and reprobate : 



A« 



• This and the two following compofitions are th« 
only ones that our Author wrote in this mcafui-e^ 
vrhich fome readers may, perhaps, think too grave and 
folemn for the fubjeft, and the turn of Butler's wit. 
It muft, however, be allowed, that he falls no way 
ihort of bis ufual depth and reach of thought, keea« 
iiefs of fatirey and acutenefs of expreflion. 
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As malefaftors, that efcape and fly j^ 

•Into a fanfluary for defence, 
Muft not be brought to juftice thence» 
Although their crimes be ne'er fo great and high..; 
And he that dares prefume to do 't. 
Is fentenc'd and deliver'd-up j^* 

To Satan, that engaged him to 't. 
For venturing wickedly to put a ftop 
To his immunities and free affairs. 
Or meddle faucily with theirs 

That are employed by him, while he and they t9 

Proceed in a religious and a holy way. 

II. 

And, as the Pagans heretofore 

Did their own handyworks adore. 

And made their ftone and timber deities, 

Their temples and their altars, of one piece^{ a j 

The fame outgoings feem t' infpire 

Our modem felf-will'd Edifier, 

That, out 6f things as far from fenfe, and more. 

Contrives new light and revelation. 

The creatures of th' imagination, 39 

To worfliip and fall down before ; 

Of which his cracked delufions draw 

As monftrous images and rude. 

As ever Pagan, to believe in, hewM^ 

Or madman in a vifion faw j 3I 

Miftakes the feeble impotence. 

And vain deluiions of his mind| 

For 
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For fpiritual gifts and offerings. 
Which Heaven to prefent him brings j 
And ftilJ, the further 'tis from fcnfe, 4a 

Believes it is the more refin'd, 
y|A.nd ought to be received with greater reverence; 

nr. 

But, as all tricks whofe principles 
Are falfe, prove falfe in all things, elfc^ 
The dull and heavy hypocrite 45^ 

Ts but in penfion with his confcience. 
That pays him for maintaining it 
With zealous rage and impudence 5 
And, as the one grows obftkiate,. 
So does the other rich and fat ; 50 

Difpofes of his gifts and difpenfktions 
Like fpiritual foundations 
Bndow'd to pious ufes, and defign'd 
To entertain the weak, the lame, and blind |- 
But ftill diverts them to as bad', or worfe,. 55 

Than others are by unjuft governors : 
For, like our modern publicans, 
H» ftill puts o\it all dues 
He owes to Heaven ta the devil to ufe^ 
And makes his godly intereft great gains y 4& 

Takes all the Brethren (to recruit 
The fpirit in him) contribute. 
And, to repair and edify his fpent 
And broken -winded outwaid man, prefent 
Fo£ painful holdlng-foith iigaij^ft the gov^rnmcnti 65 

lY. The 
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IV. 

The fubtle fpider never fpins, 

B^t on dark days/his (limy gins ; 

l^or does our engineer much care to plant 

His fpiritual machines 

Unlefs among the weak and ignorant, 7* 

Th' inconftant, credulous, and light. 

The vain, the factious, and the flight, 

That in their zeal are moft extravagant j 

For trouts are tickled beft in muddy water : 

And ftill, the muddier he finds their brains, 75 

The more he 's fought and follow'd after. 

And greater miniftrations gains : 

For talking idly is admirM, 

And fpeaking nonfenfe held infplr'd j 

And ftill, the flatter and more dull ^o 

His gifts appear, is held more powerful : 

For blocks are better cleft with wedges, - 

Than tools of fliarp and fubtle edges j 

And dulleft nonfenfe h^s been found. 

By fome, to be the folid'ft and the moft profound. %$ 

V. 

A great Apoftle once was faid 
With too much learning to be ma^; 
But our great Saint becomes diftra6^. 
And only with too little crackt j 
Cries moral truths and human learning down^ 90 

And will endure no reaibn but his own : 
Vol, II. U Tqt 
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For 'tis a dradgery and talk 
Not for a Saint, but Pagan oracle. 
To anfwer all men can object or aik ; 
But to be found impregnable, 95 

And with a fturdy forehead to hold ottt. 
In fpite of Ihame or reafon refolute. 
Is braver than to argue and confute : 
As he that can draw blood, they fay. 
From witches, takes their magic power away, lof 

So he that draws blood int' a Brother^s face, 
^Takes all his gifts away, and light, and grace s 
For, while he holds that nothing is fo damned 
And (hameful as to be afham'd, 

He never can b* attacked, 105 

But will come off; for Confidence, well back'd> 
Among the weak and prepofTefs'd, 
Has often Truth, with all her kjngly power, opprtfs'd. 

VI. 
It is the nature of late zeal, 

'Twill not be fubjeft, nor rebel, 4i« 

Nor left at large, nor be reftrain'd. 
But where there 's fomething to be gain'd^ 
And, that being once reveal'd, defies 
The law, with all its penalties. 

And is convinced no pale ll>« 

O' th' church can be fo facred as a jail : 
For, as the Indians' prifons are their mines^ 
So he has found are all i-efbraints 
To thriving and free-confcienc'd Saints j 
For the fame thing enriches that confines $ ixs 

Aftd 



ON A NONCONFaRMIIST. -tfi 

.And like to Lully, when he wa« in hoW, 

He turns his bafer metals into golds 

Receives returning and retfirlng fees ^ 

For holding forth, and holding «f his [pea«c^ 

And takes a peniion to be advocate : 1A| 

And landing counfel 'gainil the church MMd State' 

For gaird and tender c^mfci^nces i 

Commits himfelf to prifoa to trepan^ 

Draw i9> and fj^rit all he can | 

For birds in cages have a call, 130 

To draw the wildeft into nets. 

More prevalent and natttral 

"Than all our artificial pipes and counterfeits. 

VII. 
His flippery confcience has more tricks 
Than all the juggling empirics, 135 

And every one another contradi^ls ) 
All laws of heaven an^ i?artji can break, • 
And fwallow oaths, and l)lood, and rapine e^Cyg 
And' yet is fo infirm ai^d weak, 
*TwiU not endure the gentleft check, 140 

But at the (lighteft nicety grows queafy j 
^fHains control, and yet can be 
No wherei but in a pnfon, free j 
Can force itfelf, in fpite of God, 
Who makes it free as thought at home, . 145 

A ilave and villain to become, 
Td ferve its interefts abroad : 
And, though no Pharifee was e^er fo cunning 
At tithing mint and cummin, 

U £ N« 
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No dull idolater was e'er fo flat 150 

In things of deep and folid weight j 

Pretends to charity and holinefsy " 

But is in^laca})le to peace, 

;And out of tendemefs grows obftinate. 

And^ though the zeal of God^s hoiife ate a prince r$$ 

And prophet up (he fays) long (ince. 

His crofs-grain'd-.pereraiptory zeal " \ 

Would eat up God's houfe, and deTOur it at a meal, 

VIII. 
He does not pray, but profecutc. 
As if he went to law, his fuit j ,_ 160 

Summons his Maker to app^ 
And anfwer what he (hall prefer i - 
Returns him back his gift of prayer, . . 

Not to petition, but declare 5 

Exhibits crofs complaints 165 

Againft him for the breacli of Covenants, 
And dll the charters of the Sajnts ; 
Pleads guilty to the action^ and yet ftands 
Upon high terms and bold demands $ 
Excepts againft him and his laws, 170 

And will be judge himfelf in his own caufe ; . 
And grows more faucy and fevere 
Than th' Heathen emperor was to Jupiter, 
That us'd to wrangle with him and difpute. 
And fometimes would fpeak foftly in his ear, 175 

And fometimes loud, and rant, and tear. 
And threaten, if he did not grant his fuit. 

IX. But 
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IX. 

3ut when his painful pits h^ employs 
In holding-forth, the virtue lies 
Not in the letter of the fenfe, tH 

But in the fpiritual vehemence. 
The power and difpenfation of the voiee> 
The zealous pangs ai)d agonies. 
And heavenly turnings of the eyes ; 
The groans, with which he pioufly deftroys 1S5 

And drowns the nonfenfe in thie noife ; 
And grows fo loud, as if he meant to force 
And take-in heaven by violence 5 
To fright the Saints into falvation. 
Or fcai'e the devil from temptation } 1 99 

Until he falls fo low and hoarfe^ 
No kind of carnal fenfe 
Can be made out of what he means 1 
But, as the ancient Pagans were precife 
To ufe no (hort-taird beaft in facrifice^ 195 

He dill conforms to them, and has a care 
T' allow the largeft meafure to his paltry ware. 

X. 

The ancient churches, and the beft, 

By their own martyrs' blood increaft j 

But he has found out a new way, ^0* 

To do it with the blood of thofe 

That dare his church's growth oppofe. 

Or her imperious canons difobey j 

y 3 Aiui 
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And ftrives to carry on the Work, 

Like a true primitive reforming Turk> 105 

With holy rage, and edifying war, 

Mpre fafe and powerful ways by far s 

For the Turk^s patriarch, Mahomet, 

Was the firft great Reformer, and the chief 

Of th' ancient Chriftian belief, }|» 

That mix^d it with new light, and cheat. 

With revelations, dreams, and vifions. 

And apoftolic fuperftitions, 

To be held forth and carry'd on by war j 

And his fuccefTor was a Presbyter, si| 

With greater right than Haly or Abubeker. 

XL 

For, as a Turk, that is to a£t ibme crime 

Againft his Prophet's holy law. 

Is wont to bid his foul withdraw. 

And leave his body for a time j tt^ 

So, when fome horrid a£iion *s to be done. 

Our Turkilh profelyte puts on 

Another fpirit, and la)** by his own j 

And, when his over-heated brain 

Turns giddy, like his brother MufTulman^ 125 

He 's judg'd infpir'd, and all hts frenzies held 

To be prophetic, and reveal'd. 

The one believes all madmen to be faints. 

Which th' other cries him down for and abhorr. 

And yet in madnefs all devotion plan^> t^ 

And where he differs moft coacurs } 

Bodi 
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Both equally exa6l and juft 

Jn perjury and breach of truft 5 

So like in all things, that one Brother 

Is btit a counterpart of th* other 5 aj j 

And both unanimoufly damn 

And hate (like two that play one game) 

Each other for it, while they ftrive to dcf the fame. 

XII. 

Both equally defign to raife 

Their churches by the felf-fame ways ; %\9 

With war and rum to aflert 

Their do£lrine, and with fword and fire convert; 

To preach the gofpel with a drum. 

And for convincing overcome : 

And though, in worlhiping of God^ all blood. 145 

Was by his own laws difallow'd. 

Both hold no holy rites to be fo good,.. 

And both, to propagate the breed 

Of their own Saints, one way proceed j 

For luft and rapes in war repair as faft. 250 = 

As fury and deftruftion walte : 

Both equally allow all crimes. 

As lawful means to propagate a feft j 

For laws in war can be of no effe6l, 

And licence does more. good in gofpel-times, 255 

Hence 'tis that holy wars have ever been 

The honid'ft fcenes of blood and fin j 

For, when Religion does recede 

trom her own nature, nothing but a breed 

Of prodigies and hideous monftcrs can fuccee^. 260 
U 4 UP Ji. 
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>^T^I S well that equal Heaven has placM 

-■• Thofe joys above, that to reward 
The juft and virtuous are prepared. 
Beyond their reach, until their pains are paft $ 
Elle men would rather venture to poflefs 5 

By force, than earn, their happinefs j 
And only take the devil's advice. 
As Adam did, how fooneft to be wife. 
Though at th' expence of Paradife : 
For, as fome fay, to fight is but a bafe 10 

Mechanic handy-work, and far below 
A generous fpirit t' undergo ; 
So *tis to take the pains to know : 
Which foroe, with only confidence and face. 
More eafily and ably do ; 15 

For daring nonfenfe feldom fails to hit. 
Like fcattcrM (hot, and pafs with fome for wit. 
Who would not rather make himfelf a judge. 
And boldly ufurp the chair. 

Than with dull induftry and care to 

Endure to iludy, think, and drudge, 
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For that which he much fooner may advance 
With obftinate and pertinacious ignorance ? 

II. 

For all men challenge, though in fpite 

Of Nature and their ftars, a right 25 

To cenfure, judge, and know, 

Though flie can only order who 

Shall be, and who fiiall ne'er be, wife: 

Then why ihould thofe whom (he denies 

Her favour and good graces to, 3# 

Not ftrive to take opinion by furprize. 

And ravifh what it were in vain to wooe ? 

For he that defperately affumes 

The cenfure of all wits and arts. 

Though without judgment, Ikill, and parts, 35 

Only to ftartle and amufe. 

And mafk his ignorance (as Indians ufe 

With gaudy-colour'd plumes 

Their homely nether-parts t' adorn). 

Can never fail to captive feme, 4# 

That will fubmit to his oraculous doom, 

And reverence what they ought to fcom $ 

Admire his fturdy confidence 

For folid judgment and deep fenfe : 

And credit purchasM without pains or wit, 45 

Like ftolen pleafures, ought to be moft fweet. 

III. 

Two felf- admirers, that combine 
Againft the world, may pafs a fine 

Upoi 
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Upon all judgment, feofe,. and wit> 

yGid fettle it as they think fit ^ 

On one another, like the choice 

Of Pcrfian princes, by one horfe^s voice s 

For thofe fine pageants which foRie raiie^ 

Of falfe and difproportion*d pcaife, 

T* enable whom they pleafe t* iippear 15. 

And pafs for what they never were^ 

In private only being but nam!d. 

Their modefly rauft be aihamM, 

And not endure to hear. 

And yet may be divulg'd and famM, io 

And own'd in public every where : 

So tain fome authors are to boaft 

Toeir want of ingenuity, and club 

Their affidavit wits, to dub 

Each other but a Knight o' the FoSt^ ^ 

As falfe as fuborn'd perjuners. 

That vouch away all right they have to ^ir own ean*^ 

IV. 

But, when all other courfes fail. 

There is one eafy artifice, 

That feldom has been known to mlfs-^ 7«c 

To cry all mankind down, and ra»l i 

For he whom all men do contemn. 

May be allow'd to rail again at them. 
And in his own defence 

To outface reafon, wit, and fenfe, 7^-. 

And all that makes againfl himfelf con'deittxL ^ 

T# 
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To fnarl at all things, right or wrong, 

Like a mad dog, that has a worm in *8 tongue ) 

Reduce all knowledge back of good and etil^ 

To its firft original the devil ; Sd 

And, like a fierce inquiiitoc of wit^ 

To fpare no flefh that ever fpokc or writ { 

Though to perform his tafl^ as dull,. 

As if he had a toadftone in his fcmll^ 

And could prodoce a greater ftodc §f 

Of maggots than a puftoral poet*s flo€&« 



The feebleft vermin can dcfboy 

As fure as ftouteft beafts of prey». 

And, only with their eyes and breathy 

Infe£k and poifon men to death ; 90 

But that more impotent buffoon, 

That makes it both his bufinefs and his fport 

To rail at all, is but ^ drone. 

That fpends his fling on what he cannot hurt ; 

Enjoys a kind of letchery m fpite, ff 

Like o'ergrawn finners> that in wfaipprng takedeHgfit f 

Invades the reputation of all thofe 

That have, or have it not, to lofe j 

And, if he chance to make a difference, 

*Tis always in the wi'ongefl fenfe : 10# 

As rooking gameflers never lay 

Upon thofe hands that ufe fair play. 

But venture all their bets 

Upon the ilurs and cunning tricks of ableft cheats. 

« VI. Na» 
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VI. 

Nor does be vex himfelf much lefs X05 

Than all the world befide ; 

Falls fick of other men^s excefs^ 

Is humbled only at their pride» 

And wretched at their happinefs $ 

Revenges on himfelf the wrong no 

Which his vain malice and loofe tongue^ 

To thofe that feel it not^ have done» 

And whips and fpurs himfelf becaufe he is outgone { 

Makes idle characters and tales. 

As counterfeit, unlike, and falfe, 215 

As witches* pictures are, of wax and clay, 

To thofe whom they would in effigie flay, 

And,'as the devil, that has no fliape of 's own, 

Affe£ls to put the uglieft on. 

And leaves a ftink behind him when he *s gone, ii# 

So he that ^s worfe than nothing ftrives t* appear 

I' th' likenefs of a wolf or bear. 

To fright the weak 5 but, when men dare 

Encounter with himj itinks and vaniihes to air. 
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> rip I s true, to compliment the dead 

JL Is as impertinent and vain^ 
As 'twas of old to call them back again, . ; 
Or, like the Tartais, give them wives, . 
With fettlements for after-lives : . , . g 

For all that can be done or faid. 
Though ere fo noble, great, and good, . 
By them is neither heard nor underiloQd«: ■ 
All our fine.fleights and tricks of art, 
Firft to create, and then adore defert, i». 

And thofe romances which we frame, . . 
To raife ourfelves, not them, a name. 
In vain are ftuft with i*anting flatteries,-; 
And fuch as, if they knew, they would 'deijpiilb. 

Fpir 

* This Ode, which is the only genuine poem of 
Butler's among the many fpurious ones fathered up- 
on him in what is called his Remains^ Was publiiheU 
by the Author himfelf, under his own name, in the 
year 1671, in three fheets \Xo $ and, agreeable to thi^ 
I find it in his own hand-writing among liis manu- 
fcripts, with fome little addition, and a few verbal 
alterations, as the reader may obferve, in comparing it 
with the copy already printed. 
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For^ as thofe times the Golden Age we call^ 15 

In which there was no gold in Mk at all| 

So we plant glory and renown 

Whf re it waa^ x^^er 4eiervM aor luiowis 

But to worfe puri>ore, many times. 

To flourifli q'cf xiefarioiis crimes^ &• 

And cheat fhe world, that never feems to mind 

How good or bad men die, hut what they leave behind* 

And yet the brave Du-Val, whoi^ name 

Can never be worn-out by Fame 5 

That liv'd and dy*d to leave behind t^ 

'A great example to mankind $ 

That fell a public facriiice. 

From ruin to pitfefve thofe few 

Who, though»%om falfe, may be made tnic. 

And teach the world to be more juft and wife 5 3^ 

Ought not, like viilgar afhes, reft 

Unm^itionM in hts filent cheft, 

Kot for his own,'tKit pnblie intereft. 

He, like a pious 'man> fbme years before 

The arma{ oif bis fatal hour, 35 

Miule every day he had to live 

To his laft minute a preparative ; 

Taught die wild Arabs on the road 

To aft in a more gentle mode $ 

Take priaes more obligingly than thofe 4^ 

Who never had been htt^fikus % 

Ami 
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And how to hang in a naore graceful fafliion 

Than e'er wa^ known before to the 4^\l EngUih natioiu 

in. 

In France, the ftaple of new mod«$, 

AVhere garbs sind miens are current goo4$i 4f 

That-ierves the ruder nprthern nations 

With methods of addrefs and treat ; 

prefcribes new garnitures and falhions^ 

And how to drink and how to eat 

No out-of-faihion wine or i^eat j ff^ 

To underftand cravats and plgm^ 

And the moft modiih from the old perfumff i 

To know the a|;9 and pedigrees 

Of points of Flanders or Yenife { 

Caft their nativities, and, to a day^ 5^ 

Foretel how long they *11 hold, and wbe^ decays 

T' affe6^ the pureft negligences 

In geftures, gaits, and miens^ 

And fpeak by repartee-roHnes 

Out of the moft authentic of romances, €^ 

And to demonftrate, with fubftantial reai«a, 

What ribbands, all the year, are in or out of &afoA { ' 

IV. 

In this great academy of mankind 

He had his birth and education, 

Where all men are fo* ingeniouily tndinMi 85 

They underftand by imitation, 

3 Improrr 
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Improve untaught, before they are aware. 

As if they fuck'd their breeding from the air. 

That naturally does difpenie 

To all a deep and folid confidence 5 . . . 70 

A virtue of that precious ufe, 

That he whom bounteous Heaven endues 

But with a moderate (hare of it, 

Can want no worth, abilities, or wit. 

In all the deep Hermetic arts 75 

^For fo of late the learned call 

Ml tricks, if ftrange and myftical). 

He had improvM his natural parts. 

And witlf his magic rod could found - 

Where hidden treafure niight be found t So 

He, like a lord o' th' tnanor, feizM upon 

"Whatever happened in his way. 

As lawful weft and ftray. 

And after, by the cuftom, kept it as his own. 

¥tpm thefe firft rudiments he grew %$ 

To nobler feats, and try'd his force 

Upon whole .troops of foot and horfc. 

Whom he as bravely did fubdue ; 

Declared all caravans, that. go 

Upon the king's highway, the foe j 90- 

Made many defperate attacks 

Vfpn itinerant brigades 

Of all profeflions, ranks, and trades, 

On carriers' loads, and pedlars' packs i 

Made 
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Made them lay down their arms, and yields 95 

And, to the fmalleft piece, reftore 
All that by cheating they had gained before^ 
And after plundered all the baggage of the field. 
In every bold affair of war 

He had the chief command, and led them on $ 190 
For no man is judg''d fit to have the care 
Of others' lives, until he has made it known 
How much he does defpife and fcorn his own. 

VI. 

Whole provinces, 'twixt fun and fun. 
Have by his conquering fword been won^ 105 

And mighty fums of money laid. 
For ranfom, upon every man. 
And hoilages delivered till 'twas paid. 
Th' excife and chimney-publican. 
The Jew-foreftaller and enhancer, 110 

To him for all their crimes did anfwer. 
He vanquifh'd the moft fierce and fell 
Of all his foes, the Conflable j 
And oft had beat his quarters up, 
And routed him and all his troop. 1x5 

He took the dreadful lawyer's fees. 
That in his own allow'd highway 
Does feats of arms as great as his. 
And, when they' encounter in it, wins the cky r 
Safe in his garrifon, the Court, tso 

Where meaner ciiminalg are fentenc'd foe 't. 
Vol. II. X T* 
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To this ftern foe b» oft gaye qu^rtcn:. 

But as the Scotchman dx4 to' » Taitsirt 

That he, U tinw to come, 

Might in iretuyn from hiw ntmro his fatal «)p«au tt f 

VII. 
He would have ftarvM this mighty Town, 
And brought its haughty fpirit down j 
Have cut it off from aU relief, 
And, like a wife and valiant chief. 
Made many a fierce afiault 1 30 

Upon all ammunition-carts, 
And thofe that bring up cheefc, or mak. 
Or bacon, from remoter parts ; 
No convoy e'er fo ftrong with food 
Purft venture on the defperate road : i«^ 

He made th' undaunted wagon ner obey. 
And the fierce higgler contribution pay j 
The favage butcher and ftout drover 
Purft not to him th^ir feeble troops difcovcr : 
And, if he had but kept the field, i*,^ 

In time had made the City yield $ 
For great towns, like to crocodiles, arc found 
V th' belly apteft to receive a meurtal wound. 

VIII. 

But when the fatal hour arrived 

In which his ftars began to frown, '|x« 

And had in clofb cabal« contrivM 

To pull him from his hei^t of gk>yy down. 

Aid 
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And he, by numeroua foes oppreft> 

Was in th* enchanted dungeon caft^ 

SecurM with mighty guards, %^o 

I^ft he by force or ftratagem 

^ight prove too cunning for their chains and them, 

And break through all their locks, and bolts, andwardsi 

Had both his legs by charms committed 

To 9BC another's charge, 155 

That neither might be fet at large. 

And all their fury and revenge outwitted* 

As jewels of high value are 

Kept under locks with greater care 

Than thofe of meaner rates, i6d 

So he was in ftonc walls, and chains, and iron grates. 

t 

IX. 

Thither came ladies from alJ parts, 
To offer up clofe prifoners theit" hearts j 
Which he received as tribute due. 
And made them yield up l«ve and honour toe, 165 
But in more brave heroic ways 
Than e'er were pra£lis'd yet in plays ; 
For thofe two fpitcful foes, who nevor meet 
But full of hot contefts and piques 
About pun6lilios and mere tricks, >7o 

Did all their quarrels to his doom fubmit, 
And> far more generous and' free. 
In contemplation only of him did agree. 
Both ftilly fatisfy'd 5 die one 

With thofe frefli laurels he had won, 175 

X % And 
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And all the brave renowned feats 

He had performM in arms } 

The other with his perfon and his charms i 

For, juft as larks are catch*d in nets. 

By gazing on a piece of glafs, iSo 

So, while the ladies view'd his brighter eyes. 

And fmoother-poliihM face. 

Their gentle hearts, alas ! were taken by furprize^ 

X. 

Never did bold knight, to relieve 

Difh-efled dames, fuch di-eadful feats atchieve 1S5 

As feeble damfels, for his fake. 

Would have been proud to undertake i 

And, bravely ambitious to redeem « 

The world's lofs and their own. 

Strove who fhould have the honour to lay down i)0 

And change a life with him j 

Sut, finding all their hopes in vain 

To move, his fixt determinM fate> 

Their life itfelf began to hate,. 

As if it were an infamy 9)5 

To live when he was doomM to die ^ 

Made loud appeals and moans. 

To lefs hard-hearted grates and ftones ^ 

Came, fwellM with fighs, and drownM in tears. 

To yield themfelves his fellow-fufferers, soc 

And followed him, like prifoners of war, 

CUainM to the lofty wheels of his triumphant car« 

A BALLAD 
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A B A L L A D 

UPON 

THE PARLIAMENT, 

WHICH DELIBERATED 

ABOUT MAKING OLIVER KING*. 

AS clofe as a gooC^ 
Sat the Parliament-houfe» 
To hatch the royal gull ; 
After much fiddle-faddle, 

The egg proved addle, 5 

And Oliver came ibrth Nol, 

Yet old Queen Madge, 
Xiiough things do not fadge. 

Will ferve to be queen of a May-pole j 
Two princes of Wales, !• 

For Whitfun-ales, 

And her Grace Maid-Marion Clay-pole. 

In 

* This Ballad refers to the Parliament, as it waf 
called, which deliberated about making Oliver kn>g, 
and petitioned him to accept the title \ which he, out 
of fear of fome republican zealots in hi^ party, refufed 
to accept, and contented himfelf with the power, under 
the name of ProUSar. 

X3 
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In a robe of cow-hide 
Sat ye^ Pride, 

With his dagger and his (ling j 15 

He was the pertinent^ ft peer 
Of all that were there, 

T* advife with fuch a king. 

A great philofopljrr 

Had a ^^oofe for his lover, to 

That follow'd him day and nSght t 
If it be a true ftory, 
Or but an allegory. 

It may be both ways right. 

Strickland and his Ton, #5 

Both caft into one, 

Were meant for a fingle baroa } 
But when they came to fit, 
There was not wit 

Enough in them both to fenre for one. 30 

Wherefore 'twas thought good 
To add Honeywood 3 

But when they came to trial. 
Each one provM a fool. 
Yet three kiia:T«8 in the whole, 15 

And th^t m*de up a Pair-roy^. 
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A BALLAD 

IN l^WO PARTS. 

CONJECTURED TO BE ON 

OLIVER CROMWELL •. 

PART L 

DRAW near, good people all> draw iieafy . 
And hearken to my ditty j 
A ftranger thing 
Than this I fing 
Came never to this city. 5 

^d you but feen ihk monfbfy 
You would not give a farthing 
For the lions in the grate^ 
Nor the mountain-cat. 
Norths bears in Paris -g^den,>. 10 

You 

* To this humorous ballad Butler hkd prefisCed this 
tkle — The Pri*vilegej of Pimping — but afterwards 
crofTed it out, for which reafon I have not infeited it 5 
arid obly mtotlon it as a ckcttmftance whidh may 
amufe meh as are ci^us in hlmting oot the ^jtplica* 
tion of niceties of this fort. It dioes not apt>eaf to bdir 
aiVy fenfc confiftcnt with the fubje£l j but fome othef 
/critic may perhspft find oixe> or at le^ ^tafb himlislf 
with fiusk&kg ^ 

X4 
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You would defy the pageants 
Are borne before the mayor ; 
The ftrangeil fliape 
You e'er did gape 
Upon at Bart'lmy fair ! 15 

His face is round and decent. 
As is your diih or platter. 

On which there grows 

A thing like a nofe. 
But, indeed, it is no fuch matter. . it 

On both fides of th' dforefaid 
Are eyes, bUt they *re not matches. 

On which there arc 

To be feen two fair 
And large well -grown muftaches. 15 

Now this with admiration 
Does all beholders ftiike. 
That a beard fhould.grow 
Upon a thing's brow. 
Did ye ever fee the like ? 30 

He 

Ver. 16.] From the medals, and original portraiu, 
which are left of Oliver Cromwell, one may probably 
conjedure, if not pofitively affirm, that this droll pic- 
ture was defigned for him. The roundnefs of the face, 
tbe oddnefs of the nofe, and the remiurkable largenefs 
oJF the eyebrows, are particulars which correfpoml ex-> 
a£Uy with them. 



A :ballad in two parts. %i% 

He has no fcull, 'tis well known 
To thoufands of beholders j 
Nothing but a ikin 
Does keep his brains in 
From running about his flioulders. |S 

On both fides of his noddle 
Are ftraps o' th' very fame leather | 
Ears are imply'd, 
But they 're mere hide. 
Or morfels of tripe, chufe ye whether. 4* 

Between thefe two extendeth 
A flit from ear to ear* 
That every hour 
Gapes to devour 
The fowcc that grows fo near. 45 

Beneath, a tuft of briftles, 
As rough as a frize-jerkin ; 
If it had been a beard, 
*Twould have fcrv'd a herd 
Oi goats, that are of his near kin. 5^ 

Within, a fet of grinders 
Mod fliarp and keen, corroding 
Your iron and brafs 

As cafy as ■ ■ - 

That you would do a pudding. 55 

But 
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But the ftrangeft thing of «11 is. 
Upon his rump there groweth 

A great lon^ tail. 

That ufeth to trail 
Vtk>n the ground as he goedi. €qi 

A BALL A D^ 

IN TWO PARTS. V 

CONJECTURED TO BI ON 

OLIVER CROMWELL- 



PART IL 

THIS monfter was begotten 
Upon one of the witches^. 
B* an imp that came to her^ 
Like a man, to wooe her. 
With black doublet and breeches-* 5 

When he was whelpM, for certain. 
In divers feveral countries 

The hogs and fwinc 

Did grunt and whine, 
And the ravens croakM upon trees. 10 

Th* 
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The winds did blow, the thunder 
And lightning loud did ttm^le ; . 
The dogs did howl. 
The hoUow tree in th' owl^— 
*Ti8 a good horfe that ne^er ftttmbMi. ' i| 

As foon as he was brought forth. 
At the midwife^s throat he flew, . 
And threw the pap 
Down in her lap ; 
They fay 'tis very true. .i^ 

And up the walls he clamberM, 
With nails moft iharp and keen^ 

The prints whereof, 

I' th* boards and roof. 
Are yet for to be feen.. ^j 

Atif)- 

Ver. 13, 14,] This whimfical -liberty «tlf Author 
takes, of tranfpofing the words^forthefiuieof a i^yme, 
Ihpugh at the expepce of tht icnfe, is-ancw kind d 
poetic licence j and it is merry enoue^h to obfenre, that 
he literally does, what he jokmgly cmarges upon other 
poets in another pbce ^ . ^ ■ . ! ' 

But thofe that Virrite in rhyme ftitl mdte 
The one verfe for the othei^s likfe } 
For one for fenfe, and oAe ti^ihytdt, *" ' 
I think, '8 fufficient sit one tiflie. • ' — - 
Hudt p, II. c. i. t* sft 



^t€ BUTLER^S POEMS. 

And out o' th' top o' th' chimney 
He vanifliM, feen of none ; 

For they did wink. 

Yet by the ftink 
Knew which way he was gone* 39 

The country round about there 
Became like to a wildern- 

-nefs ; for the fight 

Of him did fright 
Away men^ women, and children* 35 

Long did he there continue. 
And all thofe parts much harmed. 
Till a wife-woman, which 
Some call a white witch, 
Him into a hog-fty charmed'. 44) 

There, when (he had him ihut faft. 
With brimftone and with nitre 

She iingM.the qlaws 

Of his left paws, 
With tip of his tail, and his right ear. 45 

And with her charms and ointments 
She m^e him tame as a fpaniel i 

For (he usM to ride 

On his back aftride, 
Kor did fie do her any ill. 50 

• :■,.:... But, 
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But, to the admiration 
Of all both far and near. 
He hath been (hown 
In every town. 
And eke in every (hire. 55 

And now, at length, he *s brought 
Unto fair London city. 
Where in Fleet-ftreet 

All thofe may fee *t ' 

That will not believe my ditty. if 

God fave the King and Parliament^ 
And eke the Prince's bighnefs. 
And quickly fend 
The wars an end. 
As here my fong has— fi/i//« €5 



Ver. 61,] From this circumftancc it appears, that 
this Ballad was virrote before the murder of the King, 
and that it is the earlieft performance of Butler*s that 
has yet been made public j and I think one may, with- 
out prejudice, affirm^ that it does no difcredit to hU 
younger years. 
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MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS* 

AJjh meh^s intrigues and proje£U tt ii(|» 
By feveral courfes> to one end j' 

• This, arid the other little Sketches that follow, 
were, among many of the fame kind, fairly written out 
by Butler, in a fort of poetical Thelavnis, which I have 
Wore mentioned. Whctiier he intended erer to pub- 
lifh any of them as feparate diftin£l thoughts, or to in- 
terweave them into fome future compoHtions, a thing 
very ufual with him, cannot be afcertained ; nor is it, 
indeed, very material to thof« who sure food of his man- 
ner of thinking and writing. I have ventujied to give 
them the title of Mifcellaneous Thoughts j but I have 
iiQt been over-curious in placing them in any methodi- 
cal order. Out of this magazine he communicated to 
Mr. Aubrey that genuine fragment printed in his life, 
beginning. 

No Jcfuit e'er took in hand 
To plant a churcb in barren land. 
Nor ever thought it worth the while 
A Swede or Rufs to reconcile, &c. 

The publi(hing of Mifcellaneous Thoughts, or, what 
paffes under the name of TahU-talk, might be juftified 
by many names of the greateft authority in the learned 
world J and thefe fellies of wit, unconneftcdly printed, 
fometimes give more pleafure than when they are in- 
terfperfed in a long and regular work ; as it is often 
more entertaining to examine jewels feparately in a ca- 
bineti than to fee them adorning a prince's crown or a 
3 royal 
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To compafs, by the^ prapercft ihow$. 
Whatever their defigns propoie $ 
And that whick owns Uie faireft pretci^t 
Is often found the indii-e&^ft. 
Hence *tis that bypocriies ftiU paint 
Much fairer than the real faint, * 

And knaves appear more juft and true 
Than honeft men» that make Ids fliew : 
The duUeft idiots in difguife 
Appear more knowing than the wife| 
. Illiterate dunces, undifcerh^d, 
Pafs on the rabble for the leam'd j 
And cowards, that can damn and raUt, 
Pafs mufter for the valiant : 
For he that has but imp\idcnce. 
To all things has a juft pretence, "^ ~ 

And, put among his wants but (kamr^ 
To all the world may lay his claim* 

HOW various and innumerable 
• Are thofe who live upon the rabble ! 
"^TW they maintain the church and ftatc« 
Employ the prieft and magiftratej 
. Bear all the charge of govemment>. 
And pay the public fines and rent ^ 
; Defray all taxes and excifes. 
And impofitions of all prices ; 

Jetf 

royal robe. One may venture to add, that thefe of ouf 
Author muft have a kind of additional recommenda- 
tiQO» ^y tbe agreeable fmgularity of their bting in verfe* 
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Bear all tV expence of peace and war. 
And pay the pulpit and the bar ) 
Maintain all churches and religions. 
And give their paftors exhibitions ; 
And thofe who have the greateft flocks 
Are primitive and orthodox 5 
Support all ichifmatics and (eRs, 
And pay them for tormenting texts j 
Take all their doftrines off their hands. 
And pay them in good rents and lands ^ 
Difcharge all coftly offices, 
The doftor's and the lawyer's fees, 
The hangman's wages, and the fcores 
Of caterpillar bawds and whores 5 
Difcharge all damages and coils 
Of Knights and Squires of the Poft ; 
All ftatefmen, cutpurfes, and padders. 
And pay for all their ropes and ladders. ; 
All pettifoggers, and all forts 
Of markets, churches, and of courts j 
All fums of money paid or fpent. 
With all the charges incident. 
Laid out, or thrown away, or given 
To purchafe this world, hell, or heaven. 

SHOULD once the world refolvc t' abolifti 
All that 's ridiculous and fooU/h, 
It would have nothing left to do, 
T' apply in jeft or earned to, 
No bufmefs of importance, play. 
Or date, to pafs its time away» 

THE 
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THE world would be more juft, if truth and lyes. 
And right and wrong, did bear an equal price j 
But, fince impoftorft are fo higl^ly rais'd. 
And faith and juftice equally debased, 
Few men have tempers, for fuch paltry gains, 
T' undo themfdves with drudgery and pain^. 

THE fottifli world without diftindlion look» 
On all that paffes on th* account of books ; 
And, when there are two fcholars that within 
The fpecies only hardly are a- kin. 
The world will pafs for men of equal knowledge. 
If equally they Vc loiter'd in a college. 

CRITICS are like a kind of flies that breed 
In wild fig-trees, and, when they 're grown up, {ctd 
Upon the raw fruit of the nobler kind, 
And, by their nibbling on the outward rind. 
Open the pores, and make way for the fun 
To ripen it fooner than he would have done. 

AS all FiEinatics preach, fo all men write. 
Out of the ftrength of gifts and inward light. 
In fpite of art j as horfes thorough pacM 
Were never taught, and therefore go more fafti 

I N all miftakcs the ftrift and regular 
Are found to be the defperat'ft ways to err. 
And worft to be avoided 5 as a wound 
l8 faid to be the harder curM that '9 round 2 

\OUlU Y For 
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Fpr error and roiftake, the lefs they* appear. 
In th' end are found to be the dangeroufer ; 
As no man minds thofe clocks that ufe to go 
Apparently too over- fail or flow. 

THE trucft chara£lei*s of ignorance 
Are vanity, and pride, and arrogance ; 
As blind men ufe to beai* their nofes higher 
Than thofe that have their eyes and fight entire. 

THE metaphyfic 's but a puppet motion 
That goes with fcrews> die notion of a notion ^ 
The copy of a copy, and lame draught 
Unnaturally taken from a thought 5 
That counterfeits all pantomimic tricks. 
And turns the eyes like an old crucifix $ 
That counterchanges whatfoe'er it calls 
B' another name, and makes it true or falfe ; 
Turns truth to falfehood, fal|ehood into truth. 
By virtue of the Babylonian's tooth. 

'TI S not the art of fchools to underftand. 
But make things hard, inftead of being explained i 
And therefore thofe are commonly the icamed'ft 
That only ftudy between )eft and earneft ; 
For, when the end of learning 's to purfue 
And trace the fubtle fteps of falfe and tnie» 
They ne'er confider how they 're to apply. 
But only liften to the noife and ciy. 
And are fo much delighted with the chace. 
They neva* mind the taking of their preys. 

MORS 
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MORE profelytes and converts ufe t' accrue 
Tq falfe perfuafions than the right and true % 
For error an4 mi&Mkc txt infinite^ - » ' 

But truth has but one way to be i^ di' tight | • 
As numbers may t' infinity be grown. 
But never be reduced to lefs than one* 

ALL wit and fancy, like a diamond^ 
The more exa^ and curious ^tis ground. 
Is forcM for every carat Co abate 
As much in value as it wants in weight. 

THE great St. Lewis, Icing of FraRce^ 
Fighting againft Mahometans, 
In Egypt, in the hoiy war. 
Was routed and made prifoner : 
The Sultan then, into whofe hands 
He and his army fell, demands 
A thoufand weight of gold, to free 
And fet them all at liberty. 
The king pays down one half o* th' nail, 
Aind for the other offers bail. 
The pyx, and in 't the eucharift. 
The body of our Saviour Chrift. 
The Turk confider'd, and allow'd 
The king^s fecurity for good i 
Such credit had the Chriftian zeal. 
In thofe days, with an Infidel, 
That will not pafs for two-pence now. 
Among themfclves, *tis grown To low. 
. . • Y a THOSE 
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THOSE that go up-hill ufe to bow 
Their bodies forward, and ftoop low. 
To poife themfelves, and fometimes creep. 
When th^ f^y >& difficult and deep t 
So thofe at court, that do addrefs 
By low ignoble offices ; 
Can ftoop to any thing that 's bafe. 
To wriggle intp truft and grace; 
Are like to rife to grcatnefs fooner 
Than thofe that go by worth and honour. 

ALL afts of grace, and pardon, and oblivion, 
Are meant of fervices that are forgiven. 
And not of crimes delinquents have committcdv 
And i-ather been rewarded than acquitted. 

LIONS are kings of beafts, and yet their powe 
Is not to rule and govern, but devour : 
• Such favage kings all tyrants are, and they 
No better than mere beafts that do obey. 

NOTHING 's more dull and negligent 
Than an old lazy government. 
That knows no intereft of ftate. 
But fuch as ferves a prefent ftrait. 
And, to patch up, or (hift, will clojfe. 
Or break alike, with friends or foes j 
That runs behind hand, and has fpent 
Its credit to the laft extent ; 
And, the firft time *tis at a lofs. 
Has not one true friend nor one crofs. 
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THE Devil was the firft o' th' name 
From whom the race of rebels came. 
Who was the firft bold undertaker 
Of bearing arms againft his Maker, 
And, though mifcarrying in th' event* 
Was never yet known to repent. 
Though tumbled from the top of blifs 
Down to the bottomlefs abyfs ; 
A property which, from their prince, 
The family owns ever fince. 
And therefore ne'er repent the evil 
TTiey do or fuffer, like the devil. 

THE worft of rebels never arm 
To do their king or country harm 5 
But draw their fwords to do them good> 
As do£lors cure by letting blood. 

N O feared confcience is fo fell 
As that which has been burnt with zeal ; 
For Chriftian charity 's as well 
A great impediment to zeal. 
As zeal a peftilent difeafe 
To Chriftian chax'ity and peace*. 

A S thiftles wear the fofteft down. 
To hide their prickles till jhey 're grown^ 
And then declare themfelves, and tear 
Whatever ventures to come near 5 ; 
So a fmootli knave does greater feats 
Than one that idly rails and threats, 
.' . Y 3 And 
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And all the miCchlef that he meant 
Docs, like z rattle-fnake, prevent. 

MAN IS fupreme lord and mafter 
Of his own niin'and difafter j 
Controls his fate, but. nothing lefs 
In ordering his own happinefs ; 
For all his care and providence 
Is too, too feeble a defence 
To render it fecure and certain 
Againft the injuries of Fortune $ 
And oft, in fpite of all his wit. 
Is loft with one unlucky bit. 
And ruin*d with a circumftance. 
And mere pun£tilio» of diance. 

DAME Fortune, fome men*s tutelar. 
Takes charge of them without their cai-e ^ 
Does all their drudgery and work, 
Xike Fairies, for them in ^e dark ; 
Conducts them blindfold, and advances- 
The naturals by blinder chances ^ 
While others by defert or wit 
Could never make the matter hit. 
But ftill, the better they defcrve. 
Are but the abler though to ftarvr. 

GREAT wits have only been preferred,. 
In princes' trains to be interred. 



And, 
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And, when they .coft them nothing, placed 
Anoong their followers not the laft 5 
But while they liv'd were far enough 
From all admittances kept ofF. 

A S gold, that 's proof againft th* aflay. 
Upon the touchftone wears away. 
And having ftood the greater teft. 
Is overmafter'd by the leaft j 
So fome men, having ftood the hate 
And fpiteful crudty of Fate, 
Tranfported with a falfe careft 
Of unacquainted happinefs. 
Loft to humanity and fcnfe. 
Have falPu as low as infolenctf.. 

INNOCENCE is a defence 
For nothing elfe but patience 5 
*Twill not bear out the blows of Fate, 
Nor fence againft the U'icks of ftate 5 
Nor from th' oppreflton of the laws 
Frote6l the plain*ft and juiFeft caufcf, 
Nor keep unfpotted a good name 
Againft the obloqi^s of Fame j. 
Feeble as Patience, and as foon. 
By being blown upon, undohe. 
As beafts are hunted £dr thdi^ far«r 
Men fbr their virtues face the v^rfe.. 

Y j^ WHO 
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WHO doth not know with what fierce rage 
Opinions, true or falfe, engage ; 
And, 'caufe they govern all mankind, 
Like the blind's leading of die blind. 
All claim an equal intereft. 
And free dominion, o"'er the reft. 
And, as one fhield that fell from heaven 
Was counterfeited by eleven. 
The better to fecure the fate 
And lafting empire of a ftate. 
The falfe are numerous, and the true. 
That only have the right, but few. 
Hence fools, that underftand them leaflr. 
Are ftill the fierceft in conteft ; 
Unfight, unfeen, efpoufe a fide 
At random, like a prince's bride. 
To damn their fouls, and fwear and lye fory 
And at a venture live and die for. 

OPINION governs all mankind, 
Like the blind's leading of the blind i 
For he that has no eyes in *8 head, 
Muft be by* a dog glad to be led ; 
And no beafts have fo little in them 
As that inhuman brute, Opinion i 
*Tis an infeftious peftilence. 
The tokens upon wit and fenfe. 
That with a venomous contagion 
Invades tlie fick imagination i 



And, 
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And, when it feizes any part, 
It ftrikes the poifon to the heart. 
This men of one another catch 
By conta6l, as the humours match { 
And nothing 's fo pervcrfe in nature 
As a profound opiniator. 

AUTHORITY intoxicates. 
And makes mere fots of magi Urates ; 
The fumes of it jnvade the brain. 
And make men giddy, proud, and vain : 
By this the fool commands the wife. 
The noble with the bafe complies. 
The fot affumes the rule of wit, 
And cowards make the bafe fubmit. 

A godly man, that has ferv'd out his time 
In holinefs, may fet up any crime 5 
As fcholars, when they Ve taken tKsir degrees, 
^ay fet up any faculty diey pleafe. 

WHY (hould not piety be rnade^ 
As well as equity, a trade, ;i 

And men get money by devotion. 
As well as making of a motion ? 
B' allowM to pray upon conditions. 
As well as fuitors in petitions ? 
And in a congregation pray. 
No lefs than Chancery, for pay ? 

A TEACHER'S 



A TEACHER'S doarine, and his proof. 
Is ail his province^ and enough ; 
But is no more concernM in ufe. 
Than Hioemakers to wear all (hoe»v 

THE fobereft faints are mors ftiflT-oeckcd 
Than th' hottcft-hcaded of the wicked* 

HYPOCRISY will ferve as well 
To propagate a church as zeal y 
As perfecution and promotion , 
Do equally advance devotion : 
So round white ftones will ferve, they fay. 
As well as eggs> to make hens lay. 

THE greateft faints and finners have been madr 
Of profelytcs of one another^s trade. 

Y O UR wife and cautious cdfnftience* 
Are free to take what cowie they pleafe i 
Have plenary indulgence to diipofe. 
At pleafure» of the ftri^iieii: vows. 
And challenge Heaven, they made them t6>. 
To vouch and witnels what they do $ 
Andy when they prove averfe aiid loth« 
Yet for -convenience take an oath. 
Not only can difpenfe,. but make it 
A greater iin to keep than take it $. 
Gan bind and loofe all forts of £■»• 
And only keeps the keys within^ 

5 Ba^ 
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Has no fuperior to control, 

But what itfelf fetft o'er the fo«I j 

And, when it is en|oinM t' obey. 

Is but confinM, and keep* the key j 

Can walk inviiible, and where. 

And when, and how, it will appear; 

Can turn itfelf into difguifes 

Of all forts, for all forts of vices; 

Can tranfubftantiate, metaraorphofe. 

And charm whole herds of beafts, like Orpheus j 

Make woods, and tenements, and lands. 

Obey and follow its commands. 

And fettle on a new freehold. 

As Marcly-hill remov'd of old ; 

Make mountains move with greater force 

Than faith, to new proprietors j 

And perjures, to fecure th' enjoymifnts 

Of public charges and employments : 

For true and faithful, good and jufl:. 

Arc but preparatives to truft $ 

The gilt and ornament of things. 

And not their movements^, wheels, and f^vings,. 

ALL love^ at firft, like generous vnnt, 
Ferments and frets imtil *tis fine ^ 
But, when *tis fettled on the lee,. 
And from th' knpurer matter free^ 
Becomes the richer ftill the older. 
And' proves the pleaianter the. colder* 

THK 
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THE motions of the earth or fun, 
{The Lord knows which) that turn, or run. 
Are both performed by fits and ftarts. 
And fo are thofe of lovers* hearts. 
Which, though they keep no even pace. 
Move true and co;^ant to one place. 

L O V E is too great a happinefs 
For wretched mortals to' pofl'efs ; 
For, xould it hold inviolate 
Againft thofe cruelties of Fate 
Which all felicities below 
By rigid laws arc fubjeft to. 
It would become a blifs too higli 
For perifhing mortality, 
Tranflate to earth the joys above \ 
For nothing goes to heaven but love, 

ALL wild but generous creatures live, of courfe^ 
As if they had agreed for better or worfe : 
The lion 's conftant to bis only mifs. 
And never leaves his faithful lionefs ; 
And i)ie as chafte and true to him again. 
As virtuous ladies ufe to be to men. 
The docile and ingenuous elephant 
T' his own and only female is gallant ; 
And (he as true and conftant to his bed^ 
That firft enjoy'd her fmgle maidenhead % 
But paltry rams, and bulls, and goats, and boars^ 
Arc never fatisfy'd with new amours | 

As 
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As all poltroons with us delight to range. 
And, though but for the worft of all, to change. 

THE fouls of 'women are fo fmall. 
That fome believe they »ve none at all ; "^ 
Or if they have, like crrpples, ftill 
They 've but one faculty, the will j 
The other two are quite laid by 
To make up one great tyranny ; 
And, though their pafHons have mod power. 
They are, like Turks, but flaves the more 
To th' abfolute will, that with a breath 
Has fovereign power of life and death. 
And, as its little interefts move. 
Can turn them all to hate or love ; 
For nothing, in a moment, turn 
To frantic love, difdain, and fcorn ; 
And muke that love degenerate 
T' as great extremity of hate. 
And hate aglin, and fcorn, and piques. 
To flames, and raptures, and love-tricks^ 

ALL forts of votaries, that profefs 
To bind themfelves apprentices 
To Heaven, abjure, with folemn vows. 
Not Cut and long-tall, but a fpoufe^ 
As th' worft of all impediments 
To hinder their devout intents. 

MOST 



3U BUTLER'S POEMS. 

MOST virgins mirry, Juft af ntmt 
The fi^mc thing the fame way renouficc { 

Before they 've wit to underftand 
The boW attempt they take in hand{ 
Or, having ftaid and loil their^tidea^ 
Are out of feafon grown for brides* 

THE credit of the marriage-bed 
Has been fo loofely hnfbanded. 
Men only deal for ready money. 
And women^ feparate alimony ; 
And ladies-errant, for debauching. 
Have better terms, and equal caution ; 
And, for their journey-work and pain?. 
The chair-women clear greater gains. 

A S wine that with its own weight runs is bcft, 
And counted much more noble than the preftg 
So is that poetiy whofe generous Itrains 
Flow without fervile ftudy, art, or pains. ^ 

SOME call it fury, fome a Mufc, 
That, as pofleffing devils ufe. 
Haunts and forikks a man by fits, 
And when he 's in, he 's out of 's wits. 

ALL writers, though of diflfercnt fancies^ 
Do make all people in romances. 
That are diftrefs'd and difcontent. 
Make fongs, and fing t* an infhniment. 

And 
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And poets by their fufFerings grow; 
As if there were no more to do. 
To make a poet es^cellent. 
But onty want and difcontent. 

IT is not poetry that makes men poor i ' 

For few do write that were not fo before 5 
And thofe that have writ beft, had they been rich* 
Had ne^er been clappM with a poetic itch ; 
Had lovM their eafe too well to take the pains 
To undergo that drudgeiy of brains j 
But, being for all other trades unftt. 
Only to avoid being idle, fet up wit^ 

THEY that do write ia authors' praifes. 
And freely give their friends tlicir voices. 
Are not confin*d to what is true j 
That 's not to give, but pay a due j 
For prajfe, that *s due, does give no more 
To worth th^ what it had befpif j 
But to commend, without dficn> 
'Requii-es a maftery of art. 
That fets a glofs on what 's amifs, 
And wiitts What ihould be, »9e'wlittifV 

I N foreign univerfiticst 
When a kisg *s born, or weds, o^ diei*' ' 
'Straight other ftodies are laid by. 
And all af>ply to poetry s 
Some write in Hebrew, fome in Greekf 
And fomei more wile^ ia AfsibiC| 

T' avoid 
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T* avoid the critic, and th* expence 
Of difficulter wit and (enfe ; 
And feem more leamedifh than tho(e 
That at a greater charge compofe. 
' The doctors, lead, the fhidents follow ; 
Some call him Mars, and fome Apollo^. 
Some Jupiter, and give him th* odds^ 
On even terms, of all the gods : 
Then Cxfar he 's nicknamM, as duly at. 
He th?.t in Rome was chriiienM Julius^ 
And was addrefs'd to, by a crow. 
As pertinently, long aga;. 
And, as wit goes by colleges. 
As well a9 landing and degrees-. 
He ft ill writes better than the reft. 
That 's of the houfe that 's counted beff. 

FAR greater numbers have been loft by hopesy- 
Than all the magazine* of daggers, ropes^ 
And other ammunitions of defpair. 
Were ever able to difpatch by fear, 

THERE'S nothing our felicities endears 
Like that which falls among our doubts and fearSn 
And in the miferableft of diftrefs 
Improves atteiApts as defperate with fuccefs j 
Succefs, that owns and juftifies all quarrels. 
And vindicates deferts of hemp with laurels ] 
Or, but mifcarrying in the bold attempt. 
Turns wreaths of laufel back again to hemp. 

THE 
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THE people have as much a negative voice 
To hinder making war without their choice^ 
As kings of making laws in parliament $ 
•« No money" is as good as " No affent/T 

WHEN princes idly lead about, 
Thofe of their party follow fuit. 
Till others trump upon their play. 
And turn the cards another way. 

WHAT makes all fubjefls difcontent 
Againft a prince's government, 
And princes take as great offence 
At fubjefls* difobedience. 
That neither th' other can abide. 
But too much reafon on each fide ? 

AUTHORITY is a difeafe and cure. 
Which men can neither want nor well endure. 

DAME. Juftice puts her fword into the fcales. 
With which (he 's faid to weigh out tr>ie and fallb. 
With no defign but, like the antique Gaul, 
To^et more money from the capital. 

A L X* th:rt wdiich law and equity mifcalls 
By th* empty idle names of True and Falfex 
Is nothing elfe but maggots blown betw^ea. : . . . *" 
Falfe witneiies and &lier jurymen. ' 
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NO court allows thofe paitlal interlopers 
Of Law and Equity, two (ingle paupers, 
T* encounter hand to hand at bars, and trounot 
Each other gratis in a fuit at once : 
For one at one time, and upon frtt coft, is 
Enough to play the knave and fool with jiiilice j 
And, when the one fide bringcth cuftoni in. 
And th' other lays out half the reckoning. 
The devil himfelf will rather chufe to play 
At paltry fmall-game than fit out, they fay } 
But when at all there "s nothing to be got. 
The old wife, Law and Jyftice, will not trot. 

THE law, that makes more knaves than e^er it huog^ 

LFttle confiders right or wrong j 
Btit, like authority, 's foon fatisfy'd 
When 'tis to judge on its own fide, 

THE law can take a purfe in open court, 
Whilft it condemns a Icfs delinquent for 't, 
\ 

WHO c^n dcferve, for breaking pf the law«» 
A greater penance than an boneft caufi! ? 

ALL thofe that do but rob and fteal enough. 
Are punifhment and court of juftice proof. 
And need not fear, nor be conccmM a ftnrw. 
In all the idle bugbears of th^ laws 
But confidently rob the gallows too. 
As well as other fufferers, of their due. 

OLD 
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OLD law^ have not been fufifer'd to be pointed. 
To leave the fenle at large the more disjointed. 
And fumifh lawyers, wfth the greater eafe. 
To turn aifd wind them any way they pleafe. 
The Statute Law 's their Scripture, and Reports 
The ancient reverend fathers of their courts 5 
Records their general councils ; and iDecifions 
Of judges on the bench their fole traditions. 
For which, like. Catholics, they 've greater awe. 
As th* arbitrary and unwritten law. 
And ftrive perpetually to make the ftandard 
Of right between the tenant and the landlord ; 
And, when two cafes at a trial m6et. 
That, like indentures, juriip exaftly fit. 
And all the points, like Chec^uer-tallies, fuit. 
The Court direfts the obttinat'ft difpute j 
There 's no decorum us'd of time, nor place, 
Nor quality, nor perfon, in tlie cafe. 

A M A N of quick and aftive wit ^ 
For drudgery is more .unfit, 
•Compared to thofe of duller parts. 
Than running-nags to draw in carts. 

TOO much or too little wit 
Do only render th' owners fit 
For nothing, but to be undone 
Much eafier than if they 'ad none. 

Z % AS 
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A S thofe that are ftark blind can trace 
The neareft ways from place to place» 
And fihd the right way caficr out, j 

Than thofe that hood-wink'd try to do 't j | 

So tricks of ffate are niaoagM bcft j 

By thofe that are fiifpeaed leaft, i 

And greateft/«^ brought about 
By engines mbft unlike to do 't. 

ALL the politics of the great 
Are like the cunning of a cheat. 
That lets his falfe dice freely run. 
And trufts them to thenafelves alone,. 
But never lets a true one ftir 

Without fome fingering trick or flur ;. ' 

And, when the gamefters doubt his play» 
Conveys his falfe dice fafe away, ; 

And leaves the true ones in the lurch, 
T' endure the torture of the fearch. 

WHAT elfe does hiftory ufe to tell us„ 
But tales of fubjefts being rebellious j 
The vain perfidioufnefs of lordsj^. 
And fatal breach of princes' words j 
The fottifh pride and infolence 
Of ftatefmen, and their want of fenfe j 
Their treachery', that undoes, of cuftom. 
Their own felves firft, next thofe who truft them ? 

BECAUSE 
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B E C A U S E afeeble limb 's careft. 
And more indulgM than ail the reft. 
So frail and tender confciences 
Are humonr'd to do what they pleafe 5 
When that which goes for weak and feeble 
Is found the moft incorrigible, 
^o outd6 all the fiends in hell 
With rapine, murther, blood, and zeal* 

AS at th** approach of winter all 
The leaves of great trees ufe to fall. 
And leave them naked to engage 
With ftorms and tempefts when they rage ^ 
While humbler plants are found to wear 
Their frefh green liveries all the year : 
"So, when the glorious feafon 's gone 
With great xnen, and hard times come on, 
The great'ft calamities opprefs 
The greateft ftill, and fpare the lefs. 

A S when a greedy raven fees 
A iheep entangled by the fleece. 
With hafty cruelty he ilies 
T' attack him, and pick out his eyes j 
So do thofe vultures ufe, that keep 
Poor prifoners fail like filly iheep. 
As greedily to prey on all 
That in their ravenous clutches fall : 
For thorns and brambles, that came ih 
To wait upon the curie for iin, 

Z 3 And 
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And were no part o* th* Hrft cres^tjon^ 

Buty for revenge, a new plantadon. 

Are yet the fitt^ft materials 

T* enclofe the earth with living walls. 

So jailorS) that are moft accurft^ 

Are found moft fit in being worft^ 

THERE needs no other charm , nor conjure^ 
To raife infernal ipirits up, but fear ; 
That makes men pull their horns in like a fnail. 
That 's both a prifoner to itfelf, and jail ; 
Draws more fantaftic fliapes than in the grains 
Of knotted wood in fome men's crazy brains. 
When all the cocks they think they fee, and bulls^ 
Are only in the infides of their fculis. 

THE Roman Mufti, with his triple crown^ 
Does both the earth, and hell, and heaven, own^ 
Befide th' imaginary territory. 
He lays a title to in Purgatory 5 
Declares himfelf an abfolute free prince 
In his dominions, only over fins ; 
But as for heaven, fince it lies fo far 
Above hinn is but only titular. 
And, like his Crofs-keys badge upon a tavern. 
Has nothing there to teinpt, command, or goveiii 1 
Yet, when he comes to take accompt, and Oiare 
The profit of his proftituted ware. 
He finds his gains increafe, by iin and womeuy 
Above his ncheft titular dominion* 

A JU- 
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A JUBILEE if but a fpiritual fair, 
T* expofe to fale all forts of impiout ware. 
In which his Holinefs buys nothing in» 
To ftock his magazines, but deadly fin. 
And deals in extraordinary crimes^ 
That are not vendible at other times ; 
For, dealing both for Judas and th* high-prieil. 
He maks a plentifuller trade of Chrift. 

THAT fpiritual pattern of the church, the ark. 
In which the ancient world did once imbark. 
Had ne^er a helm in 't to dlre6l its way. 
Although bound through an uuiverfal fea $ 
When all the modern church of Rome^s concern 
Is nothing elfe but in the helm and ftern. 

IN the church of Rome to go to fhrift. 
Is but to put the foul on a clean fhift. 

AN afs will with his long ears fray 
The fliesy that tickle him, away j 
But man delights to have his ears 
Blown maggots in by fiattei*er8« 

ALL wit does but divert men ftrom' the road 
In which things vulgarly are underflood. 
And force Miftake and Ignorance t^'towil 
A better fenie thaa commdnlyjt kaowiu 

Z 4 IN 
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I N little trades, more cheats and lying 
Are us'd in feHing than in buying j 
But in the great, unjufter dealing 
Is us'd in buying than in felling. 

ALL fmatterers are more brifk and pert 
Than thofe that underftand an art ^ 
As little fparkles fhine more bright 
Than glowing coals, that give them light. 

LAW does not put the leaft rcftraint 
Upon our freedom, but maintain 't ; 
Or, if it does, 'tis for bur good. 
To give us freer latitude : 
For wholefome laws preferve us free. 
By ftinting of our liberty. 

THE world has long endeavourM to reduce 
Thofe things to praftice that are of no ufe ; 
And ftrives to pra6life things of fpeculation. 
And bring the pra6lical to contemplation j 
And by that error renders both in vain, ' 
By forcing Nature's courfe againft the grain* 

IN all tlie world there is no vict 
Lefs prone t' exccfs than avarice ; 
It neither cares for food nor cloathing : 
Nature *s content with little, that wkh nothing. 



IN 
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IN Rome no temple was fo low 
As that of Honour, built to (how 
How humble honour ought to be, , 

Though there 'twas all authority. 

IT is a "harder thing for men to rate 
Their own parts at an equal eftimate. 
Than caft up fraftions, in th' accompt of heaven. 
Of time and motion, and adjuft them even ^ 
Por modeft perfons never had a true 
Particular of all that is their due. 

SOME people's fortunes, like a weft or ftray. 
Are only gain'd by lofmg of their way, 

A S he that makes his mark is underftood 
To write his name, and 'tis in law as good j 
So he that cannot write one word of fenfe. 
Believes he has as legal a pretence 
To fcribble what he does not underftand. 
As idiots have a title to their land. 

WERE Tully now alive, he 'd be to feek 
In all bur Latin terms of art and Greek ; 
Would never underftand one word of fenfe 
The moil irrefragable fchoolman means : 
As if the fchools defign'd their terms of art 
Not to advance a fcience, but divert $ 
As Hocus Focus conjures, to amufe 
The jrabble from obferving what he doe». 

AS 
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A S *tis a greater myAsry, in the art 
Of painting, to foreihorten any put 
Than draw it out ; fo *ti» in books the chief 
Of all perfedions to be plain and briefs 

THE man that for hia profit *s bought t' 6btff 
Is only hirMy on liking, to. betray $. 
And, when he *s bid a liberaller pnce^ 
Will not be flnggifh in the work^ nor nice. 

O P I N I AT O R S natiiraUy differ 
From other men ; as wooden legs are ftiiFer 
Than thofe of pliant joints, to yield and bovr> 
Which way foe'er they are defign'dto go, 

NAVIGATION, that withftood 
The mortal fury of the Flood, 
And prov'd the only means to fave 
All earthly creatures from the wave. 
Has, for it, taught the fea and wind 
To lay a tribute on mankind. 
That, by degrees, has fwallow'd more 
Than all it drown'd at once before. 

THE princfrof Syracuif, whofedeftinM fate 
It was to keep a fchool and rule a ibte. 
Found that his fceptre never was fo awM, 
As when it was tranilated to a rod ) 
And that his fubje^ts ne*er were fo obedient^ 
As when he wa» inaugpcated pedant ; . 

3 For 
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And no comm^pfl't^fo! imperuHift M.a fthooL 

AS he whofe deftin)^ does pnove 
To dangle in the air above, 
Does lofe his life for ^irant of air. 
That only fell to be his /hare;. 
So he whom Fate at once defigQ^ 
To plenty and a wretched. mind» 
Is but condemn^ t* a rich diftrefs. 
And ftarves with niggardly exceft. 

THE univerfal medicine is. a trick. 
That Nature never meant, to cure the fick^ 
Unlefs by death, the lingular receipt. 
To root out all difeafes by the great s 
For univerfals deal in no one part 
Of Nature, nor pai^iculars of Art ; 
And therefore that French quack that fet npphyfiCy 
Caird his receipt a General SppoiiiJCc 
For, though in mortal poifons every one 
Is mortal univerfally alone. 
Yet Nature never made an antidptjs 
To cure them all as eafy as.tl^ey *re^got| 
Much lefs, among fo.many,Tai;ia^o)M . 
Of different maladies and |Coi«f ljf;9|iQii|^^ 
Make all the contcarietiea i^ ^^tWlCc 
Submit thepifelye# t* 4n,eqi$9liBQdora^fti 

ACONr 
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A CONVERT *« but a fly, that turns abwrt. 
After his head *s puUM off, to find it out. * 

ALL mankind is but a rabbfe. 
As (illy and unreafonable 
As thofe that, crowding in the ftreet. 
To fee a (how or monfter, meet 5 
Of whom no one is in the right. 
Yet all fall out about the fight 5 
And, when they chaiice t* agree, thie choice is 
^11 in the moft and worft of vices | 
And all the reafons that prevail 
Are meafur'd, not by weight, but tale, 

AS in all great and crowded fairs 
Monfters and puppet-plays are wares. 
Which in the lefs will not go off, 
Becaufe they have not money enough 9 
So men In princes* courts will pafs. 
That will not in another place. 

LOGICIANS ufe to clap a propofition. 
As juftices do criminals, in prifon. 
And, in as learned authentic nonfenfe writ. 
The names of all their moods and figures fit : 
For a logician ^s-one that has been broke 
To ride and pace his reafon by the book. 
And by their rules, and precepts, and examples. 
To put his wits into a kind of trammels, 

THOSE 
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THOSE get the leaft that take the greateft paias> 
But moft of all i* th* drudgery of brains ; ' 
A natural iign of weaknefs,, as an ant 
Is more laborious than an elephant ; 
And children are more bufy at their play 
Than thofe that wifely'ft pafs their time away, 

ALL the inventions that the -world contains,, 
Were not by reafon firft found out, nor' brains ;, 
But pafs for theirs who had the luck to light 
Upon them by miilake or overfight. ^%a 



TRIPLETS 

UPON AVARICE. 

AS mifers their own laws enjoin. 
To wear no pockets in the mine,, 
For fear they ihould the ore purlom i 

So he that toils and labours hard 
To gain, and what he gets has fpar'd, 
Is from the ufe of all debarr'd. 

And, though he can produce more fpankers 
Than all the uflirers and bankers, 
'Yet after more and more he hankers % 

And. 
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And, after all his pain^ are done. 
Has nothing he can cail Ms tffm. 
But a mere livelibiMSKl ah>ne* 



DESCRIPTION 

OF H O X L A N B. 



A COUNTRY that draws fifty foot of water. 
In which men live as in the hold of Nature, 
And, when the Tea does in upon them^break. 
And drowns a province, does but fpring a leak; 
That always ply the pump, and never think 
They can be fafe, but at the rate they ftink j 
That live as if they had been run aground. 
And, when they die, are caft aw^y and drowned; 
That dwell in (hips, like fwarms of rats, and prey 
Upon the goods all nations* fleets convey j 
And, when their merchants are blowh-up and crackty 
Whole towns are caft away in ftorms, and Mnreckt | 
That feed, like Cannibals, on other fifties, 
And ferve their coufin-germans up in diflies t 
A land that rides at anchor, and is moored. 
In which they do 'not li?e, but go aboard. 



T O 
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TO HIS MIS Til.E SS. 

Do not imjuftljr blame 
My guilders hrtSiSt, 
For venturing to difclofe a flame 
It had fo long fuppreft. 

Xn Its own afties^t tkfigiiM 

For ever to have tain | 
But that fiiy %hs, like Mafts of 9nndf 

Made it break out again. 
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Do not mine aifFedlion flight^ 
^Caufe my locks with age are white s 
Your breafts have fnow without, and fnow^thhis 
While flames of fire in your bright eyes art (eeb. 



E P I G R A M 

ON A CLUB OF SOTS* 

THE jolly mcmbert of a tofttBf dub^ 
Like pipe-fl»vesy sre bnt hoc^M i&a» a tttb» 
And in a dofe confederacy Hnk^ 
For nothing eUe but only to hold diinlu 
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H U I>I B R A S 'S E L E G Y *. 

T N days of yore, when knig&t or (quire 

By Fate were fummonM to retire^ 
Some menial poet ftill was nearn 
To bear them to the hemifphere, • 
And there among the ftars tp leaY^ t1ieai» 5 

Until the gods fent to relieve t^9m s 
And fure our Kxiight» whofe Vfery; fight wouM 
Entitle him Mirror of Knighthoodx 
Should he negle6led He, and rot. 
Stink, in his grave^ and be forgot^ lo 

Would hate juft reafon to compiak)> 
If he ihould chance to rife again ^ 
And therefore, to prevent his dudgeon^ 
In mournful doggrel thus we trudge on. 

Oh me I what tongue, what pen, can teU 15 

How this renowned champion fell^^ 

But 

• Neither this Elegy, nor the following Epitaph, iJ 
to be found \n The Genuine Remaw of Butler, as 
publilhed by Mr. Thyer. Both however having fre- 
quently been reprinted in The Poftbumous Works of Sa^ 
ntuel Butler ; and as they> befides, relate particularly t<* 
the hero of his principal poem > ^ere needs no apology 
for their being thus preferved. ^ome other of the/fl/?- 
bumous poems would not have difgraced their fuppofed 
author ; but, as they are fo pefitively rejeaed by Mr* 
Thyer, wc have not ventured to admit them. N» 
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But muft rttiedi, alas ! alas ! 

AH human glory fades like grafd. 

And that the ftrongcft partial feats 

Of en*ant knights are all but cheats t 2« 

Witnefs our Knight> who fure has done 

More valiant a£lions, ten to oiie. 

Than of More-rtall the mighty More, 

Or him that made the Dragon roar ; 

Ifas knocked more men and women down ^S 

Than Bevis of Southampton town. 

Or than our modern heroes can, 

To take them fingly man by man. 

No, fure, the grifly King of terror 
Has been to blame, and in an error, 30 

To iffue his dead-warrant forth 
To feize a knight of fo much worthy 
Juft in the nick of all his glory i 
I tremble when I tell the ftory. 

Gh \ help me, help me, fome kind Mufc^. 35 

This furly tyrant to abufe. 
Who, in his rage, has been fo cruel 
To rob the world of fuch a jewel ! 
A knight more learned, ftout, and good; 
Sure ne-er was made of flefh and blood : 49 

All- his perfe6lions were fo rare, 
The wit of man could not declare 
Which iingle virtue, or which grace^. 
Above the reft had any place. 

Or which he was moft famous f<Jr,. 45 

The camp, the pulpit, on the bar j. 

Vol. 11. Aa Of 
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Of each he had an equal fpice. 

And was in all fo very nice. 

That, to fpeak truth, th* account it loft. 

In which he did excel the moft. 

When he forfook the peaceful dwelling. 

And out he went a colonelling. 

Strange hopes and fears pofTeft the natioo. 

How he could manage that vocation. 

Until he (hew'd it to a wonder, ^^ 

How nobly he could fight and plunder. 

At preaching, too, he was a dab. 

More exquifite by far than Squab j 

He could fetch ufes, and infer. 

Without the help of metaphor, io 

From any Scripture text, however 

Remote it from the purpofe were ; 

And with his fift, inftead of a ftick. 

Beat pulpit, drum eccleiiaftick. 

Till he made all the audience weep, 65 

Excepting thofe that fell afleep. 

Then at the bar he was right able, 

And could bind o'er as well as fwaddle; 

And famous, too, at petty feffions, 

*Gainft thieves and whores, for long digrefllons. 70 

He could moft learnedly determine 

To Bridewell, or the ftocks, the vermin. 

For his addrefs and way of living. 

All his behaviour, was fo moving, 

That, let the dame be ne'er fo chafte, 75 

As people fay, below the waift. 

If 
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If Hudibras but once coiile at her. 
He M quickly n^ake her chaps to water: 
Then for his equipage and fhape, 
On ^eftals they 'd commit a rape 5 80 

Which often, as the ftory fays. 
Have made the ladies weep both ways, 
111 has he read, that never heard 
How he with Widow Tomfon far'd, - • 

And what hard confli6l was between 85 • 

Our Knight and that infulting quean. 
Sure captive knight ne'er took more pains. 
For rhymes for his melodious drains, 
.Nor beat his brains, or made more faces. 
To get into a jilt's good graces, 90 

Than did Sir Hudibras to get 
Into this fubtle gypfy's net j 
Who, after all her high pretence 
To modefty and innocence. 

Was thought by moft to be a woman ^ j 

That to all other knights was common. 

Hard was his fate in this, I own. 
Nor will I for the trapes atone ; 
Ipdeed to guefs I am not able. 

What made her thus inexorable, 100 

Unlefs fhe did not like his wit. 
Or, what is worfe, his perquifite. 
Howe'er it wras, the wound flie gave 
The Knight, he carry'd to his grave s 
Vile harlot ! to deftroy a knight, 105 

That jcould both plead, and pray, and iight. 
* ' A a » Ohl 
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Oh ! cruel, bafe, iDhumsui drab. 

To give him fuch a moiptal itah. 

That made him pine away and moulder. 

As though that he had been no ibldier : xio 

Could 'ft thou find no one eife to kill. 

Thou inftrument of death aiid hdl ! 

But Hudibrasy who ftood the Bears 

So oft againft the Cavaliers^ 

And in the ver)' heat of war 115 

Took, ftout Crowdero prifbner ; 

And did fuch wonders all along. 

That far exceed both pen and tongue f 

If he had been in battle flain, 
We ^ad had lefs reafon to complain j tip 

But to be murder'd by a whore, 
Was e\'er knight fo ferv'd before ? 
But, fincc he *8 gone, all we can fay. 
He chancM to die a lingering way 5 
If be had liv'd a longer date, 1 1^ 

He might, perhaps, have met a fate 
More violent, and fitting for 
A knight fo fam'd in Civil \yar. 
To fum up all — frotii love and danger 
He 's now (O happy Knight !} a firanger } t^ 

And, if a Mufe can aught foretell. 
His fame (hall fill a chronicle. 
And he in after-ages be 
Of errant knights th' epitome* 
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UNDER this ftone 'refls Hudibra&, 
A Knight as errant as e^er was j 
The controverfy only lies, 
Whether he was more ftout than wife.; 
-Nor can we here pretend to fay, jf 

Whether he beft could fight or pray .5 
So, till thofe queftions aie decided. 
His virtues muft reft undivided. 
Full oft he fufFerM bangs and drubs, 
And full as oft took pains in tubs } f i| 

Of which the moft that can be faid, 
'H€ pray'd and fought, and fought and pray'd. 
As for his perfonage and fhape. 
Among the reft we'll let them fcape 5 
Nor do we, as things ftand, think fit jx 

This ftone fhould meddle with his wit. 
^One thing, 'tis true, we ought to tell^ 
He liv'd and dy'd a colonel 5 
And for the Good old Caufe ftood buff, 
'Gainft many a bitter kick and cuff« %^ 

'But, fmce his Worfhip 's dead and gone. 
And mouldering, lies beneath this ftone. 
The Reader is defir'd to look. 
For his atchievemetits in his Book ; 
Which will prefcrve of Knight the Tale, »5 

Till Time and Death itfelf fhall faiU 

CON- 
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